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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE COMMISSION 
ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 2 

OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 780 (1992) 
ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION AT THE SECOND MEETING OF ITS 

SECOND SESSION ON 14 DECEMBER 1992 

Rule 1. Mandate 

The Commission shall examine and analyse the information 
submitted by States, international humanitarian organizations, 
or other persons or bodies pursuant to Security Council 
resolutions 771 (1992) and 780 (1992), as well as such further 
information as the Commission may obtain through its own 
investigations or efforts, with a view to providing the 
Secretary-General with its conclusions on the evidence of grave 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and other 
violations of international humanitarian law committed in the 
territory of the former Yugoslavia. 

Rule 2. Meetinss and suorum 

1. The Commission shall hold its meetings in private but may 
open them to the public as and when it deems it necessary for the 
enhancement of the effectiveness of its work. 

2. The Commission shall meet at such times as it may designate; 
meetings may otherwise be called by the Chairman, as a rule with 

a at least one week's notice. 
- 

3. The Chairman may declare a meeting open when at least a 
majority of the members of the Commission are present. The 
presence of a majority of the members shall be required for any 
decision to be taken. 

Rule 3. Restraint in the disclosure of information 

Members of the Commission shall exercise restraint in 
disclosing information. They shall refrain from taking a stand 
in public on any confidential question under discussion in the 
Commission. The Chairman will make information on the work of 
the Commission available to the extent he deems it appropriate. 

Rule 4. Powers of the Chairman 

The Chairman shall declare the opening and closing of each 
meeting of the Commission and, at such meetings, shall direct the 
discussions, accord the right to speak, put questions to the 
vote, announce decisions, rule on points of order and have 
complete control of the proceedings. 



# 

Rule 5. Secretariat 

The Secretary of the Commission shall be responsible for 
making all arrangements connected with the work of the Commission 
including arrangements for the meetings of the Commission. He 
or she shall distribute documents and materials to the members 
of the Commission as requested by the Commission, its Chairman 
or any member thereof, and shall be responsible for the 
preparation of the records of the meetings of the Commission. 

Rule 6. Records 

1. The Commission will be provided with records of its meetings 
in English and French. 

2. The Commission will arrange for the safe keeping and 
conservation of its records and files. After the conclusion of 
its work, the Commission will transmit its records and files to 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Rule 7. Participation of States, international humanitarian 
oraanizations, or other persons or bodies 

The Commissionmay invite States, international humanitarian 
organizations, or other persons or bodies to participate in its 
discussions, when the Commission deems it necessary for the 
enhancement of the effectiveness of its work. 

Rule 8. Investiaations 

1. The Commission may hear witnesses or experts, on its own 
initiative or upon proposal by States, international humanitarian 
organizations, or other persons or bodies. In such cases, the 
Commission shall determine the modalities for summoning witnesses 
and experts. States whose nationals have been summoned to appear 
before the Commission as witnesses or experts may be invited to 
be present when their nationals are heard. 

2. The Commission may decide to request States to hear 
witnesses or experts. 

3. The Commission may decide to visit the territory of one or 
more of the States that formed part of the former Yugoslavia, or 
any other State, upon invitation or on its own initiative with 
the consent of any such State. Visits may be carried out by the 
Commission in its entirety, by one or more of its members, or by 
staff of the Commission, as decided by the Commission. 

Rule 9. Decisions 

The Commission will make every effort to take its decisions 
by consensus. In the absence of consensus, decisions of the 
Commissions will be taken by a majority of the members present 
and voting. 



Rule 10. Re~orts 

1. The Commission may designate a rapporteur for any question 
of a general or specific nature. 

2. The Commission shall report its conclusions to the 
Secretary-General in accordance with Security Council resolution 
780 (1992). 

3. Members of the Commission who wish to make a separate 
statement may have such a statement appended to the report. 

Rule 11. Other procedural matters 

Any procedural matters arising at a meeting which are not 
covered by these rules shall be dealt with by the Chairman in the 
light of the rules of procedure applicable to Committees of the 
General Assembly. 
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The Commia~ion ahall examine snd aaalyse the lafarmation rubmiteed by 
States,  intetoetional hummitsrian orgaa~aatioae, or'other gereons OK bodieb 
pursuant to L e a w i t y  Council resolutPoas 7?1 (1992) and 760 (1992), a6 well as 
euch futther information oe the Comiseioa may obtain through i t s  owa 
investigation8 or etforfa, w i t h  a view to providing the Secretary-General w i t h  
i t s  coaclurio~o oa tha evidence of grave bresckes of the Geneva Conventions of 
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the public a8 sad when it deema it neoeasary for the enhancemeat of the 
offectiveners of its work. 

2.  The Comis8Los rhal2 meet at auch timar aar it may designate: ~ e t h g a  may 
othemise be cal led by the Chairmaa, ar a rule w i t h  a t  leaat one week'a aotice .  

3 The Chairmao may declare a meeting open vhes a t  l e a a t  a majority of the 
manberar of the Commlsslorr are present. Ihe preseaco o f  a majority of  the 
members ehall be raquired for any decision to be taken. 

Mambers of the Commlssioa shall exercire restraint In disclosing 
inform8tion. They s b ~ l l  refrain from taking a stand fa publSc on any 
coafiderrtial question under diocussioa in the Commlasion. The Chairman will 
make information ea +ke vorL of +Be CommLrsPon available t o  tbe extent  he 
Beam8 it spptoptiaeew 

The Chairman eke11 declare the op&Lag and closing of each meeeiag of the 
Commisoion and4 a t  aucb meetings, shall Biract the Uiscursionr. accord tha 
right to speak, pu6 quertloao t a  the voter announce &cisiorrsr rula oq p o i n t s  
o f  ordar and have completr control of the groceedinge. 

The Secretary of the Com&oaioa shall be respoaaible far making a l l  
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for the meetings of the Commission, H e  or she shall diatribuce docuneats and 
matehiale to the rnembars of the Commisclon as requested by the Commissioa, Pts 



Chairman or any member theraof, and sbeU be respooslbZe Cot the preparation 
of r)re reeorde o f  the meetinga OF the Comfssioa. 

1. m e  Come\f~aion uill be provided with raaorda of its meecirrqs irr  BnqLieh 
and Breacn. 

2. The Comiasion w i l l  arraage for the safa  kerglng and coaservation o f  its 
rocorda and iiles, Aftar the conclusion s f . i t n  work. the Commisrion will 
transmit i t s  records aad f i l e s  to the Secretary-General of the Waited Nations. 

The Commission may iavitr States, laternational hurnanitarim 
organfaationa. or ateer parsons ar  bodiea to part icipate i a  i t s  ~ ~ S C U S ~ ~ O ~ E ,  
when the Comirrion deems it eecescary for the enhanceme~t of the 
elfectivenesa o f  P t a  work. 

1. T h e  ~emmkssion may hear vitneseefi or experts, on its own initiative or 
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States that formed part of the foimer Xugo81aviar or any other Etate, upon 
invitation or on its own initiative w i t h  the oonsoat OF any such S t a t e .  
Vieits may be carr ied out by W Cammisaioa fa  Ate entirety,  by one or more of 
its rnembera, o r  by staff of the CommfeeLon, as decided by the Comieaioa. 

The Comissfoa will make evory offort CO take i t 8  decieioaa by 
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taken by a majority of the members present and voting. 

1. The Conuniseioa may designate a rappotteur for  any question ot a general 
or a p e ~ i f s c  nature. 

a .  The Commiasioa shall tspart  i t s  coacfurione t o  the 8rcretary-benera1 i a  
accordance w i t h  Security Council resolution 780 (1993). 
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