IN THE UNIFED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
\
-, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
THE SYNANON CHURCH, 7 SEP 1983

Plaintiff

v. CIVIL NO. 82-2303 Fc,\/\\§@¢i&e\ sz;\(‘):

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, How

N N P P

Defendant

NOTICE OF FILING DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF MOTION
OF THE UNITED STATES FOR AN ORDER REQUIRING SYNANON
TO IMMEDIATELY PRODUCE ALL INFORMATION CONCERNING
DESTROYED AND HIDDEN SUBPOENAED MATERIALS DETAILING
SYNANON'S ILLEGAL ACTS, OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE FOR
AN ORDER DISMISSING THE COMPLAINT ON THE MERITS

The United States herewith files the Declaration of George
Farnsworth in support of its motion for an order requiring
Synanon to immediately produce all information concerning
destroyed and hidden subpoenaed materials detailing Synanon's
illegal acts, or, in the alternative, for an order dismissing
the complaint on the merits.

Respectfully submitted,

“leorids 27 <Zé/

THOMAS M. LAWLER

FRANCIS G. HERTZ \Xréb\szg——_'

Attorneys, Tax Division

U. S. Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530
Telephone: (202) 724-6435




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
o DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

THE SYNANON CHURCH,

Plaintiff

v. CIVIL ACTION NO. 82-2303

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

N N  wt t t? “t it st

Defendant

DECLARATION OF GEORGE FARNSWORTH

1. I am a former resident of Synanon and am currently
employed as the Director of Administrative Systems for the United
States Department of Housing and Urban Development in Washington,
D.C.

2 In 1976 1 entered Synanon's Santa Monica, California
facility as a square or lifestyler with my family. In early 1977
I became manager of Synanon's data processing facilities. 1 left
Synanon in September of 1980.

3. In March of 1979 I was recruited by Synanon Archivist
Steve Simon to work on a secret project for the Synanon legal
department destroying and altering information in Synanon's
computer indices of the tape-recordings located in the Synanon
Archives. 1 also have knowledge of the destruction of Synanon
tape-recordings.

A. DEDERICH'S THINK TABLE
4. The Think Table Topic Summaries contained in Government

Exhibit Volume I& are true and accurate summaries of Charles E.
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_derich's (Dederich's), the founder and head of Synanon, pro-
nouncemen?s af the Think Table. Special care was taken to make
these summaries as accurate as possible. The purpose of the
summaries was to disseminate Dederich's thoughts throughout
Synanon and to educafe thé‘population on Dederich's thinking.
After the December, 1978, arrest of Dederich, Synanon attorney
Phillip Bourdette got on the Synanon "wire," an internal radio
and communication system, and ordered that all Synanon tape
recordings in the possession of Synanon residents be turned over
to the legal department and that all Think Table Topic Summaries
be turned into the legal department. Pursuant to these orders,
Dorothy Garrett and I delivered to Phillip Bourdette our Think
Table Topic Summaries.

B. DEDERICH'S NEW RELIGIOUS POSTURE SPEECH

5. Dederich delivered his New Religious Posture speech at

a Think Table on September 5, 1977. It was thereafter repeatedly

broadcast over the Synanon "wire." I heard some of these rebroad-

casts. Tape-recorded copies of the speech were also available
throughout the Foundation for a period of time. The militant
posture described by Dederich in this speech was Synanon's
policy. Dederich took this policy seriously.

6. Synanon purchased assault weapons and members of
Synanon's Board of Directors and other Synanon members wore guns

as part of Synanon's posture of "don't mess with Synanon."
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&, DISCUSSIONS AND PLANS OF VIOLENCE--
FORMIA, ITALY--JULY, 1978

7. In June of 1978, Dederich and a large number of Synanon
members fled to Formia, Italy. Those who initially left the
United States with bedefidh included the following persons:

(a) Dederich's wife, Ginny Dederich;

(b) Dederich's daughter, Jady Dederich and
her husband, Larry Akey;

(c) Dederich's son Dede and his wife, Maggie;

(d) Synanon Director Ron Cook and his wife,
Pam;

(e) Synanon Attorney Howard Garfield and his
wife, Liza;

(f) Dederich's servant, Matt Rand; Matt's
wife, Michelle, and

(g) Harvey Hecht and his wife.

8. In July, 1978, Dederich ordered an extended Board
Meeting in Formia, Italy. Pursuant to these orders a second
group of people traveled to Formia, Italy. These persons included
myself and Dorothy Garrett, as well as Synanon President Ed Siegel
and his wife Rona and Synanon Chief Counsel Dan Garrett and his
wife, Sylvia Garrett. This second group arrived in Italy on or
about July 9, 1978.

9. In Formia, violence and Synanon's "enemies" were
discussed in nearly every game, dinner and Board Meeting.

10. There were extensive discussions of Synanon's "enemies"
and who Synanon-would attack or "hit." These discussions included
discussion of breaking Attorney Paul Morantz's knees and Phil

Ritter's knees and attacking other Synanon "enemies." These

I
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/gé;ssions also included talk of attacking former Synanon
residents Bill Crawford, Bobby Kohl and Jack Tolchin.
11. Dederich and Synanon's Chief Counsel, Dan Garrett, led
these discussions on violence.
Y2 Represent#tivé of the discussions concerning how
Synanon might attack Attorney Morantz are the following:
(a) Morantz could be kidnapped and tortured;
(b) Relatives of Morantz could be beaten up;

(c) Morantz could be kidnapped and his ear
cut off or his arms cut off.

Other forms of torturing or harming Morantz were also discussed.
Dederich stated that Morantz deserved to be attacked because he
opposed Synanon.

13. During these discussions Dederich or Garrett stated
that Synanon knew people who would kill Morantz for money. It
was stated that Synanon attorney Red Williams might know such a
hitman who would kill Morantz for money. Dederich and Garrett
seemed to agree that Synanon would hire a hitman to kill attorney
Morantz. Later, I heard Garrett telling Dederich that he had
made a call from Formia to Synanon attorney Red Williams, who was
in the United States, to inquire about a hitman to kill Morantz.

14. Some of the above-described games and meetings in
Formia, Italy, were tape-recorded by Synanon.

D. THE OCTOBER 11, 1978 ATTACK
ON ATTORNEY MORANTZ

15. I was in the Wings Motor Hotel in Lake Havasu, Arizona,
which was owned by Home Place, Inc., at the time of the October 11,

1978 rattlesnake attack on attorney Paul Morantz. News of the
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,céék was broadcast over the Synanon wire at the Wings Hotel.
: ;he news yasigreeted with cheers by many persons in the room with
me. Mqraﬁtz was at this time viewed as the number one enemy of
Synanon.

E. DAN GARRETT AND DAN SORKIN
FLY OUT OF LAKE HAVASU

16. On October 14 or 15, 1978, Synanon Chief Counsel Dan
Garrett and Dan Sorkin flew out of Lake Havasu, Arizona.

F. DAN SORKIN FLIES TAPES INTO
LAKE HAVASU, ARIZONA

17. 1In November, 1978, after the Los Angeles Police
Department's raid of the Home Place, Dan Sorkin flew tape record-
ings from the Synanon Home Place in Badger, California to Lake
Havasu, Arizona. Synanon rented a basement warehouse in Lake
Havasu, Arizona, to store its tape recordings. 1 saw a large
number of tapes in that basement warehouse. Also, after the
November 21, 1978 raid, Steve Simon began a review of Synanon
tape-recordings and logs of tape recordings.

G. DAVID BINNS BURNS TAPE RECORDINGS
FLOWN INTO LAKE HAVASU BY DAN SORKIN

18. After I saw the tape recordings in the basement
warehouse in Lake Havasu, Arizona, Synanon resident accountant
David Binns told me that Dan Sorkin had flown tapes down from the
Home Place in California to be destroyed. David Binns told me
that he had been instructed by Simon to burn some of the tapes in
Lake Havasu City with gasoline. He told me he had done this and

that it was a very messy job.
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4. SYNANON'S POLICY OF TAPE RECORDING
" CHARLES DEDERICH

19. While I was in Synanon it was Synanon policy to tape
record virtually everything said by Dederich. All tape recordings
of Dederich were reéuiréd'to be made on new, high quality tapes.
No original tape recording of Dederich were ever thrown away or
"recyled." This was especially true of Dederich's Think Table
and Morning Court. People were yelled at if they used old tapes
to record Dederich's words. Synanon wire technicians were always
trying to get perfect tapes of Dederich.

I. SYNANON'S COMPUTER INDICES
OF TAPE-RECORDINGS

20. As Synanon's data processing manager, I was placed in
charge of a computer system to index Synanon's tape archives. I
developed with Synanon resident Sybil Schiff a second computer
system to index andvorganize Synanon's tape transcripts. These
computer systems were approved by Synanon Archivist, Steve Simon.

21. Virtually every one of Synanon's tape recordings was
placed on the computer system. This program was designed to
list the tape recordings in at least two different ways. First,
all tapes could be identified and listed by title. Secondly, all
tapes could be identified and listed by date. Through the use of
key words, all transcripts with specified key topics could be
identifiéd and listed by subject matter, as well by title and/or

date.
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,*/éz. The title printout identified each tape or transcripﬁ
’;& title,Abyltype that is, whether it was a Board Meeting, Think
Table or éame, would identify the date of the event, where the
event took place and.the number of reels of that recording. The
transcript index woﬁld also contain a general list of topics
contained on the transcription.

23. The date printout listed all tapes in chronological
order. Each tape was given a reference number by date with a
suffix to distinguish the tape if more than one tape was made on
that date.

24. The subject matter printout of transcripts could
identify all tape transcripts in the Synanon archives on any
particular subject for which there was a key word(s).

25. Sybil Schiff was responsible for preparing subject
matter lists of the contents of Synanon tape transcripts for data
processing. These subject matter lists were tied into key words
such as, among others, the following key words:

(a) violence
(b) enemies
(c) Morantz
(d) Holy War
(e) guns |

(f) sex

(g) Time, Inc.
(h) kGO

(i) media

I
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»f;aexing gf transcripts of the Synanon tape recordings. Every

.approval of and on behalf of the legal department.
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,55, Sybil Schiff was responsible for the preparation and

e

tape with<subject matter lists on the computer had parallel
transcripts. This was true for virtually all of Dederich's Think
Tables or Morning Coﬁrtf

27. Detailed subject matter indexes of all of Dederich's
Think Tables or Morning Court tape transcripts were prepared by
Sybil Schiff for data processing and placed in the Synanon
computer's data base.
J. THE SYNANON LEGAL DEPARTMENT'S SECRET

PROJECT TO PURGE THE SYNANON COMPUTER'S

INCRIMINATING EVIDENCE

28. On March 7, 1979, I was approached by Steve Simon and
Sybil Schiff. Simon told me that the computer subject matter
indices of Synanon tape recordings were very dangerous. He told
me that, if the index had to be produced to attorney Morantz,
that Morantz would ask for the underlying tapes and listen to
these tapes. Simon was also concerned that these indices would
be made available to investigators in the prosecution of Dederich
for the attack on attorney Morantz. Simon told me that if Morantz
or others obtained the indices they would be able to locate and
listen to the underlying tapes. To prevent this from happening,
Simon told me the computer indices of the tape recordings would

have to be "cleaned up" and purged of all "dangerous" references.

Simon told me at this time that this project of deleting the tape
indices from the Synanon computer had been discussed with the

legal department and that the project was being done with the
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.;;quired a_complete printout of the computer indices by title,

were eight inches or more thick. These I delivered to Sybil

_/Eé, On or about March 7, 1979, Simon also told me that he

date and subject matter. Simon told me that there was urgency
involved and that he requifed the printout quickly because of a
discovery matter. Hé also told me to keep the existence of the
project secret.

30. After my March 7, 1979 meeting with Simon, I told

Dorothy Garrett that I was working on a "hush, hush" project for
Simon. She replied by informing me that she knew of the secret
project and had earlier discussed it with éimon.

31. From midnight to 5:00 A.M. on March 11, 1979, and
during the evening of March 12, 1979, I retrieved from Synanon's
computer the information requested by Simon. The computer

printouts of Synanon's tape archives that I prepared for Simon

Schiff for delivery to Simon because Simon did not want to use
the internal Synanon mail system for this purpose. Later, Steve
Simon acknowledged to me that he had received the printouts from
Sybil Schiff.

32. On March 29, 1979, I had an early morning meeting with
Sybil Schiff and Steve Simon at Synanon's Tomales Bay facility in
Northern California. Steve Simon had come to Tomales Bay from
the Home Place in central California specifically for this
meeting. Simon informed me that he wanted to now delete material
from the computér index of Synanon tape recordings that had been

delivered to him by Sybil Schiff. Simon wanted to mark-up the
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46G£s and have me make the corresponding changes and deletions

,// -
Jiﬂ/the computer indices of the tape-recordings. I advised Simon

that this'would not be practical since it would be too hard to
key punch and that he_would have to separately list what he
wanted deleted and cﬁanged. Within 24 hours of this meeting,
Steve Simon delivered to me a list of key words he wanted deleted
from the key word subject list. These key words included, among
others, "violence," "Morantz," "Holy War," "KGO," and "Time."
Simon reiterated to me at this time that I was not to talk to
anyone about what I was doing. He also told me not to use
regular key punch operators and instructed me to work at night so
that no one would know of the existence of the deletion project.
Both I and Sybil Schiff told Simon we were concerned with the
legality of what we were doing. Simon advised us that what we
were doing was legal.

33. On Friday evening, March 30, 1979, I worked with Sybil
Schiff key punching the materials Simon wanted deleted and
changed in the key word subject matter index of Synanon's tape
transcripts. At this time Sybil Schiff expressed great regret
about the index deletions because she had worked so hard on the
indexing.

34. During the nights of March 31, 1979 and April 1, 1979,
I worked deleting from the Synanon computer inventory of its
transcripts and tape-recordings the information Simon had requested

that I delete.
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//35, on April 2, 1979, I met with Sybil Schiff and Steve

,/g;mon and delivered to them one copy each of the results of the

runs of.Mérch 31 and April 1, 1979. These results included a
copy of the indices of tape-recordings as amended after the
deletions were made as well as an automatically generated list of
all the deletions made.

36. After the delivery of these results to Schiff and
Simon, it was Schiff's job to compare the amended printouts I had
delivered to Simon and Schiff on April 2, 1979 against the key
word deletion list earlier provided to me by Simon on March 29 or
March 30, 1979. Errors in the runs of March 31 and April 1, 1979
were found by Schiff, and on April 8, 1979, I made corrective
runs. Again, I delivered to both Simon and Schiff a copy of the
index as again amended and a list of the additional deletions
made. This was identical to the procedure which I subsequently
used during the tape recording deletion project, that is, I
always delivered to both Simon and Schiff a copy of the printout
as amended and a copy of the deletions made.

37. After the corrective run of April 8, 1979, I spoke with
Steve Simon on the morning of April 11, 1979. We discussed
Simon's options with respect to future corrections of the
computer program of Synanon's tape recordings. Simon had not yet
decided what to do with certain problems still remaining in the
index. For example, since key subject words had now been
deleted, under éhe tape title printout there would be a blank

under the subjects discussed. With respect to this problem I
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/lﬁg;ed to Simon that we could (1) substitute innocuous subjects;

&

“(2) erase_all references to the tape entirely; or (3) change the

format of the tape title index format. No decision was made by
Simon at this time. Later, he exercised both options one and

two. The computer éape’ihaex which the United States Department
of Justice has informed me was presented by Simon as exhibit one
to his testimony of November 5-6, 1981, before Judge Fauntleroy
of the Superior Court for the District of Columbia in Synanon v.

Bernstein, et al., C.A. No. 71-89-78 is attached hereto as

exhibit one. That index is a doctored index of Synanon tapes in
which the format of the printout as changed by me and from which
entire tapes have been deleted, all at Simon's direction. These
printouts intentionally contain as little information as possible.
The computer printouts attached hereto as Exhibits 2 and 3 are
also doctored indices.

38. During the course of purging the "dangerous" key words
from the computer index of tape recordings, I had a conversation
on the secret Simon project with Synanon attorney Phillip
Bourdette at Mr. Bourdette's office at the Bay Inn in Tomales
Bay, California. This conversation occurred in April, 1979. At
that meeting I told Bourdette exactly what I was doing for Simon
and asked Bourdette if he, Bourdette, was aware of the project.
Bourdette answered me by saying that he, Bourdette, had earlier
discussed the p;oject with Simon and that Simon was not acting on
his own. Bourdette informed me that the reasoﬁ for the secret

Simon project was to make it more difficult for litigants and



'igators to locate harmful (to Synanon) language and tapeé.
1 asked Bgurdétte whether what I was doing was against the law.
Bourdette replied that the indices of Synanon's tape recordings
had not yet been requested in discovery and that what Synanon was
doing was not againsf the law until the tape indices had been
requested by a litigant.

39. During my meetings with Simon and Schiff on March 29
and March 30, 1979, the three of us visited the Synanon wire
facility which was then located at the Synanon Ranch. There, we
spoke with Tom Larkin and a man named Brian. Three topics were
discussed and/or acted upon at these meetings. First, Simon
requested and was given the wire's computer indices to the
Synanon tape-recordings. Simon stated that he was afraid the
indices would be picked up at the wire by a search team or in
discovery and advised that the wire would not again be provided
any tape indices. Secondly, Simon had a list of tapes he wanted
to remove from the wire's tape inventory room. This inventory
room was approximately 20' x 20' square and was filled with
hundreds of reel-to-reel and cassette tape recordings of Synanon
events. Simon ordered that the bulk of the wire's tape inventory
be shipped to Simon at the Home Place in Badger, California. The
third matter raised by Simon at these meetings concerned the
wire's broadcast policy. Simon ordered that care be taken as to
what was to be broadcast over the wire and that nothing on the
subject of violénce be. broadcast. Simon instrﬁcted the wire to

play old Synanon tapes from the 1960's.
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0. On Approximately September 2, 1979, I received a
elephone,‘call.at Tomales Bay from Steve Simon who was then at
the Home Place in Badger, California. Simon told me that he had

more work that had to be done in purging information from the
computer indices of'éhe-Synanon tape recordings.

41. On September 5, 1979, Simon arrived at Tomales Bay and
had dinner with me and Synanon Chief Counsel, Dan Garrett. After
dinner, during the night of September 5, 1979, I was joined by
Simon in the data processing room and began deleting additional
material. At this time a large number of entire tapes were being
deleted from the computer inventory of tape-recordings. At or
about this time Simon advised me that he had the actual tape
recordings for which all references were being deleted from the
computer and advised me that he was getting rid of the tape
recordings.

42. On September 6, 1979, I went to bed early and woke up
at approximately 3:00 A.M. on the morning of September 7, 1979.

I woke up Simon and together we worked through the night in data
processing deleting further information from the computer inventory
of Synanon's tape recordings.

43. On September 5 and September 6, 1979, Simon and I
deleted in their entirety from the computer inventory of tape
recordings all references to the vast majority of Dederich's

Think Tables and Morning Courts.
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///Z;, on January 23, 1980, I had a working dinner at the

_'dining room at Tomales Bay with Steve Simon, Dorothy Garrett and

sybil Schiff. We talked about the secret tape deletion project.
Simon advised me tha; he had a new list of tapes and key words he
wanted to delete frém the computer. After dinner Steve Simon and
I went to the data processing facility. There, Simon and 1
created a deck of computer punch cards 5 to 6 inches thick.

Using these cards we proceeded to delete from the indices, in
their entirety, not only key words, but any reference to approxi-
mately 500 to 600 tape recordings. I asked Simon why these
deletions had not been made earlier. Simon told me that he had
just completed a big listening project and that they had problems
with each of the tape-recordings that were being deleted in their
entirety from the computer's inventory.

45. During the later part of the period in which Simon,
Schiff and I were deleting information from Synanon's computer
inventory of tape recordings, Sybil Schiff told me that, after
verifying that I had made all the deletions requested by Simon,
she had been burning the amended computer printouts and the .
automatically generated printouts of deletions that I had
delivered to her. She also told me that she and her husband, Len
Schiff, had burned a large number of tape recorded transcripts
of, among others, Dederich's Think Tables. She asked me if I had
burned the computer punch cards containing the deletions. After
I advised her tﬁat I had not destroyed the punch cards, she told

me to burn them. I thereafter burned these punch cards.



'SYNANON'S LEGAL HARASSMENT

46. _While a resident of

3

talk repeatedly of using the legal process to punish people who
opposed Synanon. Synanon'é lawyers stated that Synanon would tie
their adversaries uﬁ-with‘endless discovery and endless
depositions. I heard such talk repeatedly from Synanon attorneys
Dan Garrett, Phillip Bourdette and David Benjamin.
Dederich state that Synanon had filed its libel suit against
Time, Inc. to punish Time and to teach the media not to mess with

Synanon. Dederich also stated that the libel suit would also

make big money for Synanon.

Synanon I heard Synanon's lawyers

L. OFF PROPERTY STORAGE FACILITIES

FOR SYNANON'S TAPES

47. In October of 1979 Liz Missakian, the administfator of

the Synanon Legal Department,

storage facilities in California but off Synanon property where

Synanon tapes could be stored under the name of an individual,

directed me to locate professional

rather than in the name of Synanon.

M. CHANGING PARTNERS

48. During the fall of 1977, Dederich, announced his
changing partners program where he required that all married men
and women immediately change partners.

program and took as my new mate Dorothy Salant Garrett, Chief

Counsel Dan Garrett's wife.

Synanon's Board of Directors.

that I was to receive a $20,000 lump sum payment.

Dorothy Garrett was then a member of

Thereafter,
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I heard

I participated in this

Dederich announced

I believe this
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as made by Dederich as a direct result of taking

sion W

;orothY Garreft as my mate. In fact, however, I received $10,000. &
I declare under penalty of perjury that the forgoing is true .

and correct.

Executed on e - -of/;;«,f'/ , 1983.

960/? 54 "’;Z

EORGE qARNSWORTH
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that a copy of the foregoing

NOTICE OF FILING DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF MOTION OF THE
UNITED STATES FOR AN ORDER REQUIRING SYNANON TO IMMEDIATELY
PRODUCE ALL INFORMATION CONCERNING DESTROYED AND HIDDEN
SUBPOENAED MATERIALS DETAILING SYNANON'S ILLEGAL ACTS, OR,
IN THE ALTERNATIVE FOR AN ORDER DISMISSING THE COMPLAINT ON
THE MERITS was this 6th day of September, 1983, properly
served upon the following:

SCHERR, KREBBS & GITNER

Suite 610

1800 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

= d. L

FRANCIS G. HERTZ




