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Class of 1919 Recalls~

~ the decade from 1910 thru 1919

-from a tailor's
ad in the 1914
WRU Yearbook

After the 1911 ruling requiring a college
degree for entrance to the School of Law our
freshmen began to look more like these sophisticates duded up in the latest 1914 styles.

Perennial Prayer
(taken from a 1913 Yearbook)

En Passant
They talk of the land of happiness
\\'here all of our dreams come true,
\Vhere everyone works just for exercise,
And there's not much work to do,
But my dream of a consummation
In this scheme of things as they are,
ls - a FEE and a CASE and a
CLIENT
\ Vhen I have passed the Bar

page six

This decade witnessed manv societal
upheavals and changes in wl1ich Law
School faculty and students participated, such as the Ohio Constitutional
Convention of 1912; Income Tax
Amendments; Direct Election of Senators; Prohibition; Women's Suffrage;
and the country's first experience in
a \Vorld War.
Among Trustees serving the Law
School during this period were J.
Homer Wade, William G. Mather,
\Villiam E. Cushing, Andrew Squire,
Homer H. Johnson, Frederick H. Goff,
and others who contributed so much
to the industrial, cultural and professional life of the times.
Prior to 1910 only a high school
education was required as a pre-requisite to becoming a candidate for a ·
law degree. Then, beginning with the
academic year 1911-12, Western Reserve University and two others-only
three universities in the country-required a college education as a prerequisite to becoming a regular student in the Law School unless the
student was taking an acceptable combined course of six years in the College
of Arts and Law School.
The total number of students per
year in the Law School prior to raising
the educational standards averaged
125, and thereafter for the remainder
of the decade, about 75. The faculty
averaged in number from thirteen to
fifteen men, of whom only three-at
times four-were full-time resident professors_ Dean V\Talter T. Dunmore
was an authority on Evidence and
Real Property; Professor Alvin C .
. Brightman on Contract Law; Professor
Archibald H. Throckmorton on Constitutional Law; and Clarence M. Finfrock on the Law of Trusts. The other
members of the faculty were outstanding practitioners at the Cleveland Bar.
. The tuition was $100 per year until
1916, when it was raised to $125. The

PROSPECTIVE Li\. WYERS VISIT
RESERVE LAW SCHOOL
Fellows Report Fine Trip Despite
Misfortunes
Friday and Saturday of last week
the embryo lawyers of Wooster went
to Cleveland to look over Wes tern Reserve ·Law school. Eight prospective
members of the bar left on the five
fifty car Friday evening. They arrived
in Cleveland about nine t}'clock. Four
Wooster alumni were at the car i.o
meet them, Messrs Hays, West,
Mason, and Bahler.
An enjoyable
evening was spent with these men recalling Wooster memories. The next
morning they visited the Law school
and attended several of the r€citations. Prof. Finnefrock took the men
to lunch at the Regent, the students'
favorite hashing house. In the afternoon they attended the ball game and
saw Cleveland defeat the Chicago
White Sox in a most exciting game.
After vi:;iting several pomts of interest in. the city, three of the fellows returned home while the remainder of
the company stayed to see "Hamlet."
The boys returning home Saturday
_. night experienced what might be called hard luck. The car, on which they
were, broke down twice and they were
held up for about two hours at Medina
by a washout. These misfortunes
landed them in Wooster at three
o'clock. All the boys report a most enjoyable trip. Those going were McCann, Miller, Wilson, Black, Herbst.
D. J<'unk, C. Funk, and Alexander.
This newspaper clipping dated April
30, 1914 from Vv' ooster, Ohio is testimony that our alumni of those days
went alJ the way in helping the Law
School recruit new students.

average cost of board and room was
from $4.50 to $5 per week, and remained at that figure until after the
conclusion of the first \Vorld War.
Upon the declaration of war, in the
spring of 1917, practically all students
who could pass a physical examination
entered some branch of service. There
were a few who returned to the Law
School in the autumn of 1917 because
of rejection for military service. In the
meantime the campus had been quickly converted to an army encampment.
Barracks were constructed, stud en ts
from many different colleges and universities moved in as recruits to take
the place of Western Reserve students
who had moved out, and they were
joined by regular Army officers and
men who were sent to train them.
Since the University could no longer
assume any responsibility for an athletic program, the Army did. The
commanding officer drafted a law student to take charge of the program

next year they were overruled by the
highest in scholarship, considering the
Trustees.
· ··
work of three years, was not installed
Thus, in this topsy-turvy manner,
until the year 1912. The other fraterthings carried on up to and for some ·
nities at the Law School-Phi Delta
time after the Armistice in No"vember, · Phi, Phi Alpha Delta and Delta Theta
· Phi-while theoretically social, actually
1918, when many of the students redistinguished themselves by encouragturned to the Law School to complete
their studies.
·
.·
ing their membership to scholarship
attainment and participation in the
The Order of the Coif, an honor
activities of the student body.
accorded to the four seniors who rank

-lJ
......····--····•·· .•.·-·····
·-··--•······--. ...........
...---............
--··--......
---•.......
··-.··••··----_--...·---····-·
...·-·... ---.......
THE: WOMAN SUFFRAGE PARTY
Ott

GREAT£" Cl.EV£LAND

"'

kEAocn., ... ,.T£1ts t7oe £Uct10 "V€Nur

CL•••'--"No. o..,,o Febr-Jary 2, 1917.
I

llr Charles P Thw1n.,, :Preurtent
The .Boar1 of Truateea
'lleatern lleaerve
Cleve1an1
Ohio l'niversity

Dear Sir: .

Enrollment Figures for
the 1910-1920 Decade
It is interesting to note the decline
after the 1911 requirement of a college
degree for admission and the sharp
drop due to 'World \Var I.
1910-11
1911-12
1912-13
1913-14
1914-15
1915-16
1916-17
1917-18
1918-19
1919-20

172
135
128
107
96
110
11 5
67
88*
138

'~42 of this number entered the second
semester after \1/\1/ I service.

and a dental student to coach teams.
A. G. Spaulding and Sons furnished
the necessary equipment on credit and
games in all branches of sport, intramural, inter-service camps and intercollegiate, were scheduled. Even the
coach played on the teams, since he
was a part of the student . body and
there were no other eligibility rules.

It was also in 1917 that the \Vomcn 's Suffrage League importuned the
Law School faculty to admit female
students. The faculty refused, but the

At the Second Annual Convention of the 17oznan Surrrage
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Suffragettes began
to assail the sacred precincts
of legal education. Reproduced
above is the actual letter (in part)
received by the Trustees containing
a resolution by the Suffrage Party
asking that women be admitted to
the Law and Medical Schools . The
resolution is printed in full herewith:

WHEREAS, The alumnae of the College
for \Vomen, \Vcstern Reserve University,
have petitioned the trustees of \1/ estern Reserve University to devise some method of
opening to women the Jaw school and the
medical school of \Vestern Reserve University;
AND WHEREAS, The trustees of \1/estern
Reserve University have expressed their desire for information as to whether a demand
exists for the opening to women of the Jaw
and medical schools;
BE IT RESOLVED, By the members of the
\V oman Suffrage Party that we assure the
trustees of \Vcstern Reserve Universi ty of
our deep interest in this question, and of
our feeling that with the growth of social
work carried on mainly by women, it is essential to the community that its girls be
admitted into technical schools of high
standing;
/\ND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
That we respectfull y urge the trustees of
\Vestcrn Reserve Universitv to associate the
University with other ins.titutions of high
standing in admitting women.

~,e .Board of Trustees
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A BIT OF WHIMSY
CIRCA 1913
Armour and Co . of Chicago are negotiating for the purchase of a considerable
tract of land immediately east of the Law
School Building on which it is proposed
to erect a large meat smoking establishment. The plans contemplate a building
about 200 ft. bv -100 ft. on much the
same style of architecture as Mr. Young's
drug store building, located on the corner
of Euclid and 115 th Street. The smoke
is to be taken from the basement of the
Law Building and after the nicotine and
hot air have been eliminated by passing
through a formaldehyde solution it will be
conducted through tunnels to the meat
smoking plant. It is thought enough will
be realized by the Law School from the
enterprise to purchase a soda fountain for
th e grill room at present conducted by
i\fr. Blackburn in the basement of the
Law Building.
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