SCHOOL OF LAW Case Western Reserve University

CASE WESTERN R_ESER‘v’E
UNIVERSITY School of Law Scholarly Commons
Documents United Nations 780 Commission

2-18-1994

Joint Mission to Zagreb and Exploratory Visit to Slovenia Report

M. Cherif Bassiouni 1937-2017
Sabina Negovetic

Elenor Richter-Lyonette

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/documents_780

Recommended Citation

Bassiouni 1937-2017, M. Cherif; Negovetic, Sabina; and Richter-Lyonette, Elenor, "Joint Mission to Zagreb
and Exploratory Visit to Slovenia Report" (1994). Documents. 115.
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/documents_780/115

This Document is brought to you for free and open access by the United Nations 780 Commission at Case Western
Reserve University School of Law Scholarly Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Documents by an
authorized administrator of Case Western Reserve University School of Law Scholarly Commons.


http://law.case.edu/
http://law.case.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/documents_780
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/war_crimes_780
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/documents_780?utm_source=scholarlycommons.law.case.edu%2Fdocuments_780%2F115&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/documents_780/115?utm_source=scholarlycommons.law.case.edu%2Fdocuments_780%2F115&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

T T s o TAFLRID

cc reEv
:'\‘
OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES A GENEVE
Commission cf Experts established pursuant -
Security Council Resolution 780 (1882)} -~
TEL No: (41.22) 917 21 88/58 '
¢ FAX No: (41.22) 817 00 97

TELEFAX TRANSMISSIKC ™ _ )

‘ -

Ve ey
PAGE 1 OF _ﬁﬁ

DATE _ 27 . 02 2y

TO: “fg . ’(C&f\_.'eh"\. {/’5}(““\6‘/ ‘::cu.)’\l_ &2)4- l"lUJ(‘(":)UU\ ‘J—(Z LA N
[ng -, P~ \
U ‘ { 4o SOU
1 !
FAX-OUT No: ‘ % T

FROM: Julio A. Baez, Legal Adviser/Assistant Secretary of the Commissio

. T e i ; ) . .
SUBJECT i e allaches o doturaens
A 0[’)\ ok
%Qf:‘l’ ) /-\_Q;:é);\gi).,;:j S -
i

Ropot P N&Os
C;OM ¢




<o FEVY T Tw LU oo v v

:; .
o RS -
'- N .
. . L 4
«

Commission of Experts %
established pursuant to Security Council resolution 780 (1992) :

¢ In~depth investigation of allegations of sexual assault,
0 i extrajudicial executions, torture and alleged violatfons
= of international humanitarian law particularly in defention
camps in connection with the hostilities in the former Yugoslavia

~ REPORT ON A JOINT MISSION TO ZAGREB
AND ON AN EXPLORATORY VISIT TO SLOVENIA
30 JANUARY TO 11 FEBRUARY, 1994

by:

SABINA NEGOVETIC ELENOR RICHTER-LYONETTE

Givrins & Barne: 18 Fabruary, 1994
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¢ .
Q ’ . GROUPS OF POTENTIAL WITNESSES AND SURVIVORS

" We suggest seven groups of potentizl witnesses from the non-goveramental spectrum for
interview by Commission of Experts t2ams: '

> The anti-war :spectrum witnessss and survivors
> The *MacKinncn Group’ e.g. Kareta, Tresnjevka etc, . _
> Homz Clubs and self help groups of displaced persons

Lo Those under the care of loczl doctors in- the UNHCR refugee camp of Gasinei who

have no relatives in direct combat zones end were screened for resenlement to third
couniries with departure dates in March or April,

> Those who participate in programmes run by humenitarian and aid agencies
. B The quango group
> The church group.

In additicn, government offices offzr assistance in contacts with victims and witnesses. A
separate report will probably deal with these sources. :
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Annex 1

, MEDICAL CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS v

The Medical Center for Human Rights picrures itself es a non-governmental organization,
Their links with the Division of Information end Research of the Ministry of Health of the Republic
of Croatia suggest, hog;,&a,@;ggh&gq Centre is more of 2 'quango’ or quasi-non-governmental
organization. ¢DFFHEERaINakic*Alfirivic;ifor example, welcomed us at the Office of Displaced
Persons & Refugees of the Government on 31 Janvary, (s & rifeTof Telena BF4ijia of. Caritas v Zagteb,
as we heart on § February, and she is actively associated with the Medical Centre for Human Rights,
Equipped with newest data technology, the Centre is zctively involved in the documentation of wer

atrocities and war crimes against Croatians and others.

Interesting enough, the Centre enjoys the good services of Dr, Mladen Lorncar, himself an
ex-detaines held at Begejci near Zenjeni in the Vojdovina and in other places. Mr, Lonear is a
medical doctor by profession znd took part in the first exchange of prisoners between Serbia an
Croztia on 10 December, 1991. Instead of remuning to Novisad, where he had lived beforzhend, the
then 30 year old moved to Zagrsb and. started working with ex-detainees, Mr, Loncar is calm,
commitied and profzssional there is no search for znention in his voice when he says thet having
being relezsed on 10th December, the Internztionz] Human Rights Day, made him start to work for
justice and heaiing.

Mladea Loncar works with & survivors of detention camps all over Croatia, His work
is not financed by the Medicel Center or the governmant but by donations from the Croat community
abroad. He observes phenomenons such as post-tireumatic stress, psycho-somatic reactions, trauma,

‘ anxisty, tendency 1o suicide, sudden cezth without easy expiznetion and other posi-detention reactions,

He distinguishes betwzen the effecis of rape in women and men, and conrtinues to explain
that the worst possible for a woman would 52 t0 have been rzped, 10 have become pregnant, and 10
have been forced o give birth to a baby impregaated a result of the rape. For men, ke distinguishes
batwesn homosexuzl rzpe ead castration (either partial with a chance of survival or complete with the
effect that the person is normelly dead). The largest group, however, of men are those with
unspecific reactions. They often had their sexval organs dameged and suffer from all kinds of side-
effects in addition to the effects of thair treatment in captivity.

. There are two groups of S rapists raping &: Those described as hiddea homosexuzls who
come out through the chance to exersise power in detention siruations and those who develop a
¢ollective *super-ego’. The later may be men who, as a consequence of the wer, have Seen forced
10 change religicn, to chang wire way of life end they rsact by commilting revenge crimes,
Yet, in their psychelogicel di n, nothing has necesserily been wrong with them beforehand.
War propzganda and the {fz2lin zble 10 do anything znd ‘0 get away with it, together with

the experiénce of a militerization tire socisty zround them zdd to runing them towerds ¢rime.
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relief. He shares the approach of Inger Agger of the ECTF in this respect. He also stresses that one
most important issue is to see testimony as an empowerment and as having made a choice.

Mladen stresses that he does not tzke the testimonies himself, he only helps in the process. - . __

Asked about options to go to court in Croatia and to bring 10 trial cases such as the above,
he says that there might be a chence, if the person can identify the rapist.

Miaden definitely wishes to cooperate with the COE. He spezks no foreign language but his
Serbo-Croata is very precise and via translation good communication is easily estzblished, Once, he
will begin to talk to those he cares for, he beliefs to have et least 20 persons who would wish to
testify, most prebably many more.

The present residences of rape victims under his care ere in: Split, Karlovee, Osijek,
Slavonia,

Origin and/or past detention in:

Sarajevo

Mostar

Manjaca

Prijador

Omarska

i
Vukovar) - )

Breko D

Banja Luka

Jablanica

Vitez
e ——

= -
Gorzazde )
S

N




Annex 2

ECIVMM

The EC Monitoring Mission was conceived in CSCE and formalised through European
Community arrangements, Its legal mandate dates back t0 the so called "Brioni Agreement’ of 7 July
1991 and it is not limited ia time, as are the UNPROFOR missions, which require regx.la: extensions
and new Security Council rﬂsolunons

" With the d°ploym°"l of UNPROFOR, ECMM refocussed and operates aow in Bosma-
Hercegovina, Hungary, Bulderia, Albania and Macedcnia. The three main arees of ECMM's
monitoring ar2 pOHIlCal military and humeanitarian metters and dxplomat.s military officers and
NCO's are invelved in the task, Moritoring is used to medizte in conflict situations and to report to
the International Conference on Former Yuzodawa (CFY) in Geneva, to the EC- Pres:dency in
Brussals and to other selected parties.

ECMM b ings together monitors from the twelve EU countries and from five CSCE
countries, these mg Canzda, Czech Republic, Peland, Slovakia and Sweden. Allin &lf, some 350
persons belong to he ECMM staff. At prassnt, Greeea is in charge of the Mission in line with
general EU arrangements.

There are saven regional centres of ECMM. These are in Zagreb, Knin, Zenica, Szeg.d
Balgrade, Sctia and Tirzna. Liaison officers exist in 2’ UNPROFOR EQs, in Ljubljana and in
Geneva ,or contact with the ICFY and other humanitarian agencies.

ECMM stresses its ability in crises menagement and in confidence building measures sur
place, for which some memobers clam to have a repttetion superior o that of UNPROFOR., ECMM
is fully unarmad.

ECMM prov'd°s a compendium with texts on Croatian legislation. This compendium covers
texts on the constitutionzl law on humen rights and freedoms, the rights of nationel and ethnic
communities or minorities, the Creztiza citizenship law, the law on ebsolution ftom ¢rimal pursuit
and rfrem the procedure of criminal offenses during armad conflict, The ECMM Humanitarian
Seciion also p uohcnna a repert on imser-ethnic violence in Yitez, Busovaca and Zenica in April 1993
of some interest to the purpose of our investigation.

. In the ECMM morning briefing of 4 Februzry Elenor R.-L. introduced the COE mission,
A request hzd been reczived the day before by the Germen delegation in ECMM. Julio B. originally
intended to himself brief ECMM but Jater delegatad the task, The ten minute brief was well received

ECMM offerad its support 1o the COE mission and is prepated 10 essist with logistics
plenning, if 50 rzques ed. :

b5

Q
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Annex 3

VOLUNTARY RELIEF DOCTORS <YVLY %ﬁ%

VO]LDT;[)’ Relief Doctors (VRD) is a German based medical NGO with permanent werking

.) experignce in Bosnia-Hercavogina as of July 1693 aridZ48smedicalastaffideployed™ They work in
~ & ERdsZenicarein Lukovace they provide general medical backup 10 local health strucrures

tough a local representative. In Zenica they xmp!ement a protheses building and provision project
for the disabled. ' -

. VRD replied to our two page summaery fax of January 1993, They took the mmatwe and

\ translated the English summary into German and Croate and they approached.Josal zuthorities in order
" for the@ to 2ssist us in our task. The NGO was from the beginning most cooperatlveﬁ\;n“lf’aﬂﬂ

@gmumcanonxrequ Fes German 55 8. means. of communicetionsiIn reply to their initiative, the local

SN AT A

auth0r1u=s of Lukavac, a town of 40,000, some 7 kilometres from the centre of Tuzla, contacted us
by sending a letter in Germen to the \GO for onward despetch to us, This is mterestmg becsuse it
. shows the dynamics in place. .

. Lukovae like several satellite towns zround Tuzla is host to a large populaticn of d:splac.d
persons znd refugees and among these, there are persens .ron-Travnlk,~quo,| ~and Brcko.’ These
are mestly Muslims, but also Croats and Serbs. The township, as assessed’ by the ) ’\*GO still
possesses ‘the old Bosnian spirit’ of shared neighbourhood. Hence, no ethnic ciaches are reported.
Lukavac is in a more privileged position then Tuzla itself, as there zre industries of some importence
which among others nourish the town of Tuzle. Central hsating end electricity still work, Lukavee

, hzs medical tacilities of apperently high quality and the local health structures are able to support
- witnesses after testimony in case there would be 2 need for psychological backup or trauma

treatment.
A:b gngh'ofthe oovernmental 1 Borm.'m Waz} Crxrr?i(??%m:csmnrope;at’e?;n the town 21
' iswilling to assist the COE";Among OtHErs; they t,ropose *some 150 written, testimonies, Those wi

testified are still in town zciording 10 the NGO and the local authorities state e that &l witnesses are
willing to testify in front of COE representatives and in front of the International War Crimes
Tribunal, if 50 requested,

The testimonies in question primarily relate to experie'nces in concentration ¢emps in what the
loczl edminisirztion calls ‘temperarily oceupied {erritories’, Viciims ere Bosnian primarily but not-
only Muslims. Tha local zuthorities speak zbout 250 perpetrators involved in crimes. There &
supportive documents such ¢s photogrzphic evidence 2nd medical data which could be made avai!abie.
The crimes in question weré commized 2t different poiits in time during the war, and new influxes
into Lukavac still report new atrecities aceording to the NGO.

The NGO suggssts 10 ask tha assistance of the local administration in ploviding safe areas
for testimony and they siress that such arrangements must not orly b2 made prior to the arrivel of
any potential interview tezm but that the issue merits care and attention. They would be prepared 1o
zssist locally, if <o requested, zs long as this d css nct endangar their own frzedom of movement.
They s2e their mandate 2 s primarily medicel
* According 16 the lces! zutheritizs the Bozrian War Crimes Commission in Sarajevo skould
be contzctzd ag wwell. Lukoves informed ‘h:m .t our investigation and in reply they were toid

] that the Sc[-..\O Commizt! :atirs documentation with the COE.
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¢ . '
Tucdiyavha states that it hed published o 70 pago dooumentation in the past which contsined

some

54 xﬂstirbonies of femele survivors of rzpe.

This decumentation had been shared with UN

GRELZRIE

already. &Tresn;evka-.esumates, thatUp:toz 100 . women,; may.be. ptepared. to. testify= at, present’? Some
of these were part of the initial 54, Others were survivors of recent tapes and belonged wthe group

of new arrivals.

"f‘?ﬁ']m’ edL10; contact! Lﬁjéﬁl%vﬁ fot ihe COE: IR consultztion with, Cathermef‘Aﬁ’
AMacKIRFORRTRELE Bllowing detailsiware givent aB0Ut these. women s -
PLACE OF ORIGIN: DETAILS KNOWN:
Visegrad partly witnesses of 'mass grave' incidents or -
‘ aware of their location
Miljevina close 1o Foca
Zvornik
Bratunac/Srebrnica
Bijelina
Doboj among others from Grabska
Prijedor/Kozarzac
Sanski Most
Bihae- ' 2 female witnesses from Ripac where a rape
camp, was operate
Kotor Varos .
Titov Drver |

Tresnjevka recommends four woman 25 @

- £
- recell the layo
- remembsar pt
- cen name de
- T2¢ i
- know the n2

' - . . .4-::' SR S
T‘ne ¢ informarion can b2 ccr:ela;ed‘wg\rdalgaﬂo ADan

zli detzils of the vniforms

2 Xey witnesses §s these:

member tha name of other womsan who were killed

ut and dztails of the camp in which they were detzined
aci s= dstzils of the ¢rimes committed

aizs (including hours) and curation of captivity

s of the perpetrziors

riminals in question,

mes of the aileged ¢

o s
r,:‘—:.qr. ;;;TT‘ A n:z

iy dai ed*-»Vnan a-Lating: gynaegolog:st« at?
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'c,aiiZé'ggeo‘(modxcal fetons) -
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ETHNIC CROATE HOME CLUBS AND LOCAL NGOS / 7 '7‘ 5@
A meeting on 31 January 93 brought tegether mempers of COE core mission team and more
.\ than 100 representatives of local NGOs znd sthnic Croat®Home Clubs zt the Office for Displaced
Persors and Refugess at 14, Republic of Austria Square in Zzgreb. Aster an introductory
preseatation by Karen K. the invited were asked for their comments and their represantatives began
to share their worries, advice, life steries and warnings rather {reely. We were invited by Karen K.
in the process to help her explain the task. .

P e

L ebgE

A more than once heard comment was: it makes no sense for the Commission of Experts
to identify witnesses from within official refugee camps only as the majority of dxsplaced -and
refugees lives in private accommodation. They cannot talk freely in refugee camps.

The *horizontal and ‘emcal approach’ did not impress them elther pc.mcularly,
did not grasp what that would mean in practice. {\b mﬁﬂmmmd‘ ‘,u. &2 NO

They were highly suspicious also of the concept of limiting the investigation to detention
centres. One speaker with support from others described how the systematic sealing off of villages
had meant ordeal for their communities and how comperable in all detail their experience hed been
to that of ex-detainess from detention camgps or cemires. lt made no sense to him to differentiate
between the two or to focus the invesiigaticn on detention facilities only. In fact, by doing thet one
would clearly miss out on undersianding their plight as civil population. He insisted that villages
should form part of the investigation. In his own home area, the speaker szid, tea vilizges of 2,750
persons in totzl had become one single camp. Some 120 persons hed survived the seeling off.

In 2nother comment one spezker warmed that it was not enough to investigate stipctures of
command or to find out how systematic certain patterns of rape or the like had occurred. He

. thought that there should be rather limits to the information collected. What was needed to his
undersianding was to name those responsible end to put them on trial. Names were needed and not
structures.

Another speaker gave a detailed cescription of how a woman from his area had deen killed
with UNPROFOR trocps oniy 100 metres ewzy. He insisted that they could have stopped her legs
being cut off.

The Yukovar massacre helped (0 bring out more frustration about the role of United Nations.
Surprisingly enough, there wes interest in.cooperaticn with (e Commission of Experts, &t the same
time, As long as cur work would make a difference in comperison with past investigations and as -
long as it would not simply duplicats what hzd been provided shared with Mazowiecki and with some
government commissions and medig, things were fire,

Towards the end of the mesting, Dr. Nakic-Aimivic offered 10 act as a link beiween the
Commission of Exper:s and the Home Clubs. She would wr e to them and pre-cort and pre-select
the epl es from them in order 10 preseni 1o us the best possidle cases. Karen K. welcomed this NC
procedure as fantastic. ‘ ’ﬂw%& u,La w,qqpﬂ = -
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BOSNIAN HOME CLUBS 7S o

On 3 February, a meeting was scheduled with some 20 Bosnian Home Clubs and the Red
Cross of Bosnia & Hercegovina, It took place at the premises of the Doboj Home Club in Zagred,

¥

Bosnian Home Clubs are NGOs which date back to the beginning of the war in Bosnia. At
first, they were physical mesting points for refugees, they rraced missing persons, exchenged
information on home areas ard they providad logisics support for those civilians which arrived in
Croatia. They 2lso help form a platform for discussion and mutual support, in general, :

The function of Bosaian home clubs therefore is multifaceted.
The Doboj Home e.g. is involved in the following activities:

- care for new arrivals in Zzgred and help to those who need to leave Bognia dus to
gthnic cleansing ’

- tracing of family members in third countries .

- collection of evidence in respect w0 missing, torrured or ex-detziness e.g.

- chancelling of informetion to the media (one of the first interviews with an ex-
detzinze zppezred in the Washingicn Postin July 1992, Contacts had been arranged
by the Home Club) ' :

- Work in refugee camps (Little Doboj)

- Collection and delivery of humaritarian aid 10 Bosnia .

- support to injured either in Croztia or in third countries, including medical 2id and

. rehzbilitation
- cars for some 600 children who are orphens
- coltect testimonies in order to cocument atrocities or the destruction of cuiturel
propesty. '

Karen K. explained the function and zims of the COE mission 10 Zagreb end asked those
invited for comments. Again, home club members expressed their reservetions towards UN and it ?

could be observed thet they remained reserved, criticel and full of distrust throughout the meeting., *,
They questicned why testimony was collecred yet another time.

Towards the end of the gathering, home club members expressed their willingness 10
cooperate in the COE process, nonetheless. Dr. Alicehajic mentioned some 180 testimonies which
the Commission of Experts couid dispese of immediately. These would be zvailable from the Red
Cross of Rosnia & Herzzgovina. In addition, they zgreed i0 consider providing further information

if each homa club preseat could be visiied by the COE tezm. This procedure was agreed.

Next meetings were scheduled for 12 February (Domevinska Zzjednica Modri¢, Home Club

as

of Spreca, Rad Cross of Bosniz-Herzegovine, Dr, Mubnidin Alicehajic) 13 February (_Tuzla tegion, ~

Brcko) end 19 February (Bosznski Pesrovac, Sanski Mast, Gracanica, Zvornik) so 25 to aweit the g

deparnire of these desiing with NGO cepiacis. ) s\)@, ar b‘(-&’(/ gu,??g?&}n
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Annex 7

MERHAMET /

Merhamet is aneoid humaznitarian Orgamzanon which operzted before 1945, It was later
prohlblted znd reestabliched operations both within the former Yugoslavia and in support of the
former Yugoslavia in countrizs such as Germany.

e'hamet shares a copy of the COE information sheet with vs which is intended to’ serve as
an announ nt in refugee czmps and which is created to spread information on the Co:nm:sswn
and its mvestmatxon

The procadures and zims of COE interviews are cescribed as follows:

- to coilect infcrmation with a view of putting on trials war criminals

- interviews will be conducted during the month of March

- interviews will be conducted by Screign and highly qualified lawyers

- interpretziors are being chosen with care 50 a5 10 guarantee correct translation and
secrecy of the interview

- all persons invelved in the interviews will be female

- sefe places will be available for the interviews and t 1ese will be chosen according to
the wishes of the witnesses

- if the witnesses wish 10 bring sugport persons for the interview, such persons may
be friends, members of the family or zny other person selected by the one being
interviewed,

It seems important to revise the information sheet $0 2s 10 encorporate infermation 2bout the

option of sworn testimony!

e e e Rt TS YT :
gﬁ/rhame ishes‘to providg witnesse§ BUT He person in quesnon is:still tzuvellm*g-.;“ #

STl -




- important group for COE to com

Annex 8

UNHCR /

In line with'prior arrangements, meetings with UNHCR were handled by another member of
the team. Only informal contacts were therefore established, and these upon recommendztion by the
Jesuit Refugee Services in Zagreb. The Jesuits had worked with Ms, Morelli, an Italian national and
UNHCR field officer in Kar]owac before her departure (0 Gasinci and continued to cooperate.

Gasinci is 2 UNHCR rafugee camps which tcok over ftom Karlovac as a processing centre
for those individuals screened for departure to third countries under resertlements programmes. Mg,
Muielli Lad moved with the eeseload. According 0 ths Jecuite, the did in outst anding jnh- in
Karlovac and continved to do so in her new post,

Contacted by satellite telepheone - which is elso the only promising way of contact - Ms.
Morelli expressed her suppert 10 the ongoing COE process. She said that records wera being kept
of all resenlement cases and that UNECR was therefore eble locally o trance the whereabouts of all
thoseteseftled in the past. If ncttheir addrass, then the receiving government counterpart agency was
recorded. .

She agreed that those whose depart cheduied for the near future would be a very
If mx!y members left in combat zones, various
among those in waiting would ¢ coab y wis; pan' ipete in the investigation by either describing
incidents as witnesses or victims of sexual assault. :

Y .1

Ms, Morelli would welcome to be ra-contact
safest way for communicating datails of cur investig
terrain is required to hardle ihe inv

ed. She recommends fex communication as the
ztion. Utmost discretion and k.nowledge of the
tc-hon in her opinion, and Ms. Moreili reiterates that the

E
security risk which some pecple may stzte in Gasinci is ganerelly well founded. Yet, she thinks that
it was worthwhile to vigit Gazingi and to stey in iouch with the Jesuits,
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Annex 9

WOMENAID ~— & 42 ol ‘a/
‘ . lrranty @ﬁ» ik

WomenAid and Women International Reszzrch Institute Research Institute ars Bntxsh NGOs. R 5.
WomenAlid is a ragistered charity as of 1987 and they give as their main aims: '

- to offer women telief from distress and poverty

. to assist in the education of women inciuding trzining for remunerate or productive
work, and L .
. to provide emergency relief for women, their families znd communities.

-

n early 1993, WomenAid launched an Appeal on behalf of 'Rape Camp’ young women and
girls, with special emphasis on Bosnia and Dame Anne Warburton supported them by lending her
name to fund raising events, -

WomenAid wanted 0 prove then that an zll women NGO was capeble of solid logistics
planning 2rd that they could deliver humzniiarian zid witheout losses into combat zones. Their initiel
focus was therefore on food, ciothes and medicine, The delivery of quantities of high protein biscuits
large enough to supply both Croatia and Bosnia entirely made their name with UNHCR, ODA and
other British NGOs.

In January 1993, WomenAid begzn to work with the Zagreb based feminist NGO
"Tresnjevka’ (see Annex 4) and when Tresnjevka split, they sierted their own WomenAid office in
Zagreb, :

Under a system of so called "international relief grants’, refuges women receive cash in hand,
directly. They may obtain a flat grant of up to DM 120,-, 2nd more if they require a passport.
Medical grants are equally availeble. The ’invisible cupboard’ is used where women wish to select
clothes according t0 their perscnal taste without being watched in a soup kitchen manner. The back
of the agency offices is aveilzble for this purpose. The agency describes such zpproaches as “another

.znd mors feminine approach o developmen:". The agéncy documents jts programme and women

recipients themselves zre invited 10 fill in documentation forms where they c¢an tick items like 'rape’
to document their pareonal history. In medical terms WomenAid is the first NGO ia Croatia to focus
on metzmedicine and on NLP, in particular, ue;r initial NLP propusal was turned down Dy the
European Community Tzsk Force in Zzgreb but the agency is optimistic to continue having registered
in the USA where finencial suppert for NLP is e:sx.r to mobilize, :

At present, Wome.‘A d supporis Zena B&H, Tresnjevka, the Centre for War-Raped Women,
and WomenAid, Zagreb. It hes begzn to build a network and Elenor met with the network.
coordinater Pida Ripley cn 9 February, 1993 to discuss potentizl ways cf cooperation,

WomenAid gives the impression of highly efficient menagement on the international level of
the orgenizeticn. They would be mcst ;‘e;,-a 10 cogperate with the Comm jssion of Experts, in
particular once their trauma care programmes ars further geve

A tziemenis o the Internzsionel Wer Crimes Tribunel
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THE 'KATHERINE MACKINNON GROUP’ a{a)p;é Yo%

¢ _ .

We established contact with Ms, Katherine MacKinnon on 9 February, when feminist NGOs .
such 28 "Tresnjevka' 'Kareta' 'Biser’ and the-'Women of Bosnia & Hercegovina' had pointed out that
Ms. MacKinnon was their joint legal adviser and that she enjoyed not only their highest respect and
trust but that they wished her {0 participate in the process.

Panicularly Kareta made. it clear that they would envisage a cooperation with COE but only
if Ms. MacKinnon was fully briefed and agreed this step. They stressed that, in their opinion, Ms.
MacKinnon should be incorporatedin the process of evidence wzking. Her presence in Zagreb-at one
point during the stay of the COE mission of 26 February - 27 March had been demanded by Kareta.
They had discussed the issue with Ms. MacKirron and they hed communicated details of their
understanding of the COE itinerary, approach znd process,

Tt deemed useful to spezk perzonally to Ms, MacKinnon in Berlin, both to show respect for
the special relztionship between her and Zzgreb feminist and women NGOs and w0 explore as to
whether direct contacts betwezn Ms, MacKinnon znd Prof. Cherif Bassiouni could be envisaged.

Ms. MacKinnon reac:ed'very posid 2 10 Elenor’s approach, 2nd, when being briefed about
the general scope and focus of the mission, she made it very clear thet she thought that Prof.
Bassiouni had succeeded 0 secure the pzmc.pa:xon of  highly qualified, reputzble and suitable legal
tearn. She expressed her high respect for Professcr Bassiouni's work and pointed out that the best
interest of those under his czre had always ruled his legal professional practice; even before he had

been appointed in his present czpacity. Sr-e trusted that he would make this endeavour a success,

It was concluded that the best possxale procedure would be if Ms, MacKinnen could comact
Prof. Bassiouni directly so as 50 allow for the discussion of potentizl panterns of cooperation.
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On, 8 February 1994, we met witheMEiHelen °Brajsa JUhe chigfexecutive ofiCaritaszin: ther,
mse;ofszgoreb/ Msy Brzjsa is an icstintion n instirution end while paying due re<pevt to

her often difiicult work, she may well be called the "iron lady’ of Zagreb.

Annex 11

Ms, Brajsa opened the first branch of Carites in Croatia on 8 July 19639 when she - as she
recalls vividly - found the first abandoned baby, Without ever compromising on the task has she
pursued the issue of caring for the destiruce ever since. Before the end of communist rule she
remembers thet Carites had only existed in Zzgreb itself. Recently, Carites was spreading all over
Croatia, however, Around Sibeaic, .q Split end in Rijeka either support centres or mobile teams had
begun to begin 10 work ) T

Since 1969, Jelena Brzjsa has processed some 900 women in Caritas housss and some 1680
babies were hosted. Her organization had fa ilitzte the adoption of certain of these children end some
30 sbandoned children presently lived in the care of Carites Zagreb.

In crder to d2al with numbars as larg2 as the above, some 21 persons assisted Caritas in so
called "Mobile Teams’. The coverage of these mobils teams wes remarkable and she could stete with
pride that there was no hospital in Zagred where her tsams did not visit, No bzby could be born in
any Zagreb hospital without.Carites visiting the mother. Besides their field trips t0 hospitals Caritas
also wcued the homes of the needy and they worked with those without residence in the streets.
Refugee women and displeced were among those serving., The sireet workers and mobile teams of
Carites met &t $ix p.m. eac) Tuesday. There were a lot of people who theoreticaily cared for the
poor, but they rezily did the job.

At present, there wera some 96 women znd 118 children under her cire. Pregnancy or

. motherhood with a new-borp bzby were pre-'equi-izes for the acceptance into one of Caritas’ houses

and homes. Stay wes not Jimited ia time and women were given a job to do by cooking, washing &nd
cleaning for themseives. Neediework, knining =nd the h:ce were also offered,

Not enly Christizns were a¢ :ept°d into the sight Caritas samil ly homes in Zagreb but also
Muslim women, In delicate casss e.z, whea men were either suddenly relocated or wers visiting
from the front lines, femilies could be reuniied, temporerily. Separating married men and women
wes sursely inhuman,

Garitas is rot the only organization which sugperts "ap“‘d wonen with housing end through
the provision of itams of besic nezd. Mz, Brajsa pointed out that there was 2lso one larger house of
the Samaritans where these women résidad. 'I‘~ ir stay was iimised to 30 days, howsver, 3 concept
whirh was nnr anceptahls 1o Carites in timss ¢f wer.

znce from
he Zagreb d:ocese. One

Thers wers eleve \oue-es in Croeti
the fact t'rmc -.0 tf Croztiz's pcpul tion re
ion persons uV"’d within the Sity noxce s
services wers populer because the znonymity of

haif rural areas.
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Among "theze destitute wome
surviver of raps. This womzn might
saveral of those uom.n undar Canras
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IFRCAND ICRC , — LF / @er@oo\ ¢
—_— @@U’rzoé-odrﬂ
. In cooperation with UNHCR and IOM, the Internationzl Federation of Red Cress and Red

Crescent Socieries end the Intecnational Committes of the Red Cross have agresd on shared
responsibilities. : ;
1

IFRC ¢.g. works in four republics of the former Yugoslavia, They are not involved in the
screening of refugees for resetrlement to third countries. They, however, have a strong presence in
refugee camps and in the monitoring of safety and security.

ICRC works in Bosnia and UN protested arezs on Human Rights issues of all kinds, ICRC,®
like IFRC, is rot involved in the screening cf re'ﬁ.xgee for resettlement,

The International Orgeanization for Migrztion (TOM) acts in the tradicional way, 2.g. as the
"travel agent’ for the physical transfer of refugees from their first counuy of asylum to thes
resettlement country.,

UNHCR therefore is ageney with prime respons:b:.xty for the organized mevement of
refugees znd t0 some degree dispiaced parson,

We met with Kirsten Danielsen, the courtry programme Soordinator of IFRC, on 7 February,
Ms Damelsen br.efed us, thct d-e;e were’ <ome 1<0 staff under their re<pons;b11|ty in Zaoreb out of

coorc.mators Ins;de ren.gee camp counsellmo ou‘d bs provxded butriot xherapy All madlcal ca:

was the financiel responsibility off.h= renge°s L"‘.E"\SEI\’eS. No financial assistance by the government

was available to them. It wes possible 20 build up a ¢lub or a group of some kind for knitting ot the
. like under IFRC care but no groups wnh the desiared 2im of therapy for rape victims,

Utmost care was necessary not to endenger those temporarily residing in refugee camps, IFRC
stressed, It was a must to have safe places for tes i ony. These had to be outside refugee camps,
Stigmatization and real danger cculd prevail if such preceurions were not teken, Cearsful and
professicnal planning on the side of COE was needed

We should rot forget thet only 20% of the refuges community lived in canps while §0%

lived in privats accommodation in Croatia. Camps wer pla s of tight social conte
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BISER

BISER, the 'Pegl’, was founded in January 1993, They are zn international, decentralized
network of women from Bosnia and Hercegovina, They work in Germany, Switzerland, in Zagreb
in Croatia, in Sarajévo in Bosnia and they are about to start working in the United States of America
among exiled refuoee communities. In Zagreb, Falza Mustovic represents the orgenization, "Biser
has goed contacts all over Croetia and through its work with UNHCR and others is a well informed
NGO. In and around Zagreb *Biser supports some 3,000 refugees and displaced women in the”
following refugee settlements and refugee camps:
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Senda Kreitmayer zttended the COE *Meeting *with Mental Health Professionels’ on 2.
February 1994 in the Hotel Esplanade on behalf of Biser. (This meeting probably is well documented
in a separzate teport by another tezm member end therefore does act require further write up.)

At this occasion, we came to d:tcuss options for safe testimony ard, in the seme context, the
dilemma of ‘those caught in encircled towns and v,llages in Bosnia, Among these there would'
certzinly be a m.-r.ber of women who would wish to testify in order to make their experiences known
if safe passages were avaiizble. '

~

Tt was most ne?p-Jl 10 hear that a legal option exists to bring out nationzls of Bosnia into e.g.
Creatiz. UNPROFOR air iraasport could be used for this purpese if the UNFROFOR zpplication
form for "experts’ would be uszd. This form is designed for pecple who get invitations from abroed
e.g, o parzicipa:e in internstion tings. The form carriss the specification "GS"-form,

PEEE e

Cnriy further conacis w ns.ld permit 10 estimate how me n,' women Biser would recommen
for intervigw. Riser s pzrt of the fzcx:nnnn Erow'. (s‘e ennex 10) znd should be ”’P;OcCuv—d in
line with e.g. Kareza 2nd Trésnjevka. -
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THE ANTI WAR CAMPAIGN IN CROATIA

The Antiwar Campaign in Croatia (AWCC) came into exiszence in July 1991, Fourding
members were persons from a wide épectrum of movements such es the environment, human rights,
women and peace movements and thers were also spiritual roots in some. In parallel, similar
organizations founded themselves in other républics such &s the Peace Centre in Sarajevo, the Centre
for Antiwar Action Beograd, the Civil Peacz Council Titograd in Montenegro. After April 1992
common actions was no longee poss:b]e easily with communication lines cut, Yet, pre-war contacts
allow monitoring of the overall sirnation, even under these resiricted conditions. '

After some 2 1/2 years, the AWCC comprises some 15 local specialized organizations, many

"with specific antiwar action programimes and pertly with own development programmes., On 10
February, a chance prasented itself 10 spezk togVesna: Tersehc,{ the very eéXperienced: courtry
LS L 1P

coordinator of AWCC: ./

AWCC &nd the "Centre for Peace, Nenviclence and Human Rights' in Zagreb publ1<hes the
magazine "arkzin’, the magezine of the Croatian antiwar campaign. 10,000 copies are printed every
month 2nd seven thOuS..nd of these are zcrually soid. This wide dissemination speaks for a demand
being met. The publicaticn is freely distributed and censorship has not been applied by the
zuthorities, so far. Civil liberties zre a central topic treated.”

¢ As’an umbrella oruamzauon, AWCC exercises very little cen wealized power! The idea is
to act locally and thers are larger peace groups in Qsiisk. Rjjeka, Split Keariovae and Porec. In
Rijeka, Suncree ;_:-“t should be a zood counterpart for CO»— purposes., Thvy jey started in refugee centres
as of July 1992. Now they lock after some 22 rg Aggg_c_iltlg;. ‘Nexus’ as a humanitarizn aid
offspring of Suncrocket executes pregrammes. In Csijek the Centre for Psace, Non-Violence &
Human Rxgh*s sheuld be comac:ed. The later is a formal pzrt of the Antiwar Campaign, There wers
also contacts for Split worthwkile pursuing if aa option existed to zctually travel there. Definitely,
Split could rot be missed out if the COE intended 0 do work in a comprehansive way.

s of AWCC, there zre some of imporiance to the mission of the

Among the varicus offsprings
ts should be meintzined wuh:

Commission of Expert. Contacis

7

Tre CENTRE FOR WOMEN WAR VICTIMS in Zagreb:
The Centre for Women War Victims became independen t in March 1993.£Sara Wo
and:Martifa Belié are importani counterparts for the work of the COE; so xs.-!\eva. ‘Toelle-
S A T —
The ZAGREB WOMEN LOBBY
has no formel represeniative. Tt is 3 forum for information exchange and it is hosted in turm

by various ‘\-'o-'"-er.’s oreznizaiions in town. Vera Kesic of Women Rights - Human Rights could be
COE col B AC TR _
i l vl

Thg L I\FOTHEKA~'* Z3igred

TR K AETEIE . Zounteros
E'%r___,,—_——-— rizdai Kieseviciought o be 2 goog‘.u’qu\:ter;{_g.
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INDIVIDUALS

¢
15/1  Ms. Zelika Mrkic

@?%;Zé]jﬁfﬁ;ki‘é%liér member of Tresnjevka znd WomenAid) has indicated her

prepar"ekdness to assist the Commissicn of Experts. She nzmes sore eight women survivors of rape
in Zagreb with whom she could establish contact. These have survived some two or three different
c2mps, as she stresses, She has contacts 2lso with the Munich based grovp of Omarska ex-~detainess.
and with initiatives for the support of raped wemen from the former Yugoslavia in Berlin, Germany,
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FIKRETA H, =0 YEARS
GRAFSKA NEAR DOBOJ, SCHOCL CENTREZ DOBRJ

st=renes 3 MAY
After thg Crhetnik ‘had snisreg tme TOWn, Lhey gsosratsd ire
wemen, children and ols pecpls Fron meEn on tme pratext thact
they were %o be mobitizeds Instead fney were imoris2anen.
Hundreds cof us were locksd inm the high scheel buiidipg 0
Doboi which was usgd as & priscrs Came, It wmas all -Zzne oy
pur neighbours, As =oon as we wera impriscned tne g0 C2ilsd
_"Martich soldiers” zrrived with shotgums and sslectsd yourg
women and girls,. They pushﬂd them to the middie =F 2he roon
‘and told the group cf Chetniks that thsy could du whataver
they wanted with theses wemen anc is, There vize witmoswy
those v~~' : 2rd sSzinking Snatniy s

PR
it

silence. Ard trhen
grabbed the heipls
their clothes off, o cull
“with knives. &M
also across tbair bel.-~s.
the spot. '

Thosa women and qirls werz rapsc and terirdrized in vront oF
seyaral hundresd priscrere, It wzs horribla (o watch youno
] s fhed Ffathiers There wis ~3

girls Leirg razced in #ront
escanE and the hel
In the evening, =af
-
-

into the .rcom wi e
searching for young 2 . YRAN T
The girls would scrzam and <ry o _Gzhg N0 theElY @RETnhErz.
in whose hands part of treir zorn clothes would ramain,
Each Lime trey —sma to take the young 9irls away, they wowil

cshoct at ues.

At night, the dead bodiss of girls would bz breought in &
lett in <¥h= middle c¥f ¢ om Fur Us To watch arnc mora ove
until dawn. The next o

4 . merning, tneEir bodigs would he throw
into th2 river Besgna

.
Each day the camnz ritual was repzetezd, raDing an
frent o+r hundreds oF pecplis.

A young woman with a baby of just & TEW MERLHE w
the middle oF th2 rooem., It wee sr2und the end

=
was forced to undress and she pJat the 0&by Lesi
Four Chetniks raped her But she juse kept guist
her baby cry. When they left he=r alore,

could ¥fe=ed the baby on her bresst, fz .

Chetnike approached, ; s o i

with the knifs. Tre v g o

moTher. The unforitunsts womzn sSCrsSansT & =3

viaz taken out and never returmed,  That sos m

npEvss be, n~or sheould it ze, fYorgstien ANyC

hundreds of prisonsrs,

The worst bandits in Docobo) are:, I eie M, . T
- brothers J. . and ths broibers S They &ancouragsd the

T4
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"Martich soldiers”, "Whizz Kagles™ and cther cul (hedatas to
perform all tne k11 inges.

I was also maltrestesd zamg ransg SSCaUsSE Logy pole LDEL MY
husband , was orRe of tns &2~ party iQizadsrs, ine  purst
' treatment I wes subjectsd o was by my ni2ighbour, s Man ~0om
my husband regarded as a hretnmer. :
At €he end of June, a Serbian neig”-eu; waes brouvaoht intz the
Doboj scheel building. With & pointed gun, he was forcew to
rape a 14 year old cgiri. =3 just stood there. stasee-ing
and shaking.  Then, he turrec to the CTReiniit wno must have
been the lszadsr angd tols ni:m: “Don’t sip azan your 5ﬁq17 I
have dnown her'=inc= she was =orn. 1 ussd to drink ~itn ner
ather in the Dub He was Desten there 1N Frc.: oy us
until he cdied. It Wzs T2 e=rvi &3 &N exampls to olnher 3Erbs
that there was ro msrcy and that their orfers were o ke
obeyed.
In August, some oF Lthe priscners were exgnanged,. i +ound
mye=2l+ among them, fogetnesr with my sons. Mapy women and
girls were orsgrant. Th y.we:e targefd te whe DYool hoebd.tal
to b2 fed sawvaral Timss a de. DEzadss 1T WSS Sapwciss For
them to cdeliver children that would bscome LYhe Cre<nik

ocfrspring.

A lot of women from e
condition ara living in
the world. ! know of
den’t know what has hepp

2rxa 10 & grave shysical and uewtal
refises CIRTres seou .

abcut ten that becams prsgr ant. I
ened £2 them now. :
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ZEMKA H., E3 YEARE

. . FRIJEDCR, MOVEMEER 1532

They alssc rapszd me, &n mld wunan or 872 16 they G106 1T lika
mad dogs, young bove trax Could te my oranoccns

I was teken fo the Serzian criscn from Frijecer, - tocgather
with my cdsugnter =ng yaar oid grand Jaughter. [ would
give anvthing and do vemirg, 1F omly I cauld mavad Ceen
spared watcnisg how they racsd @y Nusrsta and Sansle, theres
in frort of m2 and all TAZ CLUEr wWomEm CNEt wers roundeds up.
They behaved iike wild, svii zgasis.

In May, the town of Frijed taken quickly and ocsunied,

9
£
n o

S =
zn&arateg trem tne  omen, My

Scon avter, the . women were
village was levelled t2 ths <rcound. My other two Sacghiers
had escaced with d H

pacit of wild wolves, ir &n
of brangy ana cigarsttes. Yhey never washed or steooped
drinking. My . Nusretz was <rakbea iminediateiv and raped
there in ' L= - :

: . her lips was =il o/ me
like ther S = oF wmw R DE&ING TOrT Awdy, &
scream i} i ; : }

) . Lowards s TErracis Slow Lo my
‘ ctomach. as sTruck oMy SEer by
anocther =5 painfu: vhat I iost
consciou Tt and was never., hizara

until th urn.

However, this w&s not encugh for them, they starizd towszrds
the other women. My Sanela wiz grabbed 2ng her clot

N
The ewsrcisz cf n=ir owes: ipstincts lasten
After that théy lev¥t us alone For Zavs, in the=
tried to help esch cinsr, 0ELzUS2 SOME WORENR WaIrE
hurt, My Nusrsia w&as & bDrcisn pErson. She 4@
silently et a point in Front =f her. ANGS mj =z
1 was racked end wounded &l cwvar, Bleeding for
3 1i<e was Zdrained cut of Rsr in FUONT ©F @y Eyes,
Day &an¢ nichit, TN Criss wWess oEero e hoing 'fwun_nftne
i. ariscn cano. 1 zz2p stiil rzsr 1% in The =ziisnce =T MY

hospital rocm,

{ ~ '/f”fw 4,
,-_~.. | : ‘ﬁ§§”*_17ﬂj\<ﬁs#{bﬂr
DT o vo o 7‘:‘3"3_’_1.,
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Tha firet 4hree davs, we w m : ry FoLE LY wiELEN,
haowsver believe me, in my g =ein, @, 2io noX
feel any hungsr or inirst, gverytaning in L.

througs the door,

¥ .
‘ Or the fcourth day, vive Ch
: They werz & nsEw arec

K] ~ from tpFe  rfront
carrying WwWaspons and u#nives. St hem eveEn fae guns,
They were all dusty and uns them, cxlleog 'the

boss® had a Besrd cown (o

immediately, pulling her by thz hal »
+loor. e didn't rzpz n=r, insisad, e WenL over  Er
© breasts and throst «ith a xHndsE zayineg: "1t 12 Qoo nie
frzeh meat. I'1} be zssiire .ol soon.” MNuUBFELE Justt zaT
) there silent., Frem tims to 1:-2, she weuld wave =Zr nanc,
The next day, our tortursdg Sargia was Erodgnt into 'the czmp
by three Chetniks. They just unhrew her on the ground, Unen
- I started towards her, cne &¥ Tnsm crabbed ne by my worsiisf
2nd =zhouted to amnothesr soldisze: "hEre 13 the ararncma For
you, Rads, she i=n'%t =o badi"
The men c=ziled Rade pushzd me "RC the Floor. moweser. Lhs
pain that I fglt wes more Tstause 27 Ay Masrets 2nd Sansia,
The nert day we tound them henging in inhe Larrachs, resy
kiliad tremsszlvss, My DOCr GTVES. They were «<ead Lefore
anyway as their souls had zesen desirsyan. The =scldi2rs
didn?t touch me any more afisr that., Arpus 100 oF us ~ho
eurvivad were fturned cut f The Campz ans gent over it ihe
: nearest viliage. I-was zaved oy The exchangs. Zut, a5 oo
.‘ is my witrness 1 didn't went tc De savecd. I didn’ T want g
live. I disd elong with my <coves,




N

Tl roew

1362

? Mavy
fun
Fentana 1n the

INARS

BRATU

13

-
-

alied

re
—

husbang)
T

ks R = i PR -, " w m,»
@ . o< it i &
b oE : W oY
" H Y VA - . v .u. Lo
. T P Tt 5 RN v & = o
- @ <o 8o DO 4o - : 1
o O 3 g fi S0 . OO ST I DN -t s -,
M T D ox w € S R PR B ) V1 LR i
e ¥ W@~ g G~ 30 Tk .
is Wt B TSR AL T SN - % (Y
] Do ¢ - s - -3 oo [
N G ooon cY 0 C e BB G "
.. %4 (O T LA N L] oy . I
B2 L R T W S P Tt £y gt .
< > =on 2 TS BT SRy o1 P >
3 T o w2 O DA I O L At i
o - W) OC u e 5 G [T IS | ..m
A e N [T SN VL LN ) (Y o J L orep i
32 o [N} 2 - Uyl LA PR
WG >. M. C gCaq Zmt 3 O 11 u
1] k) Doy et et S [ DY
Br I Ri3 o L Mo g T g :\,v . T
i 9" oo LN © A I A SN . i B
. . . . s ER s ' ‘
g e €M R A AL P
w3 P R AR YR v I oo 0 .
T PR )] -~ o VY [
AT S MY R -t L NN T
O A 4 ot oL o
- 0 . KRV S | ur N H
[ IS S B HA ot Moo Se D AL
2o D> Ta. R4 | St [ s JETT BN (&
4 MmUY DI C O 2 % 4 M L ypr M
(CINS] o K4 W O3 mWE o
Wil e Nt et i R0 B b W
WO N o oeer w U [ oo s (Y S Vi - i
A oo B T RO RL LI B S || e O (] - Vet U3 L 1] . [
W BE nu 0 3 ot Lo CfF [V ] 0 3
=t 3y FR)] -y S o 15 om D> v U M Hid
ey, 0 P 0 A ] ur EnDCWw s [ .
v iy 1 nozxn L - 0g TWwIO 0y 3
> C 0 UUuInL U Sty CO W vy C ~ LU Nt 0
e 04 uC Q -~ . Wt 2L 0 LY e B O
b O C 30 90—t -« € —t LT P S R X W = -
ATy CcCIJgogwMzx 0O [ L) J1 0 6 % QU ey MY D (1
=t gL Q.. U <t CuthtwpP g Ccow ® [ -t
U oo S ARSI W 3 Dogd e D a-t i - o
[ LI A e e | id 1% . cECcaeY > N ~e 3 K | S
Cy x WXy Gt & C L B 0 % G O34 QLD .- Rl -
U 3 - + m 1] X L TR g Y B B o < -
E wad hd Ny W
0ng € -
17} m - T 1€ V]
I s S » 1] 11}
ki 1] U [\ Y] — o]
o G0 oy Loy . %
wt % >0 G 0@ O u
) 7 Jeev =t ) QLI W 0
- A ph CcnH— L 0

SQreams

imta the

The

tortur

cday withocu

heing

aradic.

|4

¥

lgren
rouse was des

i

tandinag.
NoIsSS,

<

the Che

that

whers my
(Ly
A 4

a of
n da
==

1

e
=]
nd

M

==
B~

~

S QM

S aW
sme OF

T
a

=Y

[x

e,

1
O
nlA




LA I o N L ; X .
T ¥ LEEE T T oo . Cone .
s Bl Trpe S B T Aqr ' A L $oas R2omoGo 0 X
[T DUER RN DR S £ . LY 2 TR Mo k3 g4
ENN SR el N . m RS S 5 a . R v [ERRA ST TR B H AR .
ome oW o4 [ o FYRE- ST Iy R SN SR 5 ) | I -z X o
wr S IO W I N T S e C i LR I Tl SRS 11 IPSRY O " Pl
N 8 S TR 11 e B PARECIS I} a4 8- FER o B 1 H - 2 =y
¢ 0o oy [ERE s Il B | EX I U PR/ O o B AP o R i 9
2D 0l 2 L i~ AP S [ [ o DR
Ny Loy R F IS o N o= D oae DD TP I NI | BERR S R R D S
Lo L W o 0o S EG T L a0y v B9 @D o
TR P oh o AT TR S G CHESEINYS BRI N v T G OB -
- 3 W [ G S O L I TR A U i oo - Wy Toag 3o L
T Meee WO G Rt AT LU BY s. & s e X000 LR ) = -3
[l ] oy X 3 AR P R Y Y] 5ol LR S R A = P + .
G L ZE k. et - RTINS C v~ @ I L A A | S S i 1 FEEERT
G sz« g @O G Cm I I S B Tl A e >
NG i) CZ Ryl “ Ay CED ). DL 1 N S ft vt et Q)
EpUj—~ C O WAt . Uow [ U I Y C ! o LT TR . A =\
0 Ce QU »t W n T C 5 0 g - TG om LR Y .o Loy () |
aroed By My v w2 0 a9 oo— 0 i W - Ty it ks
= . ALY T I B A . D C DOy G 00 00
oy e . D [P S W e WG X e st s IR ST R 'y R R T 3 i
~ a5 2T .. A It o Bt o) [ I /1] n .t ot ...M 4 a.n\_
T e : CR gy s 3 £
T - o LT . y .} TR e
R eI § BT LU SR D R N 5 '
AR TR o o P - ¥ W g t . :
] PR (! (a] 20w 3w LY | P i oo it U
MO LU R e ISRy T T WMoy € ol G e 4 P
S My C> AT B 00 W R 1 w e L -~
Ny (< Wt W W S P g L TR i & i1 e Y g 8 IR 1 e
RN R X (AR E IRV} o} U e b ‘3L NEEE §on E A
i- M3 9w ne>2o023 N & LN ~ s Vot
S ¢ IR 8 ) ] = S )y @I g e A, o et D 1) -t
« £oasatag £ O % Sl (] : P> E M C ol ] S o TR
& C¥R LY - % I - € 3 W £ W 6 £ O e W O b
s e O s LY o Xoa . 0o G N N 0 L TS < oW
Gt D W T et Lt B LA 42 Q0 [ R R R I ] 4“0 E LU amum . b
V] Q4. U 0o N . 11} « I [ @O 3 0N et Lo I 1 b £, =
L g 0 8 B SINOU R R ol (TR Yo o DI e -t . o] k3 1Ly
N aer2 W 30 m U e 3o X w R I Y a g o = D .5 YA
0n g o pr TS SO IR (RN S S T RN 1} W W E LD YU Coer () M e 1.4 v Iy
B CuoOMD0O FERRT A o 4 m e i PV S s I [ G o~ Wt O U U HOgy
W Hi i [ ] T C Qg KT O3 e @ O DD e 3 3G s L W n RIS LR
ATt i 5 SR {1 RS BT ST o0 i) L] R % Yo b= e 3 0 C Oa G oW
at L el X i DM KV IR S R -4 . Tt ¥ TR w1 w3 1] I s
s U0 n 0 40 v E « e e «-v C [RINE) s I g Xy (TR
v o, T u caanmw g o ™ Cwwue 9 w43 Q ©®o0Ci Dl R
IR IR Wt £ % st P3O T WLy e O 3 C G 3 - 33
s T e BT P4 L] B G gr 53 0O (1) > gL L0 53 Qe g 4t I I
o 3L a0y g Cec 0L > m O 3L S0 CHrLC L WO o AN | Ok
O L T THAL2ZTL N0 QOw ] - L 5. Od.+Cz vn3Xeweunl . @ oAl
st W g Wy G Qg oy 3 [ 1} sl g% oun -t - X a3 c > on o
Lot 00D o 13 ' 0 P SET | Con Ll g WG O L G Wi G Whord D vl
mb ooy o [ W oMm— < ni O wn [ ) ] 44 et B D N ' Ry S oo . .C
v Ep D HXUPY L UL YU o nE M S EW T oy gy U [
cocaoogBQL g O CO [ e m L B CW Ci oy 42 5330 0L 0 0 MR 6y IS, [UIRY] y oy
-2 A2 CIT PO G 63w Z ARG e O g S g U €Y 0y X0 L R G gy X .




e

o :
oo how may dead codi were .haide. Grass hau_?ew:n t
sgrout oyt on ten of ti grave  CShetnihs duld FLrET TR
czople ie. ot oFfF th=ir Fing -5, beah tham . thare wes not
anveming they @i moT do T 0 o oand Ml g s P TUUEM il el
choot thes. Marica y D Eemy

the women, Shi wWas
prazgnant women Wi

I knew OF about 40 women wHe TIcane pregoant from nhe ciag.
Esch day, 8 t0 P nsw wofeh woeid De brougnt ia, Women Wi
wers thare would di : - e

)]
i
«

1EARD

Sume oF thz nNames oF the ©

goRCEnNTration Lame werd, D

years oF ag=2, Gorsn Uzt

vers Dstoiizc Who was sloul <
From Zvernir, They wers al

for about 2 morchs. Thev t

another concentraticn Camd,

We arrived in Batkovic al F Septwinmer, (ias
. mamp was afout 20 kilomste There wers oo
large bzarracks at Fatkovic DB PLATES 2
‘mecplie, apgroximetsly 23¢ ir a : =, T Y
surrounced by bparpsd wirs. 7 ¥ owers about Fo

POIATE (Strazs), Trere ~2ve N. «azhing +aziilvy

toilet. Thaey gave wus ¥ agomoiioc. o Do e s TN

tpilet, The mein anNd wemoo seneranes Lt bt

‘marrazies for the men anc twn 0. fhe womsr. Vos

at the chAsck peines wstalliv cwme oFf e erone L

not directly have ocorn che denainas H

barrack rumder 3. Tne mui 22 L 109

barrack, I was thers TEOER SO0 E NaLE

Rit me=. ~ DA FARRNEE
slices of sl

thay nit, e ul
nals nepins. Zome At 4 1 e sl ning e

COANYWRE 2., 1POr arRmoie. o

4+
12 &t night. They wcu
the barracks 2

saldieres would r

RS

A& CLimer. WO vROnEn. S A

énd daugniter die mEY cans Ln My Tt s
tooi fhem cut ot Lme ool whEm P A
wowld do 1o samz 1o Lodonoe Scoaw .

Qe of ftRZ mEn, MaErHo who was o o watohiman woolo v g wme
5 %

cod whensyesr Thgre -l @

“mat A5
, -
izc -

[~
Wi




1=

W

buzes

1

\

o
c
o

T
a

me on
rec
Tatko

winder

88,

a
~
re.
-

f.

[
P
r:
£

]

LI S
g o LTI
o I NI ¥

b LI
DO S]

L W
L0200

114

KT i~

NONY Wag

Grous

3
-

e net

<

-
-
[}

Womei

Nis tzst

Fles

W~ Eags T

T




b AL e

JAREMNA A, 28 Y

m

ARS
VISEGRAD MEDICAL ATTENDANT

They arrived wearing masked ur:forms and black caps culles
dewn over their feaces. - ’
They looked =0 horrid that I canrot describe them exactly.
Thair snle appearance made cur breatihing step. As I am a
medical attendant, I noticed a dirty adhesive plastsr on the
hand of cre of them. They aust rmave BEEN mirnhsy wounded or
taking drugs, océcause what the, Gid in Viszgrad was &
norrifying madnzss. Normal hoemain p@ings woulds’t be able to
de such things. ) '

We were taksn aver tne mescows anc while waliking, ons of

them speoke to us. He teid us not to be Frightenes tece

nothing would mappen 5 as he perszonslly would guzrantee
PN -

cur zafetvy. We Certainly were =07 (2Warz whal »83 awailing
us and no ora could possibly imecine ths zerror thai thay

hzd premared for us,

The two OFf us were breought to (e house. Severai nhours
later, anothsr 15 men wers Drougist A0 (afier a rara sacs
that day). I recognizzd zcme men,  Yheny M. LURIT, =
Exndit that msze t ti o i

f2ar, came to the

belangings on the
mcehey. Jewelry and
evervithing and enquired
written in our notebocics
wag calleg "ustasna" ang
with sniper bullzts, H T oinz

calling us the worst ramss 2rnd swear
Then thev teek =211 our valuab '

1
il
a ! i
ng aboui cur mothers
€ &and 2wt then 1nt

"their pocrsts,

When - e finrished wWwith %the men, he turrnsd €92 ms anc my
kinswoman crcdering ue to undrsss. ¥z were s¢ cheocked that
we couldn’t novs. cveryihing 1:=ide ws resistsen, Then
three Chetniks epproczchned ws anc ~ors our clothes o+,

What cam I tell  vycou, They vaped ws  and envertawnsd
themselves like wild animals wiin treir prey in front of ail
cihzr imprisonsd men. I can’h recatl how lomg it lasted znz
hew many oF them enchnancsd us. I rememzer T=2&ars in ths svEs
of cur men who wsre standing ifherse wWith their clenched
Fists., rumb spectators to thatr Rorror. They coulasn’t helo
us., Thsy weare Jusl powerlesz clasrvers Cconoemned o warLih
tre tervror, but with ro coesainii. To crange tThe vourse =%

T2, -




Ol

When it was all aover and their violernce satistvise, Luk:ic
separatsd five yoaunger med froin ins group whiis $he ssven of
us wiere-taken cutgide., We w nmogEt makzEd an 2 Trigd o
wrap and cover surselves w ' cicthes
that were stil] left T & hey
"t lock us in. AT thE sam ze3] winat
gun his shotgun was. | esaid e : Joes net
matter as he would soon tzsch vz &all about it, ang «he iha
weret gxtremists are, ——— : L
Since they didn'% find the kay. «r mavie fhey di1dn’ s wang o
£ind i+, thay teook us bac¥ o sENELS, Toesre wrney =eraé

o )
joired by M.V., & waitazr $from Vii2grad, whe <OrxSd withn &

° 2
certain Mehno From sur Qreun for 3 ovyEsrs, rigene D. owag Moz
boss. Ais uniform was covsrsg with Chetmik meslale, He
gidn’t talk, he Jjust csnesred at uz cymizaliv.

They started to drive us bazk e~d

1-3
rt
J
n
r

0
3
«t

!
beirng taken into the criscn or o the
Vilina ¥las®, t wh ched
turned to -ths 2im
were being tak uti
psople froem Y rev
venicie stoppe Crossr¥os
orderzd to g=t ds the
When we reached %he river bank, . Lukic askad who andrhg ws
¥now how To swim. We wers =silegrnt, n2 crcered us then iIco
enter the watsr up %0 cur 2nREre with  Sur zéecks turnsEo

towards the river,

What zan comz2 think ¢ zuch & @moims~t? My entire lite rap n
frort ot my sves. I wate constantis Thinking of @y Tour yesar
old €6cn. .
Ore cFf the Chetniks aszhkad i+ trmezy were geing tb shoot us
with the machine gun or ingividually. Rt Thas moment, 1 was
stirred by my instimct of survival. Ths thought cam2 1o me
to fall into the river if I was not Rit by &fhe virst £iatson
and pretend tc be dsad.
i = = r Meho D. crieg out {(iF
At that point, the Ffirst in 1ns 7o, Meho sy T : S
' - r P . --% - ., A\ ...r =
this znimal like shriek ozulic o= zall=d & Srys. 2oRnow n
ST S T ane 1 el o trm sivemr pefors wmzvy aimed st
was hit and I plunged intc N8 LS & T e T ais
= I saw everybody faliling clwin mepo's son, Mefres, WIS
i i . i anmC’ ¥=11 I Lurrsg not e wmateh L3
rzdiv wounged, =crzamea ant 7.4, Iogurne o S YEAnE hen
N nit Tk o & 1LV E SoTHang nsl
but then, @y Yehra was alza nit. ‘hE Drina Riv ; P i
- with hicoeo ‘ = was Gead. 1
was sgon coleurea ALEL ?iti: RS IERT e
E:" [ep A Pl
sy anc o CoinTiflel T TLOR
. e 2 Tre mext o208 1D €€
Tt = . : b




zilenced +crevsy was £
fell over me with htis body. Tverviking

5 Wed QuisT  &sTisr
that. I‘heard the voigz2 o+ M.il.. ordering zne 2Ff Ris DaEngits
to return and shoot thz man L4t managed to survivs,

Two shots were hesrd, o
other falling ints tha watsr pz:ri0e me,
and qui=st afier that.

..
— 9}

After & lsngith of time, I lzoked around 2NC 8aW & yOung @0

on my right hand side. & 3 that hell oTF

terror and death. 1 ask S When he zaad

no, wWe wendered what we 3 < t

tie wers alive and I suggestisd T 4d wE Showld wait o be sure
P onesrd them starting she gar andg

that they had cone. Wher
left 1 =zlimbed thz river
anybocy there.

River sank For asout 3,3
zallzad Musigi. There w=
dzstiny doired US togsther
fEoRAGW NDw To o SwWimo oans |

the opzusite zide of thne
ng was XRIsS DurnEc Jown

‘there, I difn’t realisz that wur pesple still lives thers,
We decided to cross the Drins River, I found an Ol %ree
stump which we gushed ints the water, He was noldipg conte
it on one side and I orn thne oter, S5 we .crosseg tive rie3r

at 22,30 nours.
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DIGNITY FOR ALL

For the refugees crowding into Croatia, wmere survival isn't
encugh

¥ .
. The trauma stays for the fugitives of fcrmer Yugeslavis. The
pain of violation and torture dees not diminish, nor does the
nightmare of escape frcm 3Bosaian horror zones where thelr
families were slaughtered {n front of them, their women -and
children ragped. .

A despondent young woman from Sarajevo, sheltering in a
Slavoenian reiugee camp, said it succinctly. "I have lost .-
everything. All I have leff {s a brazin to thinXx with. Gcd.gave
it to mé to make me suffer.” : ,

It takes more than food zand shelter %o ease the human
suffering in former Yugcslavia where the young woman (s ‘just
one of almost 3,500,000 refugees znd displaced persons created
by the conflict, the larcest uprcoting of people in Europe
since the Second world War. No less inmportant is the need Zcr
dignity. The healing of minds and spir:ts is essentizl. - :

The demand fcr psychosocial support and social éctivities
led the International Feceration of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies %o f{ntroduce an unprecedented soccial welfare pro-
gramme to the region. Ncw up end running in Croatia, Slovenia,
Serbia/Montenegro &nd the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia, it is, 1in the words of Norwegian Kirsten Danielsen,
providing someone who cares, somecne to falk to. scmecne to
encourage and motivate. s

Danielsen is the programte coordinator in Croatia, a coun-
try overwhelmed by refugees and in which the Federaticn is cut
to reach some 130,000 living in camps and collective shelters.

‘ "Most refugees &and displaced people here live in host fami-
les," she says, "but it is those 150,000 without fzamily zand
connections who are the poorest and most vulnerable."

Most vulnerable :

Traumatized children, the elderly.-- often alone end with .
no one to care for them -- men and women who have been tor-
tured, rzped or abused are the most vulnerable groups in
Danielsen's eyes, those unable to copz with daily life. "But
grief and fear are the hallmarks of zll refugees here, aleng
with fading hope for the future." '

More than 150 lc¢cally recruited sccial workers -- scme of
them refucgees and displaced people themselves -- are now
reaching out %o tham as & procramme which started in March
spreads throughout the country. Six experienced 'rexpatriate
Fedaraticn delegates are running the pregramme in §ix regions

~

that cover tha Dalmatian coast, Istri{z, Slavonia end central
Croatia. Never Ptefore has a sccial welfzre projsct besn imple-
mented on such & scale,.
The Federaticn is using social zctivity to reach and
relieve the massive &rauma it is unccsering. "2 refugse oOr &
disclaced perscn," Danielsen exglaing, "is someboiy who LS
running for ris or her'life, leaving everything behind, coming
tc 2 plzace whaere no cne needs.vou &nd you arz2 = burdsn.
"You cdo not know i{F you will ever be zble to return hcme,
icng. yecu nust wait to Xnow. VYou

._ You ¢o not ‘even Xnow how
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/ab/ 6

cannot influence your situation, you are ro longer in charge
of your own life. You become passive, depressed, you just sit
in the refugea camp, stone-faced, &afraid, distrustful of
everyone.

"Social activity can be used to chance this, to replace the
passivity. Activity is itself therapy. We may provide faci-
lities for childzen to play, material znd teols to start
handicraft groups, or orcenize group spor¥s sctivities. We may
issue bus tickets or run bus services to get people out of
campa, arrenge for them to make phone calls cor read a newspa-
per to moderate the chetto feeling and xeep in tcuch with the
cutside world.,"” .

The emphasls, says Danielsen, is c¢:1 halp %o nurture self-
help, "Qur staff provicde oppcrtunities for pecple to do things
for themselves, teke responsipility for themselves and their

environment oance again.’

Raped and abused -

Soctal activities dc more +han provide psychesocial sup-
port. They are also a means to contact those ‘n deep trouble,
the raped, tortured and ekused who ne2d int
psychiatric care, but cannot bring themselves to sK ror_quall—
fied help. .

Says Danielsen, "Our stzff builé trust through sccial
activity, gain the confidence of the people and hear <their
stories., They are traired to icdentify the sericusly trauma-
tized- and the mentally ill and serve &s tHe link to the loczl
psychiatrists, <clinical psycholegists and other specialists
recruited for the programme."” :

The social workers themselves provide & sympathetic ear, a
counsellor to talk to one-on-one, and someone who opens the
door to peer counsell‘ng within the frermeworkx of group activi-
ty.

"This war has damzged human relaticas in such a way thaﬂr
Lhie normal solicarity within & group is often absent," Daniel-
sen explains. "The challenge for us is to rebuild trust within
groups so that people open up, share their grief and support
one another." -

Croatian Red Cross ) .

The social workers now active in more than 280 camps and
collective centres will be employed py the Croatian Red Cross,
which works hand-in-hand with the Federation. Eventually it
wWill place 240 social wor?ers in the fi{eld, one per 625 refu-
¢ees and displaced given tecday's fxgu?es

It will be a long haul, Danielsen confesses, a programme
denand*ng long-tera coumztment from the Federation's donors.
But as one refugee social worker put i%, "It isn't enough to
survive. Qur people need structure and stability. There has to’
be a tomorrow."

:ederatzon%?ozgsRac&gCross . and. P:d**Cresceqh“ ucc et-eSf;'DJu“e

?géaja‘msaw 1000~ 7:5ceb . Tel; (04FPPET0 1557 & (041) 612
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