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fails to provide an acrual benefit to the population of Botswana, the
trial would violate the Belmont Report’s Justice principle, because the
“society” bearing part of the burden, the Botswana population, would
receive none of the benefits of the research. This is also a problem in
the South African HIV vaccine trial.

The South African trial is being conducted by the HIV Vaccine Trial
Network and funded by the NIH in conjunction with the Medical Re-
search Council for South Africa (MRC). Testing has recently begun,
but there is no mention in the literature whether the vaccine, if effec-
tive, will be accessible to the population of South Africa.'4® The
MRC’s guidelines on ethics in medical research state that any result
from research supported by MRC vests rights in MRC to patent the
product of the research.’”® However, the guidelines also allow finan-
cial sponsors to have full rights to the results of the research, making
the HIV Vaccine Trial Network or NIH or both, the owners of the
vaccine patent.’>° Without further information, it is impossible to de-
termine whether the trials will provide a benefit to the South African
population that it is testing. The past has shown, however, that after
studies are concluded there is no guarantee that African society will
have actual access to the treatment tested. Thus, the failure of the
HIV Vaccine Trial Network or the NIH to pledge access to the vaccine
if it proves effective in either the Botswana or South African trial
leaves the door open for violations of the Justice principle that oc-
curred in past AZT drug trials.

The Uganda trial conducted by IAVI, an international scientific,
nonprofit organization founded in 1996, seems to be the one HIV vac-
cine trial most likely to produce a benefit for the African popula-
tion.'>!  Concerned with reports of vaccine researchers and
manufacturers using clinical trials in poor countries to exploit weaker
ethical protections for conducting biomedical research, the Ugandan
government negotiated an agreement with IAVI that the vaccine, if
effective, be accessible to the local population.’>?> This agreement
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