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Euphoria and Temperance
Robert P. Lowry
The October 10th interception of an Egyptian jet carrying the
terrorists of the Achille Lauro was praised in the United States
with untempered euphoria. "We want. . . Justice Done,"
leaped from the October 21 st cover of the usually staid U.S.
News and World Report. The feature article began: ". . . The
Reagan administration flashed a tough message to Mideast ter
rorists: Violence against U.S. targets will be punished, even if it
means using military might." The article ended: "How perman
ently he may have altered the geopolitical landscape remains to
be seen, but the president has no doubt that he did the right
thing, and there is equally no doubt that most Americans
emphatically, exuberantly agree."
I would that we had doubts, that we were not made so exub
erantly happy by a clear breach of international law.
For that is what the diversion of the Egyptian plane was:
hijacking, air piracy. The news stories and the cocktail party
conversations either failed to mention the breach or referred to
it indirectly as "necessary." Perhaps it was "necessary," but
the first thing to recognize is that the diversion of the Egyptian
jet was clearly a breach of international law. In the aftermath of
the incident, U.S. Attorney General, Edwin Meese, said he
wanted the fugitive, Abul Abbas, so badly, that he refused to
rule out kidnapping as a means to bring Abbas to justice.
Abbas, you will remember, was the Palestinian who, depending
on your informational source, was either the mastermind of the
Achille Lauro hijacking or the man who persuaded the hijackers
to give themselves up without further bloodshed or property
damage. Abbas was also the man that Italian authorities cur
iously "let go," despite American protestations that he was an
international villain. Meese went on to say that though kidnap
ping was an option, his actions would be limited by the neces
sary "respect for the sovereignity of other nations." But it was
just such disrespect for the sovereignity of Egypt that allowed
the U.S. to divert the airplane in the first place. International
Law forbids other nations from diverting ships on the high seas
or planes flying over international waters. There are good rea
sons for these rules. In the present state of international legal
development, the sovereign states of the world are protected
against interference with control over their own land. There is
no international police force. There is no agreement on how
such a force would operate or what rules could or should apply.
Ideally, we wish it were otherwise; but we have to take one
slow step at a time to achieve world government and an inte

grated world order. One step was taken long
ago in declaring that ships could have the free
dom of passage over the high seas, and that
states could not control any great body of water,
as Great Britain once wanted to control the
North Sea or Rome and later Venice claimed
dominion over the Mediterranean. With the
advent of the airplane, the freedom for over
flight became a necessary and important corrolary to freedom of the seas. Do we want a world
where the most powerful or sophisticated can
intercept planes and ships? Should we have
exceptions for the diversions of planes or ships
where "known terrorists" are on board? What
would happen when an American plane flying
to or from Nicaragua were intercepted by a
Russian plane because the Russians knew the
plane carried "known terrorists," i.e., people
who were aiding the rebels against the Nicara
guan government?
These are not rhetorical questions. The U.S.
wants and needs the rules as much as any
nation. Are we then prepared to say we can
break a rule when it suits us, but Russia can’t
when it suits them? An argument like that dem
onstrates the lack of understanding of what it
means to be governed by rules.
Secondly, and more importantly, this violation
was visited upon a weaker nation, one that is
only precariously an ally. President Mubarak of
Egypt acted in a crisis and presumably saved
lives. The murder of Leon Klinghoffer occurred
before Egypt began to negotiate. No other
deaths occurred. No damage to the ship was
reported. In exchange, Mubarak agreed to allow
the Palestinians safe passage back to the PLO
camp. There, they were ostensibly to be tried by
their own. It may not have been what you or I
would have agreed to, but it was not unreaso
nable. There is some evidence that Italy and the
U.S. wanted Mubarak's intervention. Not long
before the U.S. had asked Syria to serve as a
mediator to free hostages on the hijacked TWA
jet. They made no claims on the hijackers then.
Mubarak thought he was doing the same kind
of thing in this case. Instead, the U.S. "stabbed
me in the back," Mubarak said. Do we lack the

moral imagination necessary to feel the affront Egypt felt? If so, the problem is deep and serious. And I think it is:
very deep, very serious.
Of course there were and are other concerns: Israel's and Italy's to name two. Italy and the U.S. nearly squared off
over the Abbas release and the Italian government fell over the incident. Israel was made happy; but they are allies
whose belief in swift, sometimes crude, retaliation for terrorist's attacks is problematic. Also, the Middle East peace
process depends on more than proving once again we are Israel's friends.
I do not say the choice made by President Reagan was wrong, although I would have done otherwise. I say it was or should have been - a hard choice, a difficult, damnably difficult, choice. And it should have been perceived to be
difficult by the President and by all of us, who too quickly applauded a lawless act. Maybe it was "necessary." I am
certainly glad the Egyptian plane did not crash, so the blood of some innocents were not on our hands. That was
clearly a possibility here. In the larger scheme of things, the diversion of this plane will not even make the history
books; so, as my students put it: "so what?"
The moral life is made up of the little decisions as well as the great. The moral life of a people is not dissimilar. The
use of military might, the threat to kidnap, are not small things. If we use power out of a sense of frustration, we are,
at least, intemperate. Temperance is one of the cardinal virtues. Our national character could use a strong dose of it.
Robert Lawry is Professor of Law at the CWRU Law Schoof He has been Chairperson of the Center since its beginning. We thank
Bob for his thoughtful contribution to this month's Newsletter.
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“NEWS AND NOTES”
Activities of Members of the Center's Steering Committee

Violet Malinski, Assistant Professor of Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing at the School of Nursing at CWRU,
was the major presenter at the Center's conference on "The Nurse" in November.
Carol Rottman, Consultant for the International Institute for the Visually Impaired, was selected as a panelist on
"Ethical Issues In Blindness", the theme of the annual Helen Keller Seminar held in New York and sponsored by the
American Foundation for the Blind. Carol also represented the Consumer's point of view at the Center's Conference
on "The Nurse". Lastly, she made a most helpful presentation around the ethics of "the living will" at at session of
the Cuyahoga Community College's Elder's Program described further below.
Bob Lawry, Chairperson of the Center and Professor of Law at CWRU, has been invited to serve on the profes
sional Advisory Committee of the newly established Center for Biomedical Ethics of the School of Medicine at CWRU.
Bob delivered a lecture to The Mortarboard Club of Cleveland on "Genetic Engineering: Why Not?" He also spoke on
"Client Perjury" to Phi Delta Phi, the International Legal Fraternity. Bob and Mary Mahowald participated in Cleve
land's Public Radio Station, WCPN's, "Issues '85" talk show directed by Norma Joseph.
Mary Mahowald, Associate Professor of Medical Ethics in the School of Medicine at CWRU, has been named CoDirector of the Center for Biomedical Ethics at CWRU. She spoke at one of their recent conferences on "Ethics in
Reproduction and the New Obstetrics". At at later conference she spoke on "Sterilization of the Mentally Retarded:
Ethical Implications".
Bob Clarke, the Center's Director, spoke to 140 incoming students on "Personal and Ethical Decision-Making" as
a part of the new student orientation program of the Ohio College of Podiatric Medicine. Beginning in October Bob
taught an eight-week course on "Systems of Ethical Decision-Making" for 70 senior citizens enrolled in Cuyahoga
Community College's Senior Adult Education Program. In November he met with fifty CWRU dorm directors and
advisors to discuss ways they could improve their skills in dealing with the moral and ethical issues raised in dormi
tory living.
At each monthly meeting of the Center's Steering Committee the major agenda item is the discussion of an ethical
issue. The plan for this year is to discuss issues related to the next of the Center's eight Conferences. In October,
Linda Combs, a medical social worker on the staff of Mt. Sinai Hospital, led the discussion of "The Social Worker".
Jared Florian, a Ph.D. Candidate in the School of Management at CWRU, led the November discussion on "The
Manager". Their contributing out of their own personal experience added greatly to the education of the Committee.

Some Sharing About the Priorities of
The Center for Professionai Ethics
Wendy Miano
Wendy graduated from the School of Nursing at
CWRU and has practiced nursing for the past
eighteen months. With the recent birth of a lovely
daughter she is enjoying a period of time as full
time mother and homemaker. Wendy is the editor
of the Newsletter.
In June of each year the Steering Committee, com
posed of students, faculty members and professionals
from the community, meet for an afternoon and even
ing session at the University's Squire Valleevue Farm to
set Objectives and lay plans for the coming year. In
June of 1985 this task was both more enjoyable and
more demanding because of the new directions the
Center could take in light of the financial grants which
the Center received through the hard work of the Uni
versity Development Office. At this meeting the follow
ing Mission Statement and Objectives were
established.
The Mission of the Center is to share with the Uni
versity and professional communities its commitment to
create a more humane society. To accomplish this Mis
sion the Center has adopted the following Objectives:
1. To provide conferences, seminars, courses and
learning expriences where students, faculty
members, administrators and professionals in the
community can develop skills in ethical decision
making related to their professional goals and per
sonal life.
2. To increase the recognition of the ethical issues
inherent in the fields of study offered by the Uni
versity and to encourage the designing of pro
grams within the curriculum to respond to those
issues.
3. To include the experiences and learnings of pro
fessional persons in the Center's activities.
Of greatest importance for the Center is increased
exposure and interaction within the University com

munity. Areas of cooperation are being explored with
the University's Mandell Center and The Center for
Biomedical Ethics. Bob Lawry and Bob Clarke are meet
ing with the administrators of these Centers to discover
areas of mutual interest and programming. Bob Clarke
has visited with faculty members concerned about the
teaching of ethics to learn of their experiences as well
as offer the resources of the Center to them.
One result of our June planning is the Center's 19851986 program of eight conferences under the title of
"The Power of The Professional Person". Four of these
conferences were held in the Fall Semester (The Social
Worker, The Nurse, The Engineer and The Manager)
with excellent presentation by the Presenters, the Prac
titioners and the Consumers. It is the intention to pub
lish the presentations from all of the conferences as
well as the proceedings from a "summary conference"
in the Fall of 1986.
Another outcome of our planning is the designing of
an "Ethics Lab" which can be included as a part of the
curriculum of any department within the University as
well as being a self-contained program to assist indi
viduals in exploring their own personal and professional
ethical style. The model will minimize didactic presenta
tion in favor of case studies and the use of the partici
pant's own experience. The current time frame calls for
study of the Ethics Lab concept in 1985-86, the presen
tation of the Lab to a number of pilot groups in 198687, and the marketing of the Lab in 1987-88. This effort
represents one way in which the Center is seeking to
increase the teaching of ethics within the University.
While the Center's main emphasis is within the life of
the University, its resources are increasingly being
sought by organizations in the larger community. We
welcome these opportunities because, hopefully, they
enrich the life of the larger community as well as create
new relationships with the University community.

THE POWER OF THE PROFESSIONAL PERSON
EXPLORING:

•
•
•
•

The nature of the work performed by that profession;
The nature of the power held by that profession;
The ethical issues generated by that work and power;
The impact of these forces on our society.

THE PHYSICIAN
Wednesday, January 22, 1986. 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Medical School “Founders Room”.
Presenter: Mary Briody Mahowald, M.A., Ph.D.
Practitioner: Hugh Leslie, Jr. M.D.
Consumer: Karen Metzler, M.S.W.

THE LAWYER
Monday, March 3, 1986. 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Law School 159.
Presenter: Robert Lawry, J.D.
Practitioner: James R. Skirbunt, J.D.
Consumer: Gay VanNortwick, B.A.

THE PROFESSOR
Wednesday, February 19, 1986. 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Thwing Center 1914 Lounge.
Presenter: Sandra Russ, Ph.D.
Practitioner: Elden Epp, S.T.M., Ph.D.
Consumer: Dan Linke, B.A. candidate, 4th year.
President of the Class of 1986.

THE DENTIST
Wednesday, March 19, 1986. 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Strosacker Auditorium.
Presenter: Glen Keiper, D.D.S.
Practitioner: Daniel Verne, D.D.S.
Consumer: Marla Comet-Stark, J.D.

Sponsored by
The Center for Professional Ethics

129 Yost Hall
368-5349
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