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Western Reserve University's Law School

The Law School of Western Reserve University was commenced in
1892 and at which time they had no resident professors.
The
teaching was done by the practicing lawyers of Cleveland who
received $3. 00 per hour for their services.
The school was
located originally in the home of the Ford Family at the
corner of Euclid Avenue and Adelbert Road. Subsequently, the
school was moved over to the , first floor of the Adelbert
Dormitory.
Anyone graduating from high school
The school was a two-year course.

could enter th_e

school.

President Thwing of the University appointed Mr. Eugene
Wambauch as Dean of the Law School.
He never served but
instead accepted a professorship at Harvard Law School.
Before that happened, however, he suggested that the college
course should be three-years instead of two-years. Later the
course required was three years of study and in that year the
Ohio legislature passed a law requiring anyone entering a law
school must spend three years in study. ;l_;!IMr. Oliver C. Schroeder, Jr., a former Professor at the
school, intends to come to Akron on April 26, 1988 for the
purpose of interviewing me and requesting me to give answers
to the following questions.
1. Why did you decide to come to Western Reserve University's
Law School?
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'l'he reason for my coming to Western Reserve University was
because the Superintendent of the Monroeville High School, Mr.
Minick,
who I
believe graduated from Miami University,
suggested that Western Reserve University had a very fine Law
School and that I could, by matriculating in the University,
could get two degrees in six years provided I succeeded in
using my Senior year in college as a Freshman in the Law
School.
I entered the University in the Fall of 1913 and
studied at Adelbert College during the first three years and
spent my last year in the Law School as a Freshman.
2. What experiences did you have at the
whether or not they were all you expected?

Law

School

and

After entering the Law School, I rather quickly thereafter
joined what was known as the Phi Delta Phi Fraternity.
This
fraternity was urging its members to take their studies
seriously and to seek achievement in that respect in order to
maintain the standards set by the fraternity to help the
reputation of the school.
At that time we had about 75
students in the Law School and my recollection is that the
Freshman class had about 25 to 30 students in that class.
This enabled us to become very closely acquainted with our
professors and consequently we could ask questions after and
during classes concerning any legal problem that had arisen in
connection with the discussions taking place during the
lecture hour.
3.

What do you recall conerning your teachers?

The resident teachers at the time that I was in school
consisted of /J)ightman, Dean Dunmore, Frinfrock and Throut
-$orton.
These teachers were all dedicated and as I have just
said were quite interested in answering questions and creating
an atmosphere between the student body and themselves that
created friendship and interest for the welfare of the
student.
- tt1r' '""
4.

Do you recall anything about your fellow students?

I recall Morris Hanning, George Young, John Weber, Carl
Chisnell, Frenchie Bell, Virgil Corey, Mr. Graham and Mr.
Gillan, who was studying law even though he was blind.
In
1917, in the Spring of that year, the First World War broke
out and many of my friends joined the Navy, Army or the Air
Corps.
I attempted to enlist in the Army for the Officer's
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Training Corps and also in the Navy, but was turned down
because of a heart condition. Consequently, I returned to Law
School in the Fall of 1917 and at that time the campus of the
University had been completely changed.
The government had
built barracks throughout the campus.
College students were
coming into this encampment for the purpose of being trained
in connection with an Officer's Training Camp.
I was
subsequently called by the Commanding Officer of the Camp to
take charge of athletics and I will go into detail in
connection with this program with Professor Schroeder on April
2 6 th .
To ttp-,.,.JL_ ~ 1 _;;p ._ /--11 P r.: -I 1-:l • l,,f .o .f- ~ ,r -t i.. /4.... ~ 5. Did your law study prepare you for your life's work, what
special interests do you have such as politics, charities,
religious activities and what special antidotes do you recall
concerning your years at the Law School?

I will discuss this with Professor Schroeder on his April 26th
visit.
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