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A  C o n v e r s A t i o n  w i t h 
o u r  A C t i n g  D e A n s

in what ways have you enjoyed your interim dean roles?

interim Dean scharf:  we have been thrilled by the overwhelming support and encouragement we have received across 
the school, university and our alumni community. our faculty have volunteered to help however they can, our staff have 
stepped up their already extraordinary efforts, and students continue to excel in classes and across a wide range of 
extracurricular activities. our graduates have been amazing in arranging opportunities for us to meet alumni in 
northeast ohio and sitting down with us during visits around the country.

interim Dean Berg:  in addition to their assistance with admissions and engaging alumni, our faculty also contributed 
immensely to the school’s advancement when they approved detailed elements of our new curriculum by near-
unanimous votes in december. in addition, they continue to draw national attention for their work on everything from 
the constitutionality of the affordable care act to china’s compliance with international trade laws. Finally, the dual 
interim dean approach has worked extremely well. michael and i confer on everything, and have the added benefit of 
being able to cover more meetings and events than either of us could manage alone.

scharf:  Jessica and i share common values about legal education and at the same time have complementary strengths. 
we are grateful that the president and provost have given us this opportunity and structured the leadership model in 
this way.

what have you been doing on the road?

scharf:  we are in the midst of vigorous admissions recruiting these days, travelling to universities across the state and 
nation to tell prospective students about our exceptional faculty, outstanding summer opportunities, and our exciting 
new curriculum.

Berg:  we have also been meeting with law firms and other organizations in several cities to discuss our students’ 
strengths for job placements, and also meeting with government agencies to identify ways to expand our externship 
placements. and we’ve met with a number of alumni leaders who have provided valuable advice and generous 
contributions to the law school.

what kind of advice from alumni have you found most useful?

Berg:  one alumnus, who was cEo of a large multimedia organization, urged us to focus our marketing more intensely 
on our three strongest specialty areas – international, health, and intellectual property. this graduate also 
recommended that we continue to highlight what’s great about our city for people who are unfamiliar with cleveland.

scharf:  another graduate, who is general counsel of a news organization, helped us refine our “bridge to practice” 
concept. this is a model where alumni can “adopt” a student by providing financial support for a year-long post-
graduate fellowship. the fellowships allow graduates to gain invaluable experience with organizations that otherwise 
would not be able to offer paid positions. 

case western reserve University announced on november 14 the appointment of two of its noted scholars 
as interim deans of the School of law. Jessica berg, an expert in health law, and michael Scharf, formerly 
associate dean for global legal Studies, share leadership across such areas as admissions, philanthropy 
and implementation of the school’s dynamic new curriculum.
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what are you looking forward to in the coming months?

Berg: we will complete our strategic planning process this spring. it’s been a great opportunity for all of us to work 
together to outline our goals and objectives as a school. this is a time of tremendous change, and this process helps us 
prioritize and outline our direction as a community. 

scharf:  we also are working extremely hard on admissions. our admissions team, led by alyson alber, has collaborated 
closely with the central university admissions and marketing experts to enhance strategies and ramp up communications 
substantially. in addition, Jessica and i are calling every admitted student personally within a day or two of their receipt 
of our admission letter. we have asked alumni to help us with follow-up phone calls, and have asked current students 
to help with calls and also meet with admitted students who visit campus.  

Berg:  we’re particularly excited about the appointment of Judy lipton as associate dean for Experiential Education, 
who already has been a catalyst for expansion and improvement of our programs in this area. as a preview of our new 
capstone approach, we will pilot a full-time, full-semester 12-credit criminal Justice clinic in the next academic year. we 
also will launch an international human rights clinic in the Spring 2015 Semester. and we will expand our international 
tribunal externships to include organizations such as the world international property organization, the world trade 
center, and intErpol.

Anything you want to add?

Berg:  michael and i encourage our alums to let us know about anything that we might be able to do to make our law 
school a better place. we hold receptions and discussions across the country, and we hope more and more alums will 
continue to join us at those events. we find the questions and discussions immensely valuable. please continue to 
provide feedback and suggestions, whether in conversation or via email, lawdeans@case.edu.

scharf:  you can register for our alumni events by going to our website, law.case.edu, and checking the alumni section. 
it is continuously updated, and we post upcoming events on our social media accounts, too.  

We are in the midst of vigorous 
admissions recruiting these days, 
travelling to universities across 
the state and nation to tell 
prospective students about our 
exceptional faculty, outstanding 
summer opportunities, and our 
exciting new curriculum.
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Professor ruqaiijah Yearby
Does Obamacare increase racial disparities in 
the healthcare system? 

 health care has been 
racially unequal in the 
United States since the civil 
war, and professor 
ruqaiijah yearby’s research 
argues that obamacare 
“does nothing to eradicate 
those barriers.” 

 “the solutions it funds are so removed 
from any link to the problems,” she said. 

 yearby’s paper, “breaking the cycle of 
‘Unequal treatment’ with health care reform: 
acknowledging and addressing the 
continuation of racial bias,” was published in 
the Connecticut Law Review in 2012. it 
outlines numerous studies that have shown 
racial disparities, due to racial bias, persist in 
the health care industry years after the 
enactment of title vi of the civil rights act of 
1964, which sought to put an end to 
“separate but equal” access to health care.  
 a 2002 institute of medicine Study, for 
example, found that minority patients were 
given poorer quality of care and some 

physicians were influenced by a person’s race, 
resulting in poor health outcomes. 
 the affordable care act does not 
completely ignore the issue of eradicating 
racial disparities in health care. according to 
yearby’s research, multiple strengths exist. 
the act limits a charitable hospital’s ability to 
charge uninsured patients more than the 
amount of insured patients and it standardizes 
data collection of racial information and 
increases the stature of the office of minority 
health. the act also increases health 
coverage for minorities. 
 

he introductory slide to professor Jonathan adler’s presentation about obamacare prompts instant reactions 
from audiences across the country.   
 “The illegal implementation of obamacare. The patient protection and affordable Care act Was bad 
enough as Written.” 
 Without having to say a word, the powerpoint title sets the stage for adler’s argument that the 
executive branch is acting illegally as it struggles to implement one of the most historic pieces of 
health-related legislation. 
 this controversial topic, of course, is no laughing matter. and adler speaks seriously when he explains his research, 
which has now led to four lawsuits — and likely an upcoming fifth — against obamacare. but what perhaps is most 
peculiar about adler’s presentations, as he speaks before crowds in various cities, is the fact that he shouldn’t even be 
giving them in the first place.   
 “my involvement in healthcare was kind of an accident,” adler says sheepishly.  
 Up until he became a nationally known expert on obamacare, he’d been best known for his work on environmental 
law, tackling such topics as fishery rights and the regulation of greenhouse gases. 
 he is author or editor of more than a dozen book chapters and four books on environmental policy. he’s now a 
regular blogger in The Washington Post and, although he keeps 
readers updated on the latest obamacare happenings, most of his 
writings have nothing to do with health care.  
 obamacare has become so large and complex that it has raised 
numerous questions across many legal areas. it has spawned 
research from law professors such as adler who don’t normally get 
involved in health matters. it has raised constitutional questions and 
administrative law issues, spurred discussions of racial bias in the 
health industry and even brought such topics as contraceptive rights 
back into the limelight.   
 “overall, it’s given health law more visibility,” said interim  
dean Jessica berg, a renowned health law scholar who has also given 
presentations across the country. “organizations need legal experts 
to help them understand what obamacare does and how it changed 
health care.” 
 as discussions, policies, debates and research about the act 
move forward, case western reserve University School of law is a 
national leader. 

t
“Overall, it’s given 
health law more 
visibility. Organizations 
need legal experts to 
help them understand 
what Obamacare does 
and how it 
changed 
health care.”

– interim dean 
Jessica berg
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So how does obamacare contribute to racial 
disparities? according to yearby’s research, it 
focuses mostly on individual solutions, such 
as patient education, and does nothing to 
address the continuation of racial bias in the 
health care system, which has been 
documented in numerous studies.  For 
example, two decades of research studies 
have shown that some physicians, regardless 
of their race and/or gender, fail to provide 
african americans with medically necessary 
treatment because of racial bias. Furthermore, 
increased access to insurance does not 
necessarily mean an increase in quality of 
care or access to health care. if a hospital 
facility wants to relocate from an urban area 
to a suburban one, for example, it can do so, 
even if it means that the urban area will be 
underserved as a result.  
 “we also need to move away from 
providing care based on the ability to pay 
instead of need because it disproportionately 
affects minorities’ access to health care,” she 
said. “at the very least, we need to say 
‘everyone gets the same standard of care’ 
and mean it. we need to equalize quality for 
the insured and uninsured.” 
 one of the most tragic examples is the 
story of deamonte driver, which yearby 
includes in another paper, “racial inequalities 
in mortality and access to health care,” 
published in The Journal of Legal Medicine in 
2011. the 12-year-old african american boy 
was unable to afford $80 for a dentist to 
remove a decaying tooth, and he eventually 
died from a brain infection caused by the 
spread of the bacteria from the abscess in his 
mouth. he didn’t die because he was african 
american, but because of the “disparate 
impact of income equality on minorities.”
 “as a result of a health care system 
structured to provide care based on ability to 
pay, minorities are disproportionally denied 
access to health care because either they 
cannot afford to pay for health care or are 
covered under government health insurance 
programs that physicians will not accept,” 
yearby writes. “wholly avoidable, deamonte’s 
death is a glaring example of the perils of the 
United States’ policy of rationing access to 
health care based on ability to pay and how
 this policy exacerbates racial disparities in 
health care.” 

 

on march 27, the law school hosted a national 
symposium, organized by yearby, called “Sick 
and tired of being Sick and tired: putting an 
End to Separate and Unequal health care in 
the United States 50 years after the civil 
rights act of 1964.” top experts in the legal, 
medical, social science and public health fields 
developed an action plan to put an end to 
racial bias and prevent racial disparities in 
health care. 
 “our overall problem is that we are not 
focused on improving access to quality the 
health care system for those who need it the 
most as much as we are focused on the 
political debate,” yearby said.
 

Professor Jessie Hill
are some lawsuits against Obamacare more 
about women’s equality than health care? 

 two employers 
— conestoga wood 
Specialties and hobby lobby 
— have filed lawsuits 
against obamacare, arguing 
that the requirement to pay 
for certain contraceptives is 

a violation of their religious freedoms. 
 “within the domain of reproductive rights, 
abortion remains highly contested territory, but 
we might have thought that contraception — 
which is practiced by the overwhelming 
majority of sexually active women of 
childbearing age — was widely accepted as 
an essential part of women’s health care,” 
professor Jessie hill wrote in an article published 
on ScotUSblog. “we would be wrong.”
 hill is one of about 20 scholars who 
submitted an amicus brief in the U.S. 
Supreme court cases. they argue that 
employers cannot force their beliefs onto 
employees who don’t share the same 
religious faith. Exempting the employers 

from covering the contraceptives would deny 
employees a government benefit to which 
they are legally entitled.  
 while the lawsuits themselves spur much 
debate about whether employers are really 
persons with religious freedoms and whether 
the contraceptive mandate imposes a substantial 
burden upon their liberties, hill’s research 
focuses on the deeper issues at play. 
 First, the act brought the contraceptive 
coverage debate to the forefront largely because 
of the federal government’s increased role in 
health care decision-making. traditionally, 
decisions have been made between doctors, 
insurers and patients. now the federal 
government is weighing in on what is 
“essential” health care. 
 in her article, hill explains that the 
government has made a judgment call “that 
maintaining control of one’s reproductive life 
is a basic medical need and that prescription 
contraceptives are a morally and socially 
appropriate means of meeting that need. 
those who religiously object to such coverage 
apparently hold the opposite view, at least 
with respect to certain forms of contraception.” 
 but there are also equality issues. in 1998, 
one legal scholar observed that private insurance 
plans did not cover prescription contraceptives, 
although unintended pregnancies were a 
problem impacting american women. as a 
result, women spent 68 percent more than 
men on out-of-pocket health care costs and 
the failure of employers to cover contraceptives 
constituted illegal sex discrimination in 
violation of title vii. 
 Soon after this observation, hill writes in 
her article, the Equal Employment opportunity 
commission “reached a similar conclusion,” 
and lawsuits against employers were filed. 
meanwhile, many states adopted their own laws, 
requiring insurance coverage of contraceptives. 
this occurred between 1998 and 2009.
 now, through the conestoga wood 
Specialties and hobby lobby cases, the same 
issue is back again — this time before the 
U.S. Supreme court and with an added religious 
liberty debate. the real issue, however, is not 
being discussed as it should, hill says.   
 “these cases are about women’s equality 
and it’s not getting framed that way,” she 
said. “i think that is really the issue.”

“these cases are about 
women’s equality and 
it’s not getting framed 
that way. I think that is 

really the issue.” 
– professor Jessie hill
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Professor sharona Hoffman 
Is Obamacare’s reliance on electronic health 
records for research a good idea? 

 one of the major goals of 
health care reform is 
reducing the cost of health 
care. the United States 
spent a whopping 17.9 
percent of its gross 
domestic product on health 

care in 2011, according to the world health 
organization. 
 obamacare in part seeks to address the 
issue of rising health expenditures through 
its support and advancement of comparative 
effectiveness research. the goal of this 
research is to make more informed health 
care decisions through evidence on 
treatment options. this evidence is most 
often conducted through observational 
studies that involve a review of patients’ 
electronic health records. 
 obama’s stimulus plan set aside billions 
to promote health information technology 
and now the affordable care act created a 
quasi-governmental entity, the 
patient-centered outcomes research 
institute , to advance comparative 
effectiveness research and its use within the 
medical community. the institute awards 
millions of dollars in grants to support this 
research. 
 consequently,  electronic health records 
are becoming increasingly important for 
government initiatives. but use of such 
records should be approached with caution, 
because the records have certain limitations 
and pitfalls. 
 professor Sharona hoffman co-authored, 
with professor andy podgurski, “big bad 
data: law, public health, and biomedical 
databases,” which was published in the 
Journal of Law, Medicine and Ethics in 2012. 
 “Unlike clinical trial data, Ehr (electronic 
health records) data is not recorded primarily 
to meet the needs of researchers. because of 
clinicians’ workloads, poor user-interface 
design, and other factors, Ehr data is surprisingly 
likely to be erroneous, miscoded, fragmented, 
and incomplete,” they wrote. 
 Electronic health records generate considerable 
opportunities, especially for research and 
public health. researchers using large 

databases, for example, can conduct studies 
with millions of patients and examine treatment 
effectiveness, 
 disease progress and outcomes. 
 but there are many shortcomings. 
hoffman notes in her writing that records 
often contain data entry errors, incorrect 
menu choices from drop-down menus, and 
mistakes in the checking and unchecking of 
boxes. there may also be perverse incentives 
at work in some cases. if doctors don’t 
uncheck certain boxes regarding patient 
visits, it might look like they did more during 
their examination than they actually did, and 
they can charge more.  
 in other cases, records are simply 
incomplete. when doctors give patients 
medications such as antibiotics, they often do 
not schedule follow-up visits. thus, the 
record will not show outcome data, and 
researchers will not know if the patient got 
better or got worse and went to a different 
doctor for additional care. records may also be 
fragmented if patients visit different health 
clinics that do not have interoperable 
electronic health record systems. pieces of 
the patient’s records will be in different clinic 
systems and cannot be put together into a 
comprehensive whole that will give 
researchers a complete picture of the 
patient’s medical conditions and treatment.
 researchers’ reliance on  flawed electronic 
health records could lead to flawed policies 
and regulations. 

 “For example, if you come to the wrong 
conclusions about which treatments are 
effective, and insurers stop paying for certain 
medications from which patients could 
actually benefit, you would be doing patients 
a great dwisservice,” hoffman said. 
 parts of the government have funded 
comparative effectiveness research before, 
but the obama administration, through the 
affordable care act, has given it much more 
attention and funding, which could lead to 
major changes in coverage. 
 “depending on what comparative 
effectiveness yields — if it yields anything — 
we may see changes in the guidelines or 
regulations as to what insurers cover and 
don’t cover,” hoffman said.  
 in “big bad data,” hoffman and podgurski 
argue that in order for this kind of research to 
be successful, investment in proper 
infrastructure for researchers and public 
health agencies is necessary. Steps should be 
taken by vendors, regulators, and health care 
providers to improve data quality, reduce 
data errors, and make sure that electronic 
health record systems capture data in ways 
that are helpful to researchers.
 “the public health community should 
embrace initiatives to leverage Ehrs 
[electronic health records] to promote public 
health, but should approach these with a 
realistic understanding of the obstacles and 
challenges they pose,” they write. 
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Professor maxwell mehlman
should Obamacare protect doctors from 
liability for medical malpractice if they follow 
medical practice guidelines?

 in return for the american 
medical association’s 
support for the affordable 
care act, one of the things 
president obama promised 
was protection for 
physicians from malpractice 

liability if they followed “practice guidelines,” 
that is, professional recommendations about 
appropriate care. 
 the final version of the law merely 
provides federal funding to explore this 
approach, known as “safe harbors,” but 
another part of the president’s health reform 
initiative was to fund research to identify 
“evidence-based” medical practices. Safe 
harbors supporters were hopeful that this 
research would provide a firm scientific 
foundation for the safe harbor guidelines.
 Safe harbors had been tried once before 
in the early 1990s, and had failed for a 
number of reasons. in a series of articles 
published in 2012 and 2013, mehlman 
predicted that the approach was bound to 
fail again. he noted that there was no 
accepted source of practice guidelines, 
resulting in conflicting recommendations 
issued by rival medical groups. 
 in addition, the physicians who devise 
guidelines often have financial conflicts of 
interest, which undermine the trustworthiness 
of their recommendations. the industry- 
supported research intended to generate the 
underlying “evidence” also is vulnerable to 
conflicts of interest. more importantly, its 
results may not hold true for specific patients, 
who differ, in ways that researchers are only 
beginning to understand, in their genetic 
makeup, the way their bodies function, and 
their environments. physicians in malpractice 
cases therefore would still have to prove that 
the guideline was appropriate for the patient 
in question, which would preclude it from 
serving as an absolute defense to liability.
 the safe harbors study funded by the aca 
was conducted by the office for oregon 

health policy and research. its report, 
published in January 2014, largely agreed with 
mehlman, noting, for example, that “individual 
cases will continue to require a factual 
determination of whether a particular 
guideline is applicable to the individual 
situation and whether or not it was actually 
adhered to by the physician.” 
 accordingly, the report concluded, a safe 
harbors approach would have little impact on 
medical liability. 

 
Professor Jonathan adler  
Is Obamacare implementation illegal? 

 to explain how the nation 
ended up with obamacare in 
the first place, Jonathan adler 
points to the topic that got 
him interested in the first 
place: administrative law. 
 after his first election, 

president obama made health care reform 
one of his top priorities, and mounted a 
fast-track campaign for a landmark act that 
would change health care forever. two 
versions of the legislation emerged in the 
Senate and house. the Senate version 
favored the creation of state health insurance 
exchanges, and the house version favored a 
federal system. 
 typically, a legislative conference 
compromise occurs and the two chambers 
work together on a final bill. 
 but the unthinkable happened. democrat 
Sen. ted Kennedy — who made advocacy for 
health care his no. 1 cause — died in office. 
republican Sen. Scott brown won in a special 
election. during brown’s campaign, he spoke 
against the health care reform plan in the 
democratic-led house and Senate and 
threatened to filibuster the bill in the Senate. 
 So instead of conferencing and ironing out 
the details with the Senators, house 

representatives enacted — word-for-word —  
the Senate’s bill. and that’s where the 
problem starts, according to adler. 
 “the bill we have is the Senate’s rough 
draft,” adler said. “in a sense, we got the law 
no one wanted.”
 Several challenges have been raised, and 
adler, in a research paper with michael 
cannon of the cato institute, argues one of 
them, which has spawned four state lawsuits, 
and possibly a future fifth. 
 the act, they wrote, provides tax credits for 
individuals who purchase health insurance 
plans on state-run exchanges. at the time 
the law passed, advocates assumed that 
states would simply adopt their own 
exchanges. but that’s not the case. in fact, 
most states declined. this means the tax 
credits — which are essential for making the 
health care plans affordable — should not be 
issued to citizens in those states. however, 
the federal government is issuing the tax 
credits, saying the lack of a state exchange 
means the system simply defaults to the 
federal government. this is illegal, adler argues.  
 the treasury department is now giving 
itself the ability to implement the act at 
different time frames. in February, the 
administration announced the delay of the 
“employer mandate” for companies of a 
certain size, and other requirements were 
relaxed, too. the deadlines are clear, and 
there is no provision for delays in this part of 
the act. this is also illegal, according to adler. 
 a challenge is unlikely, given that a plaintiff 
must demonstrate that he/she has standing 
and is injured in some way. a prior lawsuit 
involving an earlier delay was also quickly 
dismissed and is unlikely to change on appeal. 
 but is this the right way to implement 
laws in america? 
 “we don’t want a system in which, when 
you get to the white house, anything goes,” 
adler said.  n

“the bill we have is the senate’s rough draft. In a 
sense, we got the law no one wanted.” 

– professor Jonathan adler  
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llm alum appointed as Judge 
of the High court in uganda
Duncan Gaswaga reflects on his experiences at cWru

 i was the third distinguished Jurist in 
residence (2012-2013) after chief magistrate 
rosemelle mutoka of Kenya’s piracy court and 
Judge ra’id Juhi hamadi al-saedi, chief 
investigative Judge of the iraqi high tribunal 
that prosecuted Saddam hussein. my deep 
appreciation goes to professor michael Scharf 
who assisted the republic of Seychelles with 
binders of legal research memoranda to 
facilitate the prosecution of pirates. it was 
during his visit to the Seychelles that i got to 
know more about the case western reserve 
University School of law (cwrU). 
 at that time, i was working as an 
expatriate Judge of the Supreme court and 
constitutional court, and head of the criminal 
division, in which capacity i got the rare 
opportunity of presiding over maritime piracy 
trials committed by Somalis on the indian 
ocean. the school offered me a full-tuition 
scholarship as part of its international criminal 
law llm program, and i spent one semester 
in residence and another semester on 
externship at the international criminal court 
in the hague, the netherlands. 
 the program was not only self-rewarding 
but also career fulfilling. For i had long wished 
to study international criminal law in an 
american University given that my training: 
llb (tanzania), llm (South africa) and post 
graduate education for admission to the bar 
(Uganda) was all obtained in the african 
continent. the program provided an opportunity 
for me to interact both socially and intellectually 
with people from diverse nations, professions, 
cultures, races and walks of life. 
 the students were quite friendly and 
supportive, and always initiated very engaging 
discussions. the professors too were very 
helpful and approachable. it was much easier 
for me to consult with the professors given 
that my office was on the same floor as most 
of them. as students, we also took advantage 
of the well-stocked and up to date law library, 
which provided a conducive reading 
environment, to find the latest study material 
in the field of international criminal law.
 professor Scharf organized for me several 
speaking engagements at various schools of 
law, including case and other universities in 

cleveland, atlanta, new york and Europe, and 
the robert Jackson centre, chautaqua where i 
got the opportunity to meet with the 
prosecutors of the world international criminal 
courts and tribunals. 
 i also attended a debate on piracy at the 
Security council, new york and was able to 
participate in the icc world moot competitions 
as one of the Judges. through the efforts of 
professor Scharf and my other lecturer, dr. 
Shanon French the director of inamori 
international centre for Ethics, i was able to 
obtain funding from the Frederick K. cox 
international law centre, inamori international 
centre for Ethics, and the planethood 
Foundation to facilitate my externship 
program and the publication of articles on 
piracy and terrorism.
 the knowledge and experience harnessed 
from the program is presently being shared 
with the judicial officers of Uganda, where i 
have been appointed Judge of the high court, 
and i hope to make meaningful contribution to 
the international criminal division of the high 
court of Uganda. the knowledge will also be 
shared through the articles that i intend to 
publish. 
 apart from the cold weather, i loved and 
enjoyed everything in cleveland. it was such a 
wonderful experience studying at cwrU and 
would recommend the program to those who 
want their door to the outside world opened. n 

Duncan Gaswaga was sworn in at the State House 
Entebbe, Uganda before H.E. President Yoweri 
Museveni. He is joined by his family (Lulu Denise, 12; 
Galvin, 8; and Denzel, 5). 

Gaswaga and his wife, Liz, built apartments named 
Cleveland, in honor of his experiences as an LLM 
student at Case Western Reserve. The apartments 
are located along Gaswaga Drive in Kamapla city. 



Law school moves up  
  in U.S. News rankings

case western reserve University School of law gained 
four places in U.S. News & World Report’s 2015 best law 
Schools rankings. the school tied at #64. our health law 
ranking climbed two slots to #3, and international law 
ranked #15.

“these results illustrate the momentum we have been 
building with regard to emphasizing our areas of strength 
and providing students the academic and extracurricular 
experiences required to succeed,” said interim dean 
michael p. Scharf, a professor of international law. “as we 
launch a new curriculum this fall, we expect to see even 
greater gains for our graduates.”

interim dean Jessica berg, a health law expert, added, 
“our health law program was the first of its kind when we 
opened the law-medicine center in 1953. we have only 
benefitted from the extraordinary gains of our medical 
school and the region’s growing emphasis on health care 
and biomedical innovation. we are honored to be so 
highly recognized by our peers.”

this year’s list marks the first time the school improved 
its overall standing since 2009, and came courtesy of 
improvements in acceptance, bar passage and 
employment rates. Specifically, the acceptance rate 
moved five points, to 49 percent, while the bar passage 
rate for ohio climbed a tenth of a percent to 81.9 percent. 

in addition to our jump in the rankings, the law school saw 
gains in employment numbers. ninety-one percent of 
graduates in the class of 2013 are employed or enrolled in 
an advanced degree program nine months after 
graduation. this overall employment statistic represents a 
five percent increase from last year. bar-required 
employment jumped from 71 to 83 percent. n

12  x  case western reserve University School of law
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when case western reserve’s intellectual property experts 
began planning their new clinical program, they did not see a 
rainbow of opportunity. they saw a hole. a big one. 

science to market  
new ip venture clinic assists 
young entrepreneurs with 
product launches

egal resources for young entrepreneurs, particularly college students and recent graduates, were virtually 
non-existent. these science and technology gurus had great product ideas, but lacked the funding, 
business sense and legal know-how to launch them. For years, inventions by individuals in this 
demographic found themselves in black holes, with product ideas that never made it to the shelves. 

 now, the law school is helping these entrepreneurs take their science to market. and student lawyers are doing 
the work, gaining strategic business exposure and real-world intellectual property law experience at every step of 
the process.   
 “the ip venture clinic is turning that gap in the intellectual property continuum into an educational opportunity,” 
said ted theofrastous, managing attorney of the ip venture clinic and distinguished practitioner-in-residence.  
 the clinic is one of many initiatives that comprise the law school’s center for law, technology and the arts.  
the center is directed by notable intellectual property scholar craig a. nard.  
 “we are extraordinarily fortunate to have someone like ted manage the clinic; he is an extremely sophisticated 
and thoughtful technology lawyer with extensive experience in this space,” said nard. 
 theofrastous, who is also a co-founder and managing director of the center’s FUSion program, has been a 
commercialization lawyer for 15 years. but as the managing attorney for the ip venture clinic, he takes a step back 
and allows his students to take the lead on every aspect of turning ideas into patentable products and successful 
businesses. 
 the students begin by reviewing each client’s intellectual property and business needs. to qualify, entrepreneurs 
must be unfunded, with a personal income at or under three times the poverty level. the ideal client not only has an 
idea, but a long-term goal of advancing a business. 

Law school moves up  
  in U.S. News rankings
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 “we needed more as a profession to address the potential in the unfunded entrepreneurs,” 
theofrastous said. “our goal is to move their projects toward an investable state.” 
 many of the clients are current case western reserve students, such as the trio who 
invented Sprav. born out of an extra credit assignment in an engineering class, Sprav is a 
device that clips on to the pipe behind a shower head and gives audio and visual cues about 
how much water and energy a person has consumed. the attractive-looking gizmo lights up 
green, yellow and red based on consumption levels. Sprav uses bluetooth to connect to a 
smartphone app, which may be used to customize settings and monitor water usage overtime. 
 other clients, such as disease diagnostic group cEo John lewandowski, are young alums 
who are leveraging resources to help them launch projects they began working on as students. 

Ted Theofrastous is managing attorney of  
the law school’s new IP Venture Clinic and 
Distinguished Practitioner-in-Residence. 
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disease diagnostic group created a device that drastically speeds up 
the ability to diagnose malaria. the rapid assessment of malaria 
(ram) device uses magnets and lasers and can offer a diagnosis in 
one minute with the drop of blood from a fingertip. 
 “Jake busch at the ip venture clinic provided valuable insight,” 
lewandowski said. “we provided Jake with an outline of the patent 
agreement and the operating agreement. he found new opportunities 
for future patents.” 
 busch, ankit patel and Jeremy Saks are the three law students who 
comprise the inaugural group of ip venture clinic students. 
collectively, they’ve reviewed about a dozen potential projects since 
the clinic began in September. during the spring semester, nine 
projects were actively involved in the patent process at various levels, 
depending on the client’s needs. 
 “i assess whether or not they have a viable ip concept and whether 
or not they are a good client for the program,” busch said. “Some 
clients have an idea they want to us to patent for them, but they have 
no corporate aspect. others want us to help set up a company, but 
have no ip component.” 
 the ip venture clinic has forged partnerships wherever possible. 
the university’s blackstone launchpad, an on-campus destination for 
students who need help launching their own business – has referred 
clients to the clinic for legal help. rich wesorick, managing partner of 
tarolli, Sundheim, covell & tummino partners with the clinic by 
supervising students’ filings with the U.S. patent and trademark 
office. the university’s office of research and technology 
management, which is launching a new venture fund in collaboration 
with University hospitals and the state of ohio, will utilize the clinic to 
review applications for the venture fund to help make them better 
candidates for funding. 
 “as is requisite for partnership success, the ip venture clinic’s 
approach truly provides value to all of its participants,” said Joseph 
Jankowski, the university’s chief innovation officer who will lead the 
new seed-stage venture fund and serves as advisor to the clinic. “the 
law students receive an unparalleled opportunity to contribute to a 
growing ecosystem of new enterprises, and the entrepreneurs receive 
valuable legal representation as they grow their enterprises towards 
value creation.  meanwhile, the university and region benefit from 
multi-school, regional collaboration that has long been the vision of 
the university.”

 on top of those efforts, the ip venture clinic is coordinating the full 
launch of the patent pro bono network, part of a national initiative 
outlined in the america invents act. the pro bono network will serve 
as a one-stop shop for individuals seeking assistance with intellectual 
property legal matters, some of whom will make their way into the 
clinic, if they qualify. 
 and this is just the beginning. the long-range plan, theofrastous 
said, is to expand geographically. the clinic will start in northeast ohio, 
as it has already accomplished, and grow its reach across the State of 
ohio and western pa from there. not to mention, the clinic’s ultimate 
goal of helping its clients negotiate funding options with investors, 
and eventually seeing those products hit the market – nationally and 
internationally, in some cases. 
 “our students can graduate from law school, having done a deal —  
start to finish,” he said. “that’s a pretty important differentiator.”
 as the ip venture clinic helps fill the hole in the intellectual 
property continuum, young entrepreneurs who never would have had 
the resources to launch their inventions are finding themselves with 
viable, investable product opportunities. 
 like a rainbow of opportunity.  n

As the IP Venture Clinic helps fill the hole in the intellectual 
property continuum, young entrepreneurs who never 
would have had the resources to launch their inventions 
are finding themselves with real products in the market. 

examples of IP Venture clinic clients: 
blDGscout –  energy management control and education 

system

carbon Origins –  rocket platform for low-cost suborbital 
experimentation

Disease Diagnostics –  low-cost malaria diagnostic platform 

Jet engine Design (name, tbD) –  high-efficiency jet engine 
design

medimems – advanced coatings for implantable devices

Paradigm analysis – visual data analysis platform

re-mesh –  a novel approach to “many to 1” relationships in 
communications and social networks

sicca aqua – a rehabilitation exercise device

sprav – bluetooth-enabled shower monitoring device
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InterIm Dean mIcHael scHarf anD  
laW alum DanIelle frItz (laW ’13) 
work to end 
atrocities in syria
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Danielle Fritz

danielle Fritz enrolled in law school knowing she 
wanted a career in public international law. 
 now, less than a year after graduating, she is 
among the team of lawyers working to resolve 
one of the most important public international 
law issues this year: the fighting and commission 
of atrocities in Syria. 
 “the humanitarian situation in Syria is 
incomprehensible and unacceptable.  i am 
fortunate to have been given an opportunity to 
play a role in resolving the Syrian conflict and 
bringing perpetrators of war crimes to justice,” 
Fritz said. “i never imagined that i would be 
involved in such high-level work immediately 
after law school.  professionally, the skills and 
knowledge that i am developing through this 
process will help to sustain my career in public 
international law.”
 the Syrian civil war has resulted in hundreds 
of thousands of casualties, including 1,400 people 
who were killed last august by use of chemical 
weapons.
 as a 2013-14 fellow, Fritz is on the team of 
lawyers for the public international law & policy 
group (pilpg), a global pro bono law firm that is 
providing strategic and technical assistance to 
the national opposition coalition, which has been 
fighting the Syrian government for two years. 
 interim dean michael Scharf is co-founder 
and a managing director of pilpg.  last year, he 
served as co-chair of an expert group which 
drafted a Statute for a tribunal to prosecute 
Syrian atrocities.  the experts provided a copy of 
the draft statute to the coalition’s minister of 
Justice radwan Ziadeh. in February, the 
coalition’s Judicial council endorsed the elements 
outlined in the draft statute.  Scharf also met 
with members of the U.S. congress, who are 

pressing for legislation calling for the 
establishment of a Syria tribunal. 
 meanwhile, pilpg has served as legal counsel 
to the coalition during the two rounds of Syrian 
peace talks in geneva in January and February. 
Fritz has been involved in writing memos used by 
the delegation during the negotiations and 
providing additional legal assistance. currently, 
pilpg is working with the coalition to prepare for 
the third round of talks.  
 Fritz is grateful to have studied under Scharf 
and credits her law school experiences with 
helping her achieve her dream of working in 
public international law.  
 “i would not be able to work with pilpg 
without generous financial support from the 
career development office and the Federick K. 
cox international law center,” she said. 
“moreover, dean Scharf secured funding from the 
planethood Foundation to support my fellowship.  
cwrU law has supported my career in public 
international law every step of the way.”
 this isn’t the first time Fritz has been involved 
in major international law projects. as a student 
in the war crimes research lab, she wrote a 
memorandum on prosecuting juvenile pirates, 
which Scharf presented to the Un contact group 
on Somali piracy in copenhagen. She also secured 
internships at the refugee law project in 
Uganda, the Special court for Sierra leone in the 
netherlands, and the international Justice 
program of human rights watch in new york. 
 “through these wonderful experiences, i 
developed a strong background in international 
humanitarian and criminal law, which serves me 
well in my current work,” Fritz said. “cwrU law 
provided me with amazing opportunities to 
explore my interest in this exciting field.”  n

 “through these wonderful experiences,  
i developed a strong background in international 
humanitarian and criminal law, which serves me 

well in my current work.” 
– danielle Fritz (law ‘13)
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case western reserve University School of law saw a notable jump in 
the percentages of students who are employed after graduation. 
 the percentage increase went from 86 percent with the class of 
2012 to 91 percent with the class of 2013, an increase of 5 percentage 
points in just one year. and that’s not all. 
 the number of students employed in bar-required positions 
dramatically increased from 71 to 83 percent. 
 the obvious question: why? 
 “we can’t point to a single reason for the increase, but we know 
that multiple factors contributed to our growth,” said donna davis, 
assistant dean of career development. “taken together, these factors 
tell the story.”
 a smaller class size, more one-on-one support, greater faculty 
involvement, valuable student input and a strong alumni network 
have contributed to the growth in the percentage of students who are 
employed after graduation. 

 as she explained in a recent national law Journal article, davis said 
the law school has taken an aggressive national approach to legal 
recruiting. For a number of years, the career development office has 
began the academic year by polling students about the top three 
locations where they would like to practice, along with preferred 
practice areas. polling the students increased the career development 
office’s focus. 
 “we rely on student input and let the data drive our recruiting 
decisions,” davis said.  
 the survey results drive the career counselor, employer and 
student outreach schedules for the year. 
 outreach meetings increased 40 percent from 100 meetings in 
2011-12 to 140 meetings in 2012-2013. additionally, the cdo 
employer meeting solicitations significantly increased from 491 
attempts in to 676 attempts during the same time period. 
 no longer are careers solely focused on large law firms. these days, 
more students are using their Jd degrees in the public, nonprofit, 
governmental, and business industries. in the class of 2013, 45.63 
percent of all students in each graduating class began their careers at 
law firms, 19.90 percent were employed in business and industry, 
15.53 percent found jobs in government, and another 11.17 percent 
began their careers in public interest.

HOW alumnI can Get InVOlVeD 
 schedule an Outreach meeting With us: our career development 
assistant dean donna davis, director of Employer outreach and 
Externships mary beth moore, and director of outreach and 
communications michael mccarthy travel the country and meet with 
employers year-round.
 Participate in On-campus fall and/or spring recruitment Programs: 
the fall program is the larger of the two events. in 2013, 195 
employers attended. the 2014 spring program included 90 employers. 
 Post a Job: postings are accepted year-round and uploaded to the 
electronic Symplicity System that is accessible by all current students 
and alumni. requests may also be sent to lawjobpostings@case.edu. 
 Participate in an Off-campus Job fair: we sponsor job fairs in 
boston, new york, chicago, washington, dc, and los angeles. 
 serve as a Panelist at a career skills or Professional Development 
Workshop: we hold events throughout the academic year and are 
always looking for alumni to serve as guest speakers for our events 
and networking opportunities.  n

Law school’s employment numbers rise
ALumni support: A Component of suCCess

Law school alumni participate in professional development workshops and 
panels by discussing their career paths and share advice with students. 
Pictured are Colleen Koehler (LAW ’03), Ross, Brittain & Schonberg Co., L.P.A.; 
and Daniel Natalie, (LAW ’02), Jennifer I. Peyton, Attorney at Law, LLC.
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Bus riDe 
to JustiCe: 
A conversation 
with Fred Gray
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Fred gray (law ’54) is a legendary civil 
rights lawyer and one of the law 
school’s most distinguished graduates. 
he is still practicing law in alabama 
and fighting for civil rights. 
 he represented rosa parks, martin 
luther King, Jr., the black ministers who 
were sued in New York Times Co. v. 
Sullivan, and the victims of the infamous 
tuskegee syphilis experiment, among 
many others. he successfully argued 
Gomillion v. Lightfoot, the tuskegee 

gerrymandering case, and played an 
important part in several other 
landmark Supreme court cases. he 
also had a leading role in many of the 
most important civil rights cases in 
alabama for the last six decades.
 in october, gray paid a visit to his 
law school and associate dean 
Jonathan Entin interviewed him about 
his life experiences and the new edition 
of his memoir, Bus Ride to Justice.  n

He also had a 
leading role 

in many of 
the most 

important 
civil rights 

cases in 
alabama for 

the last six 
decades.

Watch fred gray’s full interview on our 
youTube Channel: Caseschooloflaw/videos



Forward-Thinking  
Law school Campaign update
we give special thanks to our alumni and friends who have made gifts and commitments which have propelled us to $24.2 million 
toward our $32 million campaign goal. these funds, which have been raised since the campaign went public in 2011, have benefitted 
our law school by supporting endowed chairs, faculty initiatives and student scholarships. over $8 million has come from support of 
our annual fund which allows us to offer competitive scholarships to recruit the best students possible. it is our hope to exceed our 
$32 million campaign goal by the end of 2016, and we look forward to having all alumni join us in support of this historical goal. 

many alumni have chosen to support the campaign through planned gifts including bequests, gift annuities or gifts of insurance. 
more information about legacy giving can be found in our new website and newsletter:

Fred weisman-adl ’48, law ’51, has established a gift annuity which will support scholarships. Fred established a scholarship fund 
several years ago and will add to this fund through his gift annuity. 

“we are honored by Fred’s gift, which is an outstanding way to support our students and the law school’s strong future,”  
said Jt garabrant, associate dean of development and public affairs. 

for more information about supporting the law school campaign, please contact Jt at 216-368-6352 or jtg5@case.edu.

law school alum Fred weisman, b.a. ’51, ’54, 
has lived in ohio his entire life—87 years. he 
selected case western reserve University 
School of law to establish a charitable gift 
annuity as a way to give back and support 
future law school students. his generous 
legacy gift will provide student scholarships 
for generations to come.

“i grew up under minimal financial 
circumstances,” he explained. “my background, 
effort, and collegiate-professional training at 
case western reserve University School of 
law enabled me to be successful, both 
personally and financially.”

a native of cleveland, weisman attended case 
western reserve University for his 
undergraduate and legal education based on 
its excellent reputation and its hometown 
location. his first year there was preceded by 
his enlistment in the U.S. navy in 1944, where 
he served in world war ii.

after law school graduation weisman 
practiced law as a litigation attorney and has 
been named one of the best lawyers in 
america. “the study and practice of law gave 
me endless satisfaction,” he noted with pride. 
in addition to his numerous professional 
accomplishments he served as past president 
of the cuyahoga county bar association and 
cleveland academy of trial attorneys. he and 
his late wife, lois Jane weisman, have three 
children and nine grandchildren. weisman also 
greatly enjoys jazz music and sports.

Establishing a gift annuity with case western 
reserve University School of law made perfect 
sense to weisman. “a gift annuity provides 
income to the donor until death—it’s an 
outstanding way to give,” he said.

Significantly, weisman pointed out that his gift 
helps ensure that other students have the 
same opportunities for success that he 
received. it’s a smart investment in the future.
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weisman establishes charitable gift annuity to support law scholarships
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Patrick Haney (seated, left) with Andrew Pollis 
(seated, right), Joshuah Lisk (standing, left) and 
Yelena Grinberg (standing, right).

A Long time Coming 
tHe laW scHOOl stuDent teams 
WHO WOrkeD On tHIs case
2009-10:  carrie tuttle Wells and tim 

spillman were the first students to 
work on the case, interview the 
client and begin to digest the 
issues.

2010-11:  Jeremy farrell and amanda shooks 
filed the original lawsuit and 
worked on a lot of discovery, 
including depositions.

2011-12:  Joshua lusk and sarah antonucci 
were on the verge of a jury trial 
before one of the defendants filed 
for bankruptcy.

2012-13:  ruchi asher, emily Grannis and Jim 
thomas worked on the appeal to 
the Eighth district.  

present:  Yelena Grinberg, Patrick Haney and 
Joshuah lisk wrote the successful 
petition to the ohio Supreme court 
and the merit brief. 

ohio supreme Court ACCepts 
AppeAL Brought By LAw 
sChooL stuDents
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“For law students 
to accomplish 

this before they 
even graduate is, 
to say the least, 

remarkable.” 
– Assistant Professor  

Andrew S. Pollis

three 3ls from case western reserve 
University’s milton a. Kramer law clinic are 
wrapped up in a rare opportunity to argue a 
case before the ohio Supreme court that 
impacts all pro bono cases across ohio.  
 yelena grinberg, patrick haney and 
Joshuah lisk drafted a petition to the court in 
november, asking the court to take their 
client’s case. in march, the court accepted 
their case for full briefing and oral argument. 
this marks the first time the law school clinic 
has had a case reach the state’s highest court. 
 “it’s extremely exciting. i don’t know how 
else to put it,” said lisk, who found out during 
spring break. 
 getting a case into the Supreme court is 
an accomplishment that relatively few 
practicing attorneys achieve, said andrew S. 
pollis, assistant professor and the students’ 
faculty supervisor in the civil litigation clinic. 
 “For law students to accomplish this 
before they even graduate is, to say the least, 
remarkable,” pollis said. 
 the students submitted their merit brief 
this spring. the oral argument is likely to 
happen next fall—after the students’ 
graduation—and a decision some months later. 
 but the clinic students say they want to 
stick with the case, if they can, even after 
graduation. lisk will be working as an 
assistant district attorney in manhattan and 
won’t be able to participate in oral 
arguments. but haney and grinberg plan to 
take the ohio bar and may continue to work 
on the case, if they are able. 
 regardless of the outcome, all three 
students are fortunate to see the case get 
this far, and they are grateful for the experience. 
“i think it’s a really great way to end our law 
school experience,” said grinberg, who plans 
to work as a first-year associate at Jones day 
in cleveland after graduation.
 grinberg, haney and lisk comprise the 
fifth team of student lawyers involved in the 
case. Four years ago, the clinic began 
representing the client in a home-repair 
dispute. the defendant failed to answer 
written discovery requests.

 the issue before the Supreme court is 
fairly straightforward. it involves the right to 
collect attorney fees—specifically, whether a 
judge can award fees to lawyers who serve 
pro bono when the opposition fails to meet 
its discovery obligations. the Kramer law 
clinic’s case in cuyahoga county common 
pleas court resulted in an attorney-fee award 
of $1,000.
 the defendant appealed the trial-court 
ruling to the ohio court of appeals for the 
Eighth district. Students ruchi asher, Emily 
grannis and Jim thomas, who all graduated 
last may, argued that appeal. a three-judge 
panel ruled 2-1 to overturn the trial court’s 
fee award. the appellate court wrote that it 
reversed the award “reluctantly” but was 
constrained to follow a prior ohio Supreme 
court decision holding that lawyers cannot 
recover attorney fees when their clients are 
not actually obligated to pay them.
 this year’s team of students responded by 
filing a jurisdictional petition in the ohio 
Supreme court, asking the high court to 
accept the case for full briefing and oral 
argument, and to consider overruling the 
prior decision.
 not only did the students write the 
petition; they also secured supporting briefs 
from key sectors of the legal profession, 
including several private law firms, 
legal-services organizations, the plaintiffs’ 
bar and the ohio attorney general. and, on 
march 12, the three students found out the 
majority of justices voted to accept it.
 “the case could have a wide-ranging effect 
on legal representation in ohio,” pollis said. 
 haney noted that a ruling in their client’s 
favor “would enhance low-income individuals’ 
access to the legal system.”
 now that the case is in the Supreme court, 
it requires the students to work on the merit 
brief while juggling their other academic 
demands and preparing for graduation and 
the bar exam.
 “that brief will give us an opportunity to 
do even more research and argue the case 
more extensively,” grinberg said.  n
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LAw firm LAw firm sChoLArship support 
support
the following organizations were recognized for their support 
of the scholarship program at the full or partial tuition level. 

bakerhostetler and Ulmer & berne:  
 benefactor level
hahn loeser & parks and tucker Ellis:  
 Fellow level
mcdonald hopkins and roetzel & andress:  
 partner level
Squire Sanders:  
 dean’s Society level 

law school recognizes organizations, 
individuals for their support during annual 
alumni & faculty luncheon in november

2012-2013 LAw firm giving ChALLenge
these awards for annual fund participation go to the firms with the 
highest participation from law school alumni at their firms.
 Five-way tie for first place with five firms achieving 100% participation: 
 weltman, weinberg & reis co., lpa
 buckley King
 calfee, halter & griswold, llp
  tucker Ellis, llp
 hahn loeser & parks, llp

 Second place with 69% participation:
 roetzel & andress

 third place with 56% participation: 
 gallagher Sharp

the organizations raised $494,631 – the most ever raised in the 14 years 
of the program. these awards were given to the top three firms that 
raised the most dollars. 
 First place, raising $110,510:
 Kohrman Jackson & Krantz

 Second place, raising $79,330:
 bakerhostetler

 third place, raising $55,800:
 Ulmer & berne
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the DistinguisheD reCent 
grADuAte AwArD
this award is given to a graduate who 
exceptionally fulfills one or more of these 
criteria: professional accomplishment, 
significant participation in professional 
activities, involvement in community 
activities, and involvement in law alumni 
affairs. 
 ryan bocskay, class of 2005, 
entertainment lawyer

the DistinguisheD teACher 
AwArD
this award recognizes a commitment to 
education and the pursuit of knowledge, 
which has enriched the personal and 
professional lives of students.
 michael benza, class of 1992, senior 
instructor in law

CentenniAL meDAL
the law alumni association 
established the centennial medal to 
recognize exceptional meritorious 
achievement. it is intended to be the 
highest honor that the law school 
bestows on one of its graduates. 
 stephen ellis, class of 1972, 
partner, tucker Ellis, llp

Ryan Bocskay (LAW ‘05)

Michael Benza (LAW ‘92)
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Mark Weinberger (LAW ’87, MBA ’87) received the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award from the law school and Weatherhead School of Management on 
February 20th. He is pictured with Weatherhead Dean Robert E. Widing II (left) 
and law school Interim Dean Michael Scharf. 

as global chairman and cEo of one of the largest professional 
services organizations in the world, mark weinberger’s career 
path has been extraordinary since he earned his Jd and mba 
degrees from case western reserve University in 1987. 
 he is global chairman & cEo of Ey (formerly Ernst & young), 
a leading global professional services organization that 
provides assurance, tax, transaction and advisory services. the 
company employs 175,000 people in more than 150 countries. 
 weinberger will speak at commencement on may 18 at 
Severance hall. he was honored with the distinguished 
alumnus award from the law school and weatherhead School 
of management on February 20. 
 weinberger credits his education with helping him succeed 
in his career journey to become leader of one of the world’s 
largest professional services organizations. he’s been a 
supporter of the law school’s curriculum direction to increase 
experiential learning opportunities and add leadership training. 
 “like the complex global business environment, legal 
education needs to evolve along the lines in this model. 
leadership skills, experiential development and practical 
business knowledge are key components of a legal education,” 
he said. 
 weinberger began his career with Ey in 1987 and has 
served in a variety of americas and global leadership positions 
for the organization including his most recent role as Ey’s 
global tax leader from 2008 to 2012. he was appointed global 
chairman & cEo-elect in January 2012 and became global 
chairman & cEo on July 1 2013. he serves as chair of the 
global Executive, Ey’s highest level management body; the 
global practice group; and the global public policy committee.
 in addition to his time at Ey, weinberger has previously 
served as the assistant Secretary of the United States 

department of the treasury (tax policy) in the george w. bush 
administration. he was also appointed by president clinton to 
serve on the U.S. Social Security administration advisory 
board, which advises the president and congress on all 
aspects of the Social Security system. 
 weinberger has also held other US government positions 
including chief of Staff of president clinton’s 1994 bipartisan 
commission on Entitlement and tax reform; chief tax and 
budget counsel to  U.S. Senator John danforth (r-missouri); 
advisor to the national commission on Economic growth and 
tax reform; and commissioner on the national commission 
on retirement policy.
 he was co-founder of washington counsel, p.c., a 
washington dc-based law and legislative advisory firm that 
merged into Ey and now operates as washington council Ey.
 weinberger sits on the board of directors for catalyst, the 
tax council, and the bullis School in potomac, md. he is a 
member of the international advisory board of british 
american business, a member of the international integrated 
reporting council and on the board of trustees for the 
american council for capital Formation. he is also a member 
of the washington dc-based business roundtable, and is a 
representative to the international business leaders advisory 
council (iblac). 
 he co-chairs the russia Foreign investment advisory 
council and plays an active role in the world Economic Forum 
(wEF) and its programs and is a member of wEF’s 
international business council. weinberger is a speaker at 
wEF and other international events, including the annual 
china Executive leadership programme (cElp) at cambridge 
University in the UK.  n

global chairman & 
Ceo of ey to speak 
at commencement 

on may 18
Weinberger (laW ’87, mba ’87) honored 

with Distinguished alumnus award
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Distinguished law graduate and 
international peacekeeper is Case 
western reserve university’s 2014 
commencement speaker

distinguished case western reserve University law alumnus mohamed ibn chambas, joint 
chief mediator overseeing the darfur peace negotiations for the african Union and United 
nations, returns to his alma mater as the 2014 commencement speaker on Sunday, may 18.
 chambas, a renowned attorney, scholar and diplomat from ghana, will offer lessons gleaned 
from decades of negotiating some of the world’s most contentious and difficult issues. 
chambas, 63, who earned a law degree from case western reserve in 1984, was the 
international mediator who helped resolve the liberian civil war of the 1990s, and the ivory 
coast civil war in the early 2000s.
 during the commencement ceremony, chambas also will receive an honorary doctor of 
laws degree.
 “we are proud to welcome mohamed ibn chambas back to our campus for graduation 
exercises,” president barbara r. Snyder said. “his work exemplifies our mission of increasing 
knowledge and deepening understanding, and i am confident we all will learn a great deal from 
his remarks.”
 chambas, who entered government in 1987 as ghana’s deputy foreign secretary, came into 
international prominence as mediator for the First liberian civil war, and later the ivorian civil war.

his long and distinguished career reflect a lifetime of service:
	 •		In	2007,	he	was	appointed	the	first	president	of	the	Economic	Community	of	West	African	

States (EcowaS) by the governments of its member states, serving a four-year term.
	 •		Two	years	later,	Chambas	was	named	secretary-general	of	the	African,	Caribbean	and	

pacific group of States (acp), a security and economic cooperation organization of 79 
countries. in that role, he aided in the acp’s economic recovery and helped forge the 
organization’s agreement to join the European Union in 2020.

	 •		In	2013,	Chambas	was	appointed	joint	special	representative	of	the	African	Union	to	the	
United nations hybrid operation in darfur.

 chambas also is an accomplished academic. as ghana’s deputy minister of education from 
1997 to 2000, he oversaw policies and accreditation for five universities and 10 polytechnic and 
agency and institutions.
 in addition to his law degree, chambas, who is married with five children, holds political science 
degrees from the University of ghana (ba, 1973) and cornell University (ma, 1977, and phd, 1980).  n
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For more information, contact Liz woyczynski at liz.woyczynski@case.edu or 216-368-2083

first LLm All-Class reunion
June 6-8, 2014

reunite with your feLLow CAse western reserve LLm 
grADuAtes from ALL over the worLD During the 
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After  
46 yeArs, 
gABinet 
retires –
sort of by Jonathan l. Entin

associate dean for academic affairs
david l. brennan professor of law and professor of political Science

leon gabinet, the coleman p. burke 
professor of law, will formally retire on June 
30, 2014, after 46 years on the faculty. 
professor gabinet is a beloved teacher who 
has taught a wide variety of tax courses to 
thousands of students during his career.
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born in poland, gabinet moved with his family to chicago as a 
boy. after serving in the U.S. navy during world war ii, he 
received his bachelor’s and law degrees from the University of 
chicago, where he was an editor of the law review. his law 
school classmates included robert bork (who became a 
leading scholar of antitrust law but, we hear, used gabinet’s 
outline to get through their law school antitrust course) and 
marvin chirelstein (another prominent tax professor). 
between college and law school, gabinet spent two years in 
medical school. along the way he also found time to play 
Junior a hockey, where his defense partner was future hall of 
Famer harry howell. although he returned to school to 
complete his education, gabinet continued to play recreational 
hockey for many years (including games with and against 
some of his students).
 after law school, he clerked for a justice of the oregon 
Supreme court, worked at the oregon tax commission, and 
practiced in portland. he came to case western reserve 
University in 1968. during his third year on the faculty he 
became acting dean of the law school when louis toepfer 
was elevated to the university presidency.

 in addition to his teaching, gabinet has published many 
works on tax issues, including Tax Aspects of Marital Dissolution 
and Divorce, a leading treatise that is now in its third edition. 
a productive scholar in his ninth decade, he not only continues 
to update his treatise but also has been doing pioneering 
work about the tax implications of same-sex marriage.
 gabinet was one of the first recipients of the law alumni 
association’s distinguished teacher award, has roasted many 
new members of the Society of benchers, and has provided 
wisdom and counsel to generations of students, alumni, staff, 
and colleagues. he was the first david l. brennan professor 
of law and now holds the coleman p. burke professorship, a 
chair that was endowed in his honor by a former student.
 although gabinet will be retiring, he intends to continue 
teaching one course annually. in fact, at the age of 87, he has 
decided to take up a new one, insurance law, which we have 
not been able to offer since professor wilbur leatherberry 
adl ’65, law ’68 retired two years ago. So, while professor 
gabinet will have emeritus status, we can’t say that we’ll miss 
him because he will remain a vital part of the law school. we 
hope it stays that way for years to come.  n

Faculty and staff attended Professor Leon Gabinet’s official “final class” during the fall 2013 
semester. They lined his classroom and clapped and cheered as he ended his final lesson.
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the world trade organization’s dispute 
Settlement body has issued 10 rulings 
against china since the country became a 
member in 2001, a time when many political 
leaders doubted china would have the ability 
to comply with wto rules in the first place. 
 in the beginning, china was swift to settle 
or revise its domestic laws and regulations to 
accord with wto rulings. in more recent 
years, however, the world’s most populous 
country has behaved more like a smart 
lawyer or football coach: deploying procedural 
rules to benefit itself.
 research on these rulings formed the 
centerpiece of assistant professor timothy 
webster’s testimony before the 
congressional-Executive commission on 
china in January. in addition to summarizing 
china’s track record, he offered suggestions 

on how the U.S. may more effectively respond 
to china’s implementation challenges. 
 “china understands the U.S. far better 
than the U.S. understands china. this 
systemic imbalance is troublesome, and my 
upcoming testimony will offer solutions to 
some of these problems,” webster said. “i’m 
looking forward to speaking before the 
commission and sharing my research on 
china’s compliance – or lack thereof – with 
international trade rules.” 
 webster’s most recent article, on which 
this testimony is based, is forthcoming in the 
Michigan Journal of International Law. he 
concludes that china is a system maintainer, 
not a system challenger. as the country gains 
experience with wto dispute settlement 
procedures, it has become increasingly savvy 
at using tactical manipulation to its benefit. 
 china has appealed unfavorable decisions, 
even when an appeal has no merit. this move 
is presumably to “buy time” before a decision 
becomes final. in other decisions, china has 
failed to make necessary changes within a 
negotiated period of time, and it has even left 
inconsistent regulations in place, thereby 
encouraging illegal behavior to continue.

 there are multiple steps the U.S. can take 
in response to this behavior, webster argues. 
the U.S. must specify what steps china must 
take to enforce individual decisions, monitor 
china’s implementation efforts more 
assiduously, and better understand how 
china’s legal system operates.
 webster’s forthcoming article showcases 
his expertise in the fields of comparative and 
international law. he has presented his 
research in mandarin, Japanese and English 
to audiences around the world. 
 webster began his academic career at yale 
law School, teaching chinese law and 
implementing legal reform projects with prc 
officials, public interest lawyers, academics 
and judges. he has also taught at berkeley, 
cornell, nanjing and national taiwan 
Universities.  he has published in many of 
this country’s leading international law 
journals, including the Columbia Journal of 
Transnational Law, University of Pennsylvania 
Journal of International Law, Michigan Journal 
of International Law and Vanderbilt Journal of 
Transnational Law. he is director of East 
asian legal Studies at case western reserve 
University School of law.  n

assIstant PrOfessOr Webster testIfIes befOre 
cOnGress On cHIna’s cOmPlIance WItH traDe rules

Webster (left) talking to Sen. Sherrod Brown, who 
chaired the hearing of the Congressional-Executive 
Commission on China 

Webster testifying 
before the 
Congressional-
Executive Commission 
on China
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Faculty briefs

JonAthAn h. ADLer
Johan Verheij memorial Professor of law; 
Director of the center for business law and 
regulation

pUbliCaTions
“no cost-Free carbon control,” NatioNal Review 
oNliNe, Sept. 23, 2013.

“learning how to Fish” (w/ nathaniel Stewart), 
RegulatioN, spring 2014.

“Eyes on a climate prize: rewarding Energy 
innovation to achieve climate Stabilization” 
was republished in iNtellectual PRoPeRty, 
iNNovatioN aNd the eNviRoNmeNt (peter S. menell & 
Sarah m. tran eds. 2014).

co-author of the new book, A ConspirACy AgAinst 
obAmACAre: the Volokh ConspirACy And the heAlth 
CAre CAse, published by palgrave in november. 

portions of Eyes on a Climate Prize: Rewarding 
Energy Innovation to Achieve Climate 
Stabilization was republished in intelleCtuAl 
property, innoVAtion And the enVironment (peter S. 
menell & Sarah m. tran eds. 2014).

presenTaTions
Spoke on “conservation without regulation: 
property rights and Environmental 
protection” before the student chapter of the 
Federalist Society at the University of indiana 
(bloomington) School of law on Sept. 26. 

presented a paper on the evolution of Judge 
robert bork’s perspective on commercial 
speech at tenth anniversary Symposium of 
the Journal of Law, Economics, and Policy, 
co-sponsored with the law and Economics 
center at george mason University School of 
law on nov. 8.

Spoke on the NLRB v. Noel Canning case and 
the recess appointments clause before the 
student chapter of the Federalist Society at the 
villanova University School of law on nov. 5.

Spoke on a panel on “clean air act, greenhouse 
gasses, and cooperative Federalism” at the 

Second annual Searle center conference on 
Federalism and Energy at northwestern 
University on nov. 14. 

Spoke on a panel on “Executive branch gone 
wild? 21st century checks and balances” at 
the annual lawyers’ convention of the 
Federalist Society for public policy Studies in 
washington, d.c. on nov. 16. 

Spoke on “rethinking Environmental 
regulation” before the student chapter of the 
Federalist Society at the University of 
minnesota law School on nov. 20. 

debated Scott Strand, Executive director of the 
minnesota center at the william mitchell 
college of law, in St. paul, minn. on nov. 20. 

presented the paper “compelled commercial 
Speech and the consumer right to Know” at a 
faculty workshop at the University of 
minnesota law School on nov. 21. 

moderated the panel “marijuana and the 
States - how Should Federalism principles 
inform the Federal government’s response to 
State marijuana initiatives?” at the national 
press club in washington, d.c. on dec. 3. the 
event was co-sponsored by the Federalist 
Society and the center for business law and 
regulation. 

presented the paper, “climate balkanization: 
dormant commerce and the limits of State 
Energy policy,” at the lone mountain Forum on 
“Energy policy: political, legal, and Economic 
issues” in big Sky, montana on dec. 6. 

Spoke at a clE program on “catastrophic 
threats to public and private property in the 
USa” in cleveland on dec. 10. 

Spoke at the “affordable care act town hall” 
at the national constitution center in 
philadelphia, pa on Jan. 21. 

Spoke on “the lawless implementation of 
obamacare” before the cleveland lawyers’ 
chapter of the Federalist Society on Jan. 30. 

Spoke on the NLRB v. Noel Canning case being 
considered by the U.S. Supreme court before 
the University of michigan law School chapter 
of the Federalist Society on Feb. 6. 

Spoke on “the illegal implementation of 
obamacare” before the Southeastern 
republicans of cuyahoga county in Solon, oh 
on Feb. 18. 

participated in a panel on “Shale gas, climate 
change, and ohio’s Economic opportunity,” 

sponsored by the Energy & Enterprise 
initiative and center for business law and 
regulation at the case western reserve 
University School of law on march 5. 

visited the University of colorado at boulder 
where he lectured to a class on market 
approaches to environmental protection and 
delivered a public lecture on “the illegal 
implementation of obamacare” on march 11. 

participated in a panel on “the implications of 
obamacare” co-sponsored by the illinois policy 
institute and the chicago lawyers’ chapter of 
the Federalist Society on march 20. 

meDia 
participated in a podcast for the national 
constitution center, “Sorting out the new 
challenges to obamacare” on dec. 5.  the 
podcast was written in The New Republic the 
following day. 

adler’s work on health care regulation was 
profiled in the dec. 4 Cleveland Plain Dealer 
and in dec. 2013, adler was cited in numerous 
articles in The Wall Street Journal, Washington 
Post, New York Times, USA Today, and The 
New Republic, to name a few. 

became a regularly featured blogger for The 
Washington Post through a new partnership 
with the volokh conspiracy and 
washingtonpost.com beginning in January. 

aCTiviTies
directed an interdisciplinary workshop on 
Federalism and Environmental policy, 
sponsored by the property & Environment 
research center and hosted by the center for 
business law and regulation at the case 
western reserve University School of law.

directed a liberty Fund conference on “liberty, 
property, and pollution” in miami, Florida, Feb. 
27-mar-1.

participated in an amicus brief of 
administrative law professors in the case of 
Chamber of Commerce v. EPA in the U.S. 
Supreme court.

co-authored an amicus brief in the case of 
Halbig v. Sebelius and King v. Sebelius before 
the U.S. courts of appeals for the district of 
columbia circuit and Fourth circuit, 
respectively.

directed a liberty Fund conference on “liberty, 
property, and pollution” in miami, Florida, Feb. 
27-mar-1.
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miChAeL BenzA
senior Instructor of law

meDia
Quoted in a Sept. 30 story in The Plain 
Dealer story on the request to unseal 
internet café plea. 

interviewed for a tv channel 3 county 
corruption story “investigator: is key corruption 
figure snitching on others?” on Sept. 27.  

interviewed by christian Science monitor for 
an article on the michigan stand your ground 
case on nov. 15.  

interviewed about the passing of nelson 
mandala on channels 5 and 8 and participated 
in a live spot on whK in december. 

appeared on ideastream on Jan. 24 to talk 
about the dennis mcguire execution.  

Quoted in a march 12 ap story about the 
ohio Supreme court juvenile life without 
parole decision. 

JessiCA Berg
Interim Dean; Professor of law, bioethics & 
Public Health; associate Director of the 
law-medicine center

pUbliCaTions
co-authored with S. corley, “Embryo donation: 
Ethical issues”, in Third Party Reproduction:  
A Comprehensive Guide (Springer 2013)

“the Effect of Social media on End-of-life 
decision making,” in Death and Dying (oxford 
University press, Forthcoming 2014)

“capacity and competence,” in Companion to 
Bioethics (routledge, Forthcoming 2014) (with 
K. Shaw)  

presenTaTions
“consumerism and Self-diagnosis” indiana 
School of law, march 2013.

aCTiviTies
appointed as acting dean of case western 
reserve University School of law in 
november 2013 and as interim dean in 
march 2014.  

meDia
Quoted in “Smartphones posing new  
ethical challenges with clinical photography” 
in the december 2013 issue of Medical  
Ethics Advisor.

JAime Bouvier
senior Instructor in law

pUbliCaTions
Zoning And plAnning lAw hAndbook, patricia Salkin, 
ed., thompson west (2013), reprinted illegal 
Fowl: A Survey of Municipal Laws Relating to 
Backyard Poultry and a Model Ordinance for 
Regulating City Chickens, 42 Env. l. rep. 
10888-10920, Sep. 2012, as a chapter to draw 
attention to it as an important contribution to 
the field of zoning and planning law. 

Regulating Chickens, Goats, and Bees, How 
Cities are Regulating Micro-Livestock, urbAn 
AgriCulture, aba, forthcoming 2014. 

animals in the city, Urban lawyer, forthcoming 
summer 2014. 

Prejudice and Agriculture: Is urban farming 
progressive or a step back, detroit-mercy 
college of law, forthcoming fall 2014.

presenTaTions
Bringing Agriculture Back to Cities: Exploring 
the Cultural Perception of Farming as a Step 
Backwards, going to Seed: Urban agriculture 
for distressed cities, detroit-mercy college of 
law Symposium, march 7-9.

JusCeLino f. CoLAres
Professor of law, associate Director of the 
frederick k. cox International law center

pUbliCaTions
“Upholding U.S. Free trade advocacy amid 
controversy over natural gas Exports,” was 
published on bna insights and featured on 
Bloomberg International Trade Reporter, WTO 
Reporter, Energy and Climate Report and 
Environment Reporter in January 2014. 

colares and Kosta ristovski, Mapping the 
Structure of Climate Change-Related Litigation: 
Can Litigation Pressure Alter Major Emitters’ 
Distaste for Federal Carbon Legislation? (under 
peer review) (forthcoming 2014).   

The Dynamics and Global Implications of 
Subglobal Carbon-Restricting Regimes, 24.2 
georgetown international Environmental law 
review __ (forthcoming 2013).

The Emerging Supply-Side Case for Global 
Carbon Restrictions, 19.__ U.c. davis Journal of 
international law & policy __ (forthcoming 2013). 

Paths to Carbon Stabilization: How Foreign 
Carbon-Restricting Reforms Will Affect US 
Industry, Climate Policy and the Prospects of a 

Binding Emission Reduction Treaty, 47 .2 
Journal of world trade 281 (spring 2013) (peer 
reviewed). 

presenTaTions
colares and Kosta ristovski, Mapping the 
Structure of Climate Change-Related 
Litigation: Can Litigation Pressure Alter Major 
Emitters’ Distaste for Federal Carbon 
Legislation, paper selected for presentation at 
the american association of law Schools 
(aalS) annual meeting, Joint tort & 
compensation and insurance law Section, 
new york city (Jan. 4).  

The EU/US Aviation Stalemate—Will Law or 
Politics Have the Last Say?, was accepted for 
presentation at the Joint conference of the 
american (aSil) and European (ESil) Society of 
international law’s interest groups on 
international Environmental law, hosted by 
the graduate institute of international and 
development Studies, geneva, Switzerland 
(22-23 nov.).

delivered the keynote address, titled The 
Supply-Side Case for Global Carbon Pricing 
Reform, at the peace of Utrecht conference on 
international law and climate change, hosted 
by Universiteit Utrecht, the netherlands (oct. 10).

The Limits of WTO Adjudication: Is Compliance 
the Problem? A 2013 Update, University of 
arizona (Sept.26).

Climate Change-Related Litigation: Signal or 
Noise?, University of tennessee college of law 
(Sept. 20).  

On the Allocation of Talent Across Societies: 
Some Implications for Piracy Preemption, the 
american branch of the international law 
association, End game! an international 
conference on combating maritime piracy, 
hosted by case western reserve University 
School of law (Sept. 6). 

aCTiviTies
appointed by the office of the United States 
trade representative (UStr) to serve on the 
2013-2014 United States roster of naFta 
panelists.  

Selected to serve on the american bar 
association (aba), Section of Environment, 
Energy and resources’ membership diversity 
Enhancement program (mdEp).  

meDia
participated in npr’s Sound of ideas 
discussion on the “twenty years of naFta” 
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paul giannelli, a renowned expert in scientific evidence, was appointed 
to the first national commission on Forensic Science by the U.S. 
department of Justice and the U.S. department of commerce’s 
national institute of Standards and technology. 
 giannelli will work with the 29 other members of the new 
commission to improve the practice of forensic science by developing 
guidance concerning the intersections between forensic science and 
the criminal justice system.  the commission also will develop policy 
recommendations for the U.S. attorney general, including uniform 
codes for professional responsibility and requirements for formal 
training and certification.  
 “this is a great opportunity to improve forensic science, which 
plays an important part in prosecuting the guilty and exonerating the 
innocent. it’s a great opportunity to serve the criminal justice system,” 
giannelli said. “this is the first such commission appointed by the U.S. 
attorney general. there had been a national report on forensic science 
in 2009 that recommended that a federal entity be appointed to 
oversee forensic science, and this a result of that recommendation.”
 the national research council report Strengthening Forensic 
Science in the United States: A Path Forward (the national academies 
press, 2009) may be found on the national academies press website.  
 the albert J. weatherhead iii and richard w. weatherhead 
professor and distinguished University professor, giannelli is an 
expert in criminal procedure. he has co-authored 10 books and 
written more than 200 published papers. he has been cited in nearly 
700 judicial opinions throughout the country, including seven 
decisions by the U.S. Supreme court. 
 “i appreciate the commitment each of the commissioners has 
made and look forward to working with them to strengthen the 
validity and reliability of the forensic sciences and enhance quality 
assurance and quality control,” said deputy attorney general cole.  
“Scientifically valid and accurate forensic analysis supports all aspects 
of our justice system.”
 the commission includes federal, state and local forensic science 
service providers; research scientists and academics; law enforcement 
officials; prosecutors, defense attorneys and judges; and other 
stakeholders from across the country.  this breadth of experience and 
expertise reflects the many different entities that contribute to 
forensic science practice in the U.S. and will ensure these broad 
perspectives are represented on the commission and in its work. 
commissioners were chosen from a pool of more than 300  
candidates.  n 

giAnneLLi AppointeD to new 
Commission on forensiC sCienCe
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on nov. 22, 2013. colares appeared with alan 
berube, senior fellow and deputy director at 
the brookings institution metropolitan policy 
program, and harriet applegate, executive 
secretary of the northshore aFl-cio. 

Quoted in a January story in law 360, titled 
“naFta partners Unlikely to get US invite to 
EU trade talks.” 

AviDAn y. Cover
assistant Professor; associate Director, 
Institute for Global security law and Policy

meDia
participated as a guest on The Sound of Ideas, 
wcpn, to discuss issues of technology and 
privacy on Sept.3.

george w. Dent
Professor of law

pUbliCaTions
“to promote marriage and the natural Family” 
was published in 3 international Journal of the 
Jurisprudence of the Family 237.

“toward improved intellectual diversity in law 
Schools” was published in 37 harvard Journal 
of law & public policy 165.

horatio alger with affirmative action (a review 
of my beloved world by Supreme court Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor) was published in 26 
academic Questions 229.

“why legalized insider trading would be a 
disaster” was published in 38 delaware 
Journal of corporate law 247.

“corporate governance without Shareholders: 
a cautionary lesson from non-profit 
organizations,” will be published in the 
delaware Journal of corporate law.

presenTaTions
gave a talk at brigham young law School 
entitled “Same-Sex marriage and the twilight 
of religious Freedom” on march 6.

JonAthAn L. entin
associate Dean for academic affairs, David l. 
brennan Professor of law, and Professor of 
Political science

pUbliCaTions
City Governments and Predatory Lending 
Revisited, 40 FordhAm urbAn lAw JournAl City 
squAre 108 (2014)

introduction to Symposium on “the Supreme 
court’s treatment of Same-Sex marriage in 
United States v. Windsor and Hollingsworth v. 
Perry: analysis and implications,” 64 CAse 
western reserVe lAw reView (in press)

Edward A. Mearns, Jr.: In Memoriam, 64 CAse 
western reserVe lAw reView (in press)

Tribute to Professor Calvin William Sharpe, 64 
CAse western reserVe lAw reView 4 (2013)

introduction to Symposium on “the law and 
policy of hydraulic Fracturing: addressing the 
issues of the natural gas boom,” 63 CAse 
western reserVe lAw reView 965 (2013)

presenTaTions
“Same-Sex marriage: is the law running to 
catch Up with Events?,” Siegal lifelong 
learning program, april 6

“the Supreme court and civil rights,” park 
Synagogue, march 18

panelist, “voting rights after Shelby County v. 
Holder,” cwrU School of law, nov. 6

Speaker, “Stand your ground laws,” central 
State University, Sept. 17

introducer and moderator, doris Kearns goodwin 
lecture, town hall of cleveland, Sept. 16

meDia 
april 7, wcpn, “the Sound of ideas,” hour-long 
program on a federal district court ruling that 
requires ohio to recognize same-sex 
marriages that were lawfully entered into in 
other jurisdictions

Feb. 27, ohio public radio, story about a 
pending ohio Supreme court case dealing with 
local authority to regulate fracking (aired on 
several stations around the state, including 
wcpn in cleveland and wKSU in Kent)

Jan. 27, wcpn, “the Sound of ideas,” hour-long 
program on federalism issues raised by the 
legalization of marijuana possession in colorado

Jan. 16, Newsweek article about texas abortion 
regulations

Jan. 14, Capital New Service article on maryland 
legislature’s vote to rescind its ratification of 
the so-called corwin amendment, an 1861 
proposed constitutional amendment that 
would have preserved slavery

dec. 16, wtam story about a legal challenge to 
the nSa surveillance program

Sept. 19, wcpn, “the Sound of ideas,” hour-
long program on home rule and the regulation 
of firearms

Leon gABinet
coleman P. burke Professor of law

pUbliCaTion
Update of his article published in volume 30 of 
the Journal of taxation of investments has 
been published in volume 31, Fall 2013 issue 
of the journal under the title “taxation of 
Same-Sex married couples after Windsor and 
Hollingsworth.”

meDia
Quoted in an Akron Beacon Journal article on 
the University park alliance’s legal troubles on 
oct. 2, 2013.  

peter m. gerhArt
Professor of law

pUbliCaTions
his book, Property Law and Social Morality, 
was published by cambridge University press.   

The Tragedy of TRIPS (2007) was republished in 
a book that collects significant articles in 
international trade law, The Regulation of 
Services and Intellectual Property. this is part of 
ashgate publishing’s series on the library of 
Essays on international trade law and policy.  

“the Sales convention in courts: Uniformity, 
adaptability, and adoptability” was cited by a 
former llm student yusuf caliskan in his book 
on conflicts of laws and the international Sale 
of goods.

presenTaTions
presented the paper that he wrote with 
professor Kostritsky entitled Efficient 
Contextualism at the 9th international 
conference on contracts in February. 

pAuL giAnneLLi
albert J. Weatherhead III and richard W. 
Weatherhead Professor, Distinguished 
university Professor

pUbliCaTions
Junk Science and the Execution of an Innocent 
Man, 7 nyU J. law & liberty 221 (2013).

Understanding Evidence (lexis co. 4th ed. 2013).

ohio Juvenile law (west co. 2013)  
(with Salvador).

ohio Evidence handbook (west co. 2013).

ohio criminal laws and rules (west co. 2013) 
(with Katz).
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2013 Supplement, Scientific Evidence (lexis co. 
5th ed. 2012) (with imwinkelried, roth & 
moriarty (2 volumes).

courtroom criminal Evidence (lexis co. 5th ed. 
2011) (with imwinkelried et al.)

2013 Supplement, baldwin’s ohio practice, 
Evidence (west co. 3d ed. 2010) (2 volumes).

“Ballistics” Redux, 28 criminal Justice 47 
(Summer 2013).

Government Interference, 27 criminal Justice 
40 (winter 2013).

presenTaTions
Junk Science and the Execution of an innocent 
man, 7 n.y.U. J. l. & liberty 221 (2013).

regulating dna laboratories: the new gold 
Standard, __ n.y.U annual Survey of american 
law __ (2014). 

Understanding Evidence: Federal and california 
rules (at press).

Evidence: cases and materials (west co. 8th 
ed. 2014) (with broun & mosteller).

teacher’s manual for Evidence: cases and 
materials (west co. 8th ed. 2014) (with broun 
& mosteller).

Questions & answers: Evidence (3d ed. 2013) 
(with leonard).

2013 Supplement, Scientific Evidence (lexis co. 
5th ed. 2012) (with imwinkelried, roth & 
moriarty (2 volumes).

courtroom criminal Evidence (lexis co. 5th ed. 
2011) (with imwinkelried et al.)

2013 Supplement, baldwin’s ohio practice, 
Evidence (west co. 3d ed. 2010) (2 volumes).

Judicial declaration of Expertise, 28 criminal 
Justice 68 (Fall 2013).

aCTiviTies
appointed to the national commission on 
Forensic Science by the U.S. department of 
Justice and the U.S. department of 
commerce’s national institute of Standards 
and technology in January. 

JonAthAn gorDon
Professor of lawyering skills

aCTiviTies
honored by provost bud baeslack for his “hard 
work and commitment that . . . helped to make 
the provost Scholars initiative, a partnership 

between case western reserve University 
(case) and the East cleveland city Schools, a 
reality and a success.”  

Jessie hiLL
associate Dean for faculty Development and 
research, Professor of law

pUbliCaTions
“anatomy of the reasonable observer,” 79 
Brooklyn Law Review ___ (forthcoming 2014).

presenTaTions
“gun control and its limits: the role of the 
2nd amendment,” church of the covenant, 
cleveland ohio (Sept. 15).

“change and dissent in religious 
organizations,” conference: the new religious 
institutionalism, depaul University college of 
law (Sept. 26-27). this paper will be included 
in an edited volume of essays.

aCTiviTies
“Town of Greece v. Galloway: what is the 
Supreme court up to?,” Scotusblog legislative 
prayer symposium (Sept. 30)  
(www.scotusblog.com).

Town of Greece v. Galloway: what is the 
Supreme court Up to? (invited contribution to 
Scotusblog online symposium) (Sept. 30) , 
available at http://www.scotusblog.
com/2013/09/town-of-greece-v-galloway-
what-is-the-supreme-court-up-to/

panelist, discussion on voting rights after 
Shelby County v. Holder, sponsored by cwrU 
law School blSa chapter (nov. 6)

moderator, panel on Sheryl Sandberg’s Lean In, 
ohio State women’s bar association State-
wide giving back Event (nov. 7)

panelist, roundtable discussion on 
reproductive rights in ohio, sponsored by the 
american constitution Society-columbus, ohio 
lawyers’ chapter (nov. 15)

panelist, discussion on Preterm v. Kasich, 
sponsored by the cuyahoga county 
democratic women’s caucus (nov. 19)

meDia
interviewed on the takeaway, a national radio 
program produced by wnyc and pri, in 
collaboration with the New York Times, on 
“law, medicine, and regulation: a tricky 
balancing act” on nov. 22. 

wrote a contribution for ScotUSblog, 
“Symposium: the contraceptives coverage 

controversy – what’s old is new again,” 
published on Feb. 21. 

shAronA hoffmAn
edgar a. Hahn Professor of Jurisprudence, 
Professor of bioethics and co-Director of the 
law-medicine center

pUbliCaTions:
“the Use and misuse of biomedical data: is 
bigger really better?” american Journal of law 
& medicine, 39 (2013): 497-538 (with andy 
podgurski).

presenTaTions:
moderated a roundtable about electronic 
health records and their impact on medical 
malpractice claims for physician’s money 
digest, nov. 21.

“the Use and misuse of biomedical data:  is 
bigger really better?” talk given at following 
venues: Emory University School of law, 
atlanta, ga, Feb. 19; Emory University center 
for Ethics, atlanta, ga, march 27; University of 
georgia, athens, ga, march 28. 

“big data, public health law, and Ethics,” 
centers for disease control and prevention, 
atlanta, ga, Feb. 21.

meDia
Quoted in “Salespeople in operating room pose 
risks, require vetting and guidelines,” in the 
december issue of “Same-day Surgery.”

wrote short piece for “other perspectives in 
health care law,” crain’s business news, Feb. 
2. discussed the challenges of regulating 
health information technology.

aCTiviTies
on sabbatical in atlanta, georgia during the 
spring semester 2014.  Serving as a visiting 
Scholar at Emory University School of law and 
as distinguished visiting Scholar for the 
centers for disease control and prevention.  

erik m. Jensen
schott-Van Den eynden Professor of law

pUbliCaTions
“did the Sixteenth amendment Ever matter? 
does it matter today?”, 108 Northwestern 
University Law Review __ (2014) (forthcoming) 

“the tiley trilogy and U.S. anti-avoidance 
law” accepted for publication in a special 
issue of the eJournal of Tax Research, a 
peer-reviewed journal edited at the University 
of new South wales.
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“a Question important to investors (whether 
they realize it or not): is realization a 
constitutional requirement for income 
taxation?”, Journal of Taxation of Investments, 
Fall 2013, at 19

“Short takes: recent developments of 
interest,” Journal of Taxation of Investments, 
Fall 2013, at 75; winter 2014, at 75; Spring 
2014, at 53

“back to the Future with rescission decisions: 
impact of irS decision to issue no new 
guidance,” Journal of Taxation of Investments, 
winter 2014 (forthcoming)

presenTaTions:
in april 2013 he presented a paper at a 
symposium on “100 years Under the income 
tax” at the northwestern University School of 
law, a paper that will appear in the 
Northwestern University Law Review.

DAviD koCAn
managing Director, canada-u.s. law Institute; 
Visiting assistant Professor

presenTaTions
presented on U.S.-canadian Shiprider 
operations at conference entitled “canada-US 
defense relations: a partnership for the 21st 
century” on march 5 at carleton University in 
ottawa, ontario.

JuLiet p. kostritsky
everett D. & eugenia s. mccurdy Professor of 
contract law

presenTaTions 
inaugurated a new lecture series honoring 
John Kidwell, a renowned contracts scholar at 
the University of wisconsin, by presenting a 
paper called: “what lawyers Say determines 
choice of law in merger agreements” on Feb. 
28. this article has been accepted for 
presentation at the annual meeting of the 
american law and Economics association at 
the University of chicago on may 8-9, 2014.

JuDith Lipton 
Professor of law, Interim associate Dean of 
experiential education

aCTiviTies
appointed as associate dean of Experiential 
Education at case western reserve University 
School of law in January 2014. 

mAxweLL mehLmAn
arthur e. Petersilge Professor of law and 
Professor of bioethics; co-Director of the 
law-medicine center

pUbliCaTions
Enhanced Warfighters: A Policy Framework 
(with Patrick Lin and Keith Abney) in military 
medical Ethics for the 21st century (m. gross 
and d. carrick eds. Surrey, UK; ashgate 
publishing ltd. 2013).

presenTaTions
Why Performance Enhancing Drugs Should be 
Legal in Sport, oct. 25, cwrU public affairs 
discussion group.

delivered the mcdonald merrill Ketcham 
award lecture. he also made a presentation, 
“are physicians Fiduciaries for their patients?” 
to medical students at the indiana University 
School of medicine and a grand rounds for iU 
physicians on Feb. 21. 

meDia
Served as an expert in a video production on med 
page today about tort reform in march 2014.

aCTiviTies 
awarded the mcdonald merrill Ketcham award 
at the indiana University robert h. mcKinney 
School of law on February 20, 2014. 

kevin C. mcmunigAL
Judge ben c. Green Professor

meDia
Quoted in an ap story about a judge backing 
evidence destruction in an ohio rape case in 
Feb. 2014. 

kAthryn merCer
Professor of lawyering skills

presenTaTions
“Enhancing the First year with Emotional 
intelligence and leadership Skills” at  the 
one-day legal writing conference held at the 
University of michigan School of law, in ann 
arbor, michigan on dec. 6. 

yuri r. Linetsky
senior Instructor in law

presenTaTion
presented at the Supreme court of ohio 
Judicial college program entitled: “business 
Entities: life in the trenches in municipal and 
common pleas courts” on Feb. 21. 

AAron perzAnowski
associate Professor of law

pUbliCaTions
“reconciling intellectual and personal 
property” is being published by the notre 
dame law review:

presenTaTions
presented “reconciling intellectual and 
personal property” at Santa clara University 
School of law on Feb. 8 and indiana University 
robert h. mcKinney School of law on Jan. 28. 

presented intellectual property norms in the 
tattoo industry at the University of idaho 
college of law on march 10. 

meDia
Featured in a law360 story about net 
neutrality regulations on Feb. 4.

Quoted in a Plain Dealer editorial on the 
comcast-time warner merger on Feb. 26.

AnDrew s. poLLis
assistant Professor of law

pUbliCaTions
The Death of Inference, 55 boston college law 
review 435 (2014). ohio AppellAte prACtiCe 
(baldwin’s ohio handbook Series, 2013-14 ed.) 
(co-authored with mark p. painter)

presenTaTions
“the death of inference,” Sixth annual Junior 
Faculty Federal courts workshop, brooklyn 
law School (oct. 2013)

“the death of inference,” University of Kansas 
School of law, lawrence KS, Junior Faculty 
Exchange (Feb. 2014)

aCTiviTies
Supervised students in successful petition to 
ohio Supreme court in Wilkins v. Sha’ste 
Incorporated (see page 21). 

CAssAnDrA Burke roBertson 
Professor of law 

pUbliCaTions
private ordering in the market for professional 
Services, 94 B.U. L. Rev. 179 (2014)

Regulating Electronic Legal Support across 
State and National Boundaries, 47 akron l. 
rev 37 (2014) (symposium issue). 

meDia
robertson’s work on transnational legal 
practice was featured in a front page article in 
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professor Judy lipton was appointed in January as the law school’s 
associate dean of experiential education, a position crucial to efforts to 
enhance and expand already extensive direct learning opportunities.
 a faculty member since 1980, lipton has served as co-director of the 
law school’s milton a. Kramer law clinic center for the past 16 years.
 “Judy lipton’s experience and enthusiasm for clinical education 
make her a perfect fit for the role of associate dean of experiential 
education,” interim deans Jessica berg and michael Scharf said. “our 
clinic has thrived under her leadership, and she will be instrumental 
in continuing to grow our success.”
 lipton teaches in the criminal justice clinic and previously taught 
in the school’s health law and family law clinics. one of the most 
significant cases her students pursued involved raymond 
montgomery, imprisoned for murder from 1985 until his death in 
2010. For years, montgomery sought dna testing to prove his 
innocence; lipton’s students successfully argued that montgomery’s 
family still had the right to seek his exoneration after his death, 
marking the first time that a state court allowed posthumous such 
efforts on behalf of a deceased inmate.
 before lipton joined the law school, she practiced as a social 
worker and attorney for the legal aid Society of hartford, connecticut. 
once on campus, she helped establish the university’s Jd/mSSa dual 
degree program. lipton’s work focuses on interdisciplinary strategies 
for representation of criminal defendants, with additional emphasis 
on family violence involving immigrant victims.
 as associate dean, lipton will oversee all of the school’s 
experiential learning programs, including clinics, labs, and externships. 
in addition, the law school’s new curriculum calls for all students to 
interact with clients in their first semester. lipton will play a pivotal role 
in coordinating that initiative as well as the curriculum’s other new 
major experiential requirement: a full-time full semester in practice.
 “i’m honored to be appointed as associate dean for experiential 
education and i will do everything i can to help grow our academic 
achievements in this area,” lipton said. “we are proud of the skills 
curriculum that we developed and will build on that required training 
in research, writing, interviewing, counseling, decision-making and 
advocacy. we are committed to increasing the quality and amount of 
direct learning opportunities for our students, providing every student 
with a faculty-supervised semester in practice.”  n

LAw sChooL Appoints DeAn of 
experientiAL eDuCAtion 
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The Economic Times, “middle class americans 
reach out to lawyers in india via internet for 
legal aid” in october 2013.

Quoted in “chevron wins ruling Ecuador 
Judgment was devil’s deal” in bloomberg on 
march 5.  

mAtthew rossmAn
Professor of law; co-Director of the milton a. 
kramer law clinic center

interviewed for an Akron Beacon Journal article 
in october on the University park alliance’s 
legal troubles

miChAeL p. sChArf
Interim Dean and Director of the frederick k. 
cox International law center, John Deaver 
Drinko - baker and Hostetler Professor of law

pUbliCaTions
Scharf’s chapter, “Forced marriage as a 
Separate crime against humanity,” was 
published in the Sierra leone Special court 
and its legacy: the impact for africa and 
international law 193-215 (cambridge 
University press, charles Jalloh, ed., 2014). 

Scharf’s book, “Enemy of the State,” was 
reprinted as a Special Edition for the notable 
trials library with a new introduction by alan 
m. dershowitz, 2014. 

aCTiviTies
appointed as acting dean of case western 
reserve University School of law in november 
2013 and as interim dean in march 2014.  

meDia
Quoted in a September ap article “Experts 
push for Syrian war crimes court.” 

gave a talk at the cleveland city club about 
his new book, “customary international law 
in times of Fundamental change,” which was 
broadcast nationally on c-Span book tv on 
dec. 21 and 30. 

the Jan. 31 broadcast of his “talking Foreign 
policy” radio program discussed cyber-warfare. 

BernArD shArfmAn
Visiting assistant Professor of law

pUbliCaTions
placed his recent article, “Shareholder activism 
as a corrective mechanism in corporate 

governance,” with the brigham young 
University law review. 

presenTaTions
presented the paper he co-authored with paul 
rose, “Shareholder activism as a corrective 
mechanism in corporate governance,” at the 
weinberg center›s annual corporate 
governance Symposium (University of 
delaware) on march 19.  this was one of four 
out of 60 papers selected for presentation.  

meDia
discussed the value of shareholder activism in 
a post on columbia law School’s blue Sky blog, 
“Finding value in Shareholder activism.”

discussed his forthcoming article (placed with 
the Florida law review) in a post on columbia 
law School’s blue Sky blog, “Shareholder 
wealth maximization and its implementation 
under corporate law.”  

roBert strAssfeLD
Professor of law

pUbliCaTions:
“tribute to professor calvin william Sharpe,” 
64 cwrU l. rev. 1, 10 (2013).

Understanding labor law (lexisnexis 4th ed. 
2014) (with douglas E. ray & calvin william 
Sharpe) (forthcoming spring 2014).

aCTiviTies
Selected by the baker nord center for the 
humanities to be a member of its spring 2014 
seminar on the theme of interpreting 
capitalism.

meDia
Quoted in Stephen Koff’s article “obama 
appointees and a cleveland tv Station:  the 
Strange tale of Union dues,” cleveland plain 
dealer, Feb. 7. 

timothy weBster
assistant Professor of law; Director, east 
asian legal studies

pUbliCaTions
“paper compliance: how china implements 
wto decisions” recently appeared in the 
michigan Journal of international law.

presenTaTions
he was an invited witness at the 
congressional-Executive commission on china 
hearing, titled “China’s Compliance with the 

World Trade Organization and International 
Trade Rules,” on Jan. 15.

gave Faculty workshops at washington 
University of St. louis, St. louis University, 
Fudan University (Shanghai), Southwest 
University of political Science and law 
(chongqing), chinese University of hong Kong, 
city University of hong Kong, University of 
tulsa, University of arkansas–Fayetteville, and 
University of arkansas–little rock.

accompanied interim dean Scharf on a trip to 
china, visiting five partner schools in three 
cities. hosted receptions for dozens of alumni, 
and spoke to hundreds of prospective 
students. 

ruqAiiJAh yeArBy
Professor of law, associate Director of the 
law-medicine center

pUbliCaTions: 
Striving for Equality, but Settling for the Status 
Quo in health care: is title vi more illusory 
than real?, 59 Rutgers L. Rev. 429-496 (2007) 
(cited in law review commentaries in 42 
U.S.c.a. § 2000d-title vi of the civil rights act 
of 1964).

african americans can’t win, break Even, or 
get out of the System: the persistence of 
Unequal treatment in nursing home care, 82 
Temple L. Rev. 1177-1203 (2010)(cited in 
american law reports § 5:4 race—
discriminatory application of law).

presenTaTions
association of american law Schools, new 
york, ny

invited Speaker, Jan. 3, “when is a change 
going to come?: Separate and Unequal health 
care Fifty years after title vi of the civil rights 
act of 1964” case western reserve University, 
School of medicine, cleveland, oh

invited Speaker, Sept. 10, “health care reform: 
an opportunity to move past race to realize 
the benefit of personalized medicine”case 
western reserve University, School of law, 
cleveland, oh
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ALumni ClASS NoteS 

Class of 1959*
Harold e. friedman – of Ulmer & berne llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1964*
richard a. rosner – of taft, Stettinius & 
hollister llp, was selected for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1966
leon a. Weiss – of reminger co., lpa, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1968
charles r. Oestreicher – of verril dana llp, 
was recognized in Chambers USA: 
America’s Leading Lawyers for Business 
under real estate for 2013. he was also 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014 and included in the 
2013 edition of New England Super 
Lawyers and Rising Stars® .

Class of 1969*
stephen m. O’bryan – of taft, Stettinius & 
hollister llp, was selected for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014. he 
was also selected for inclusion in Ohio 
Super Lawyers®  2014.

Class of 1972
stephen c. ellis – of tucker Ellis llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1973
alan P. baden – previously  of vinson & 
Elkins, has joined thompson & Knight llp 
as a partner in the corporate and Securities 
practice group of the firm’s houston office.

James b. Irwin – of irwin Fritchie Urquhart 
& moore llc, was selected for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014. 

David e. schreiner – of Fisher & phillips llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Gregory P. szuter – self employed, was 
elected to membership in the national 
academy of arbitrators in 2013.

Class of 1974*
Julie P. Dubick – was named cEo of balboa 
celebration inc., a San diego company. She 
is the former chief-of-staff to the mayor of 
San diego.

ronald s. kahn – of Ulmer & berne llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

mark D. katz – of Ulmer & berne llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

kip reader – of Ulmer & berne llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

David a. schaefer – of mccarthy, lebit, 
crystal & liffman, was selected for 
inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America®  
for 2014.

Class of 1975
Howard bregman – has joined Fox 
rothschild llp as a partner.

Donald s. scherzer – of roetzel & andress, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014. he was also 
selected for inclusion in Ohio Super 
Lawyers®   2014.

Class of 1976
charles H. Gano – of plunkett & cooney, 
was appointed by gov. rick Snyder to the 
michigan Ski area Safety board. he was 
also selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1977
michael f. Harris – of tucker Ellis llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

John c. fairweather – of brouse mcdowell, 
was selected for inclusion in the 2014 
edition of Super Lawyers® .

frances floriano Goins – of Ulmer & berne 
llp, was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

thomas J. lee – of taft, Stettinius & 
hollister llp, was selected for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014. he 
was also selected for inclusion in Ohio 
Super Lawyers®   2014.

christopher c. mccracken – of Ulmer & 
berne llp, was selected for inclusion in The 
Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1978
Henry e. billingsley – of tucker Ellis llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

richard G. Hardy – of Ulmer & berne llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

stephen m. Harnik – of harnik & 
Finkelstein llp, was awarded the 
volunteer community Service award from 
the austrian-american council, north 
america for his longtime efforts to foster 
goodwill between the two nations. the 
award reflects harnik’s generous support 
for austrian charitable organizations. he 
is a general practitioner at harnik law 
Firm and the attorney for the austrian 
government in new york.  in 2007, the 
austrian government awarded him a gold 
decoration in honor of his services to the 
republic of austria.

H. Jefferson megargel, II – reports that he 
hasn’t worked as a solo practitioner since 
1994. he also reports that in 1979, he 
published in the Gonzaga Legal Journal an 
article entitled, “Eminent domain of 
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beachfront property.” it should be noted 
that this article sets forth the applicable 
law in the state of ohio.

Class of 1979*
stephen a. markus – of Ulmer & berne llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Joseph m. sellers – of cohen milstein, has 
been named 2014 washington, d.c., 
litigation — labor & Employment “lawyer 
of the year” by The Best Lawyers in 
America® .

Class of 1980
bill J. Gagliano – of Ulmer & berne llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

James a. Goldsmith - of Ulmer & berne llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

m. Patricia Oliver – has joined tucker Ellis 
llp as a partner. oliver chairs the Financial 
Services group and maintains an active 
practice representing banks and thrifts 
before federal and state regulators.

Class of 1981
alexander m. andrews – of Ulmer & berne 
llp, has been appointed to the board of 
trustees of the delaware county cultural 
arts center, also known as the arts castle, 
a premier community teaching center for 
the arts.

thomas c. blank – of Shumaker, loop & 
Kendrick llp, was selected as the 2014 
toledo banking and Finance law “lawyer 
of the year” by The Best Lawyers in 
America® .

Jeffrey J. casto – of roetzel & andress, lpa, 
was selected for inclusion in Ohio Super 
Lawyers®   2014.

rita a. maimbourg – of tucker Ellis llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

matthew P. moriarty – of tucker Ellis llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1982
nancy G. mcmillen – has been elected 
president of the ohio association of 
magistrates.  She has been a magistrate 
with the cuyahoga county Juvenile court 
since 1996.

edward W. moore – of rpm international 
inc., has been elected to senior vice 
president, general counsel, chief compliance 
officer and secretary.

elizabeth m. myers – is partner with verrill 
dana’s business & corporate group.  her 
practice focuses on all aspects of corporate, 
antitrust and health care law, with 
extensive transactional experience in 
mergers, acquisitions and reorganizations.  
She was also selected for inclusion in The 
Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

James J. turek – of reminger co., lpa, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1983
Jeffrey a. baddeley – of Ulmer & berne llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

r. mark Jones – of roetzel & andress, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014. he was also selected 
for inclusion in Ohio Super Lawyers®   2014.

David l. lester – of Ulmer & berne llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

George m. moscarino – of moscarino & treu 
llp, is the recipient of the 2014 presidential 
citation award from the academy of 
medicine of cleveland & northern ohio 
(amcno).

ronn s. nadis – of couzens lansky Fealk 
Ellis roeder & lazar p.c., was selected for 
inclusion in michigan Super Lawyers®  for 
2013. he was also recognized for his 
outstanding achievement in his area of 
business practice in the Super Lawyers®  
business Edition 2013.

raymond c. Pierce – of nelson mullins riley 
& Scarborough llp, has been elected to the 
boards of directors for both the holding 
company and its wholly owned subsidiary, 
mechanics and Farmers bank (m&F bank).

alan W. scheufler – of Ulmer & berne llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.  

Class of 1984*
lester l. barclay – of barclay law group, 
authored a book called, The African 
American Guide to Divorce and Drama, 
which was featured in an issue of Essence 
and Ebony. 

marc b. merklin – of brouse mcdowell, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

richard s. mitchell – of roetzel & andress, 
was selected for inclusion in Ohio Super 
Lawyers®   2014.

mary P. morningstar – is associate general 
counsel for the lockheed martin 
corporation, which was one of the 
designers for the 2014 olympics U.S. speed 
skater suits.

anthony J. O’malley – of vorys, Sater, 
Seymour and pease llp, was selected for 
inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America®  
for 2014.  he was also selected for inclusion 
in Ohio Super Lawyers®   2014.

William G. Porter – of vorys, Sater, Seymour 
and pease llp, was selected for inclusion 
in The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014.  
he was also selected for inclusion in Ohio 
Super Lawyers®   2014.
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Class of 1985
laura kingsley Hong – has joined tucker 
Ellis llp as a partner in the firm’s mass 
tort & product liability practice group.

ruth D. kahn – of Steptoe & Johnson, llp, 
was recognized by california women 
lawyers as one of 16 “women of 
achievement” for 2012-2013. She was also 
honored by the State bar of california with 
a president’s pro bono Service award.

J. bret treier – of vorys, Sater, Seymour and 
pease llp, was selected for inclusion in The 
Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

kevin m. Young – of tucker Ellis llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1986
christopher J. carney – of brouse mcdowell, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014. he was also 
listed in the 2014 edition of Super Lawyers®.

suzanne k. saganich – of roetzel & 
andress, was selected for inclusion inThe 
Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014 and 
Ohio Super Lawyers®  2014.

David J. tocco – of vorys, Sater, Seymour 
and pease llp, was selected for inclusion 
in Ohio Super Lawyers®   2014.

michael s. tucker – of Ulmer & berne llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

David H. Wallace – of taft, Stettinius & 
hollister llp, was recognized as a “leader 
in their Field” in the 2013 edition of 
Chambers USA.  he was also selected for 
inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America®  
for 2014 and Ohio Super Lawyers®   2014.

Class of 1987
James J. chester – of taft, Stettinius & 
hollister llp, was selected for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Jill friedman Helfman – of taft, Stettinius & 
hollister llp, was selected for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014 
and in Ohio Super Lawyers®   2014.

John f. mccaffrey – of tucker Ellis llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1988
c. elizabeth O’keeffe – has joined wyatt, 
tarrant & combs llp as counsel on the 
firm’s health care Service team.

Victor t. Geraci – has joined Fisher & 
phillips llp as a partner.

Class of 1989*
marc s. katz – of the patterson law Firm, 
llc, was elected as an interest holder 
(partner) in the firm.

rosemonde Pierre-louis – has been named 
by new york city mayor de blasio as 
commissioner to combat domestic violence.  
She was previously the deputy manhattan 
borough president.

susan l. racey – of tucker Ellis llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

James c. scott – is partner with black 
mccuskey Souers & arbaugh, lpa.  he 
practices in the area of intellectual property 
rights and related litigation.

Class of 1990
robert b. Graziano – of roetzel & andress, 
llp, was selected for inclusion in Ohio 
Super Lawyers®   2014.

ronald a. mingus – of reminger co., lpa, 
was appointed as managing partner of the 
indianapolis office.

Dominic a. DiPuccio – of taft, Stettinius & 
hollister llp, was selected for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Jennifer a. savage – has joined walter, 
haverfield llp as a partner in the firm’s tax 
and wealth management Section.

Class of 1991
Jacklyn J. ford – of vorys, Sater, Seymour 
and pease llp, was selected for inclusion 
in The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1992
elizabeth a. kaveny – of burke wise 
morrissey & Kaveny, l.l.c., was recently 
featured as one of five rising stars in 
personal injury law in Crain’s Chicago 
Business. She has also been named 
president-Elect of the chicago chapter of 
the american inns of court. additionally, 
she was featured in a recent edition of 
Chicago Magazine in the Super lawyer 
Spotlight as among the top women 
attorneys in illinois.

s. Peter Voudouris – of tucker Ellis llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1993
William D. edwards – of Ulmer & berne 
llp, was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

thomas r. simmons – of tucker Ellis llp, 
was selected for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

Class of 1994*
James O. craven – of wiggin and dana llp, 
was the recipient of the connecticut bar 
association’s anthony v. demayo pro bono 
award.

Douglas t. fowler – has published a variety 
of fiction via print on demand and ebook 
fiction available at lulu.com and the nook 
store, amazon, etc. See a list at http://
www.lulu.com/spotlight/baseballifsandmore 
- including alternate american and baseball 
history where the game was always 
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integrated, a comedy including such things 
as a car arrested for bank robbery, and 
books for young people.

David a. lum – of brouse mcdowell, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

michael P. robic II – was recently named 
associate general counsel for the allegheny 
health network, a collection of eight 
hospitals throughout western pennsylvania.

Class of 1995
brian r. carnie – previously of cook, yancey, 
King & galloway, has joined Kean miller llp 
as a partner.

Class of 1996
Howard J. bobrow – of taft, Stettinius & 
hollister llp, was selected for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014. he 
was also selected for inclusion in Ohio 
Super Lawyers®   2014.

christopher G. keim- of Frantz ward llp, 
has been elected to the firm’s first-ever 
management committee, which will 
establish the firm’s strategic direction and 
its day-to-day operations for the growing 
needs of the firm and the expanding needs 
of the firm’s clients.

kristin l. Pruitt – of lakeland Financial 
corporation and lake city bank, has been 
promoted to executive vice president.

Class of 1998
richik sarkar – previously of Ulmer & berne 
llp, has joined mcdonald hopkins llc as a 
member.

Class of 1999*
John m. alten – of Ulmer & berne llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

Yelena boxer – of Ulmer & berne llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

larry b. Donovan – is a partner with black 
mccuskey Souers & arbaugh, lpa.  he 
practices in the area of intellectual property 
rights and related litigation.

caroline l. marks – of brouse mcdowell, 
was listed as a rising Star in the 2014 
Edition of Super Lawyers® .

Class of 2000
matthew e. albers – of vorys, Sater, Seymour 
and pease llp, was selected for inclusion 
in The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

bryan J. farkas – of vorys, Sater, Seymour 
and pease llp, was selected for inclusion 
in The Best Lawyers in America®  for 2014.

scott W. Henry – of Segal mccambridge 
Singer & mahoney, ltd., has been elected 
equity shareholder.

Jodi rich – of Ulmer & berne llp, was 
selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®  for 2014.

Class of 2001
benjamin I. bard – is vice president and 
global chief compliance officer for archer 
daniels midland company. bard is 
responsible for adm’s office of compliance 
and will oversee the company’s compliance 
policies and programs.

kate m. bradley – of brouse mcdowell, was 
listed in the 2014 edition of Super Lawyers®.

Class of 2002
robert s. lewis – previously of thompson 
hine, has joined Safeguard properties as an 
in-house attorney.

brian D. Wright – of Faruki, ireland & cox, 
pll, has been named partner in charge. he 
was also selected a rising Star by Ohio 
Super Lawyers®   for 2014.

Class of 2003
Gregory G. Guice – of reminger co. lpa, was 
named to the lawyers of color inaugural 
hot list.

Class of 2004*
brian J. beller – of phillips nizer llp, was 
elected to partnership.  

Gina k. eiben – of perkins coie, is now 
partner. She is a member of the firm’s 
business practice, focusing on public 
offerings, mergers and acquisitions, 
securities compliance, corporate 
governance, private placements, 
restructurings and spinoffs.

brendan J. mccarthy – of thompson hine 
llp, was elected to partnership. he is a 
member of the corporate transactions & 
Securities group in the cleveland office.

Harold m. schwarz, III – of Stark Knoll, was 
selected a rising Star by Ohio Super 
Lawyers®  for 2014.

michael J. zbiegien, Jr. – of taft Stettinius & 
hollister llp, was listed as a rising Star in 
the 2014 Edition of Super Lawyers® .

Class of 2005
John J. Harrington – of bakerhostetler llp, 
has been elected to partnership.

Javier a. Pacheco – of porter wright, was 
selected for inclusion in Florida Super 
Lawyers® —rising Stars Edition 2013.

Philip J. truax – has joined wickens, herzer, 
panza, cook & batista as a member of the 
litigation and real Estate departments, 
and focuses primarily on a variety of 
construction and real estate matters, 
commercial and environmental litigation, 
and product liability.

Class of 2006
christopher b. ermisch – of taft Stettinius 
& hollister llp, was selected for inclusion 
in Ohio Super Lawyers®  2014.
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lisa m. Ghannoum – of bakerhostetler llp, 
has been elected to partnership.

beau D. Hollowell – of marshall dennehey 
warner coleman & goggin, was a featured 
speaker at the 2013 annual conference of 
the national Society of professional 
insurance investigators.  

lisa f. levy – is the director of policy, 
advocacy & organizing for the new york 
city coalition against hunger. prior to this 
role she spent six years as a staff attorney 
with nassau Suffolk law Services.

kelly a. lipinski – of mcglinchey Stafford, 
pllc, has been elected as a member of the 
firm.  

erin Jochum roberts – of Smith moore 
leatherwood llp, has been elected to the 
partnership in the firm’s raleigh and 
wilmington, nc offices.

Pratheep sevanthinathan – of the Seva 
law Firm, recently published an lSat 
manual through his publisher, the 
University press of america.  a link to the 
manual can be found here - http://www.
amazon.com/smartESt-prep-guide-logic-
games/dp/0761862714 

Class of 2007
kevin r. caudill – has joined calfee, halter 
& griswold llp as an associate in the 
corporate practice group.

Jennifer b. Orr – of taft Stettinius & 
hollister llp, was listed as a rising Star in 
the 2014 Edition of Super Lawyers® .

michael G. Vanburen - of brouse mcdowell, 
was listed as a rising Star in the 2014 
Edition of Super Lawyers® .

seth H. Wamelink – of tucker Ellis llp, has 
been promoted to counsel. he practices in 
the areas of products liability, commercial 
litigation, medical malpractice, and 
construction litigation.

Class of 2008
Pingshan li – of Ulmer & berne llp, has 
joined the advisory board of invest 
guangzhou international. the international 
advisors of invest guangzhou international 
were established in 2005 and assist with 
the economic development of the city of 
guangzhou, one of the largest cities in 
china.

Pantea f. stevenson – has started her own 
law firm and is licensed to practice in 
virginia, new york, pennsylvania and new 
Jersey.

Class of 2009*
s. colin G. Petry – previously of 
bakerhostetler, has accepted a position 
with washington d.c.’s department of 
general Services with the office of the 
attorney general.

Class of 2010
robert a. Jefferis – of Fay Sharpe llp, 
participated in case western reserve 
University’s international Friendship Family 
program. Friendship families get together 
with their assigned international student 
about every month, for a year, for a 
home-cooked meal, events on campus or 
an outing in cleveland.

Class of 2012
adam J. centner – previously of Schuster & 
Simmons co., is now an associate with 
pappas gibson llc.

elizabeth V. sparks – is now a managing 
member of Elizajul music, llc and an 
executive producer at alta media arts, llc.  
She moved to california after graduation 
and began two companies — a music 
publishing company and a documentary 
film production company. their current 
projects can be found here — http://
altamediaarts.com/upcoming.html.

Class of 2013
Daniel t. falk – has joined Ulmer & berne 
llp in the firm’s intellectual property & 
technology practice and is registered to 
practice before the U.S. patent and 
trademark office.

matthew k. Grashoff – has joined brouse 
mcdowell as an associate in the firm’s 
litigation group.

andrew Guran – has joined vorys, Sater, 
Seymour and pease llp as an associate in 
the firm’s litigation group.

Paul l. Janowicz – has joined tucker Ellis 
llp as an associate, where he represents 
clients in complex commercial litigation and 
white collar criminal matters.

Veronica m. lambillotte – has joined calfee, 
halter & griswold llp as an associate in 
the intellectual property practice group.

amanda k. maly – has joined hall, render, 
Killian, heath & lyman as an associate 
attorney, where she focuses on general 
health care matters and transactions, 
including supply chain contracting and 
hospital and physician arrangements and 
contracting.

lisa m. Okasinski – has joined demorest 
law Firm, pllc as an associate.

Daniela Paez Paredes - has joined Ulmer & 
berne llp as an associate in the firm’s 
litigation department with a focus on 
complex business litigation, employment 
litigation, and securities.

Gregory P. scholand – has joined harter 
Secrest & Emery llp as an associate in the 
firm’s Environmental, land Use and Zoning 
practice group in the buffalo office. his 
practice focuses on environmental due 
diligence, regulatory compliance, land use 
and zoning issues.
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Jonathan S. dworkin (adl’60, law’62)
richard lawrence Friedman (law’82)
James g. gowan (law’65)
matthew christopher grady (law’12)
noel E. Kaech (law’70)
paul robert lovejoy (law’81)
lynn heyne lynch (law’66)
mel J. massey (adl’50, law’52)
Eugene F. mcShane (law’71)
mark w. nicholson (law’85)
Ellen marguerite o’hara (law’86)
alfred J. palmer (law’47)
ronald lee purdy (law’92)
richard c. rose, Jr. (adl’65, law’68)
gerald h. rubin (adl’65, law’68, law’74)
mark walter ruf (law’90)
nicholas richard Sagan (adl’55, law’58)
george v. Sauter (law’46)
michael b. Shagrin (adl’61, law’64)
thomas w. Sharratt (clc’50, law’52)
Jack E. Short (law’58)
michael John Soteriou (law’86)
william h. Stein (law’51)
lawrence E. Stewart (law’50)
Frank vaccariello (clc’47, law’50)
James S. vecchio (adl’55, law’60)
william m. warren (law’52)
david b. weaver (law’48)
henry t. webber (law’62)
John Smith wilbur, Jr. (law’71)
donald m. wolfson (law’53)
william l. Ziegler (law’55)

in memoriam
In memoriam includes names of deceased 
alumni forwarded to case Western reserve 
university school of law in recent months. 

adria J. Sankovic, a beloved 
member of the School of law staff 
for more than two decades, passed 
away on december 27. She served 
as assistant director of the ll.m. in 
U.S. and global legal Studies 
program for more than two 
decades before retiring in 2012. in 
this role she counseled and 
assisted hundreds of foreign 
lawyers from all over the world. 

“adria was the mom to two generations of llm students. She implemented the llm family 
atmosphere for which the law school rightfully takes so much pride,” said lewis K. Katz, John c. 
hutchins professor and director of Foreign graduate Studies. “the llm graduates’ messages 
when they learned of her death were filled with memories of her many kindnesses and the 
many special things she did to make them feel at home here at case.” 

Students honored her as the law school’s administrator of the year and alumni held a reunion 
in her honor in bangkok, thailand. previously she was on the staff of the Executive m.b.a. 
program at the weatherhead School of management and taught russian language courses at 
John carroll University.

born in Zagreb in what is now croatia, adria’s family moved to this country in 1958. after 
graduating from cleveland heights high School, she received two degrees from case western 
reserve University: b.a. cum laude (1971) and m.a. in russian language and literature (1973). 
She is survived by her husband, John; daughters, diana and Julie (law ’06); and stepson, John. 

the law school created the adria Sankovic award which will be given at graduation each year to 
an ll.m student who manifest’s her kindness and spirit of cooperation.  n

ADriA sAnkoviC
(1948-2013)
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home
Coming
a cElEbration
alumni	•	families	•	students

honoring the classes of
1954, 1959, 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979,  
1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004, 2009 

For more information, contact annie Schwarz, Senior director of 
development and alumni relations at anniehetman@case.edu 
or 216-368-0549

homecoming & reunion weekend
october 16 – 19, 2014

mark yoUr CalenDars

YOur Year. YOur WeekenD. YOur mOment. 
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