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FOREWORD 

END GAME! AN INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCE ON CO MBA TING 

MARITIME PIRACY 

Michael P. Scharf 
Matthew E. Carltont 

I. 

As anyone who has seen the 2013 blockbuster film, "Captain 
Philips," starring Tom Hanks, knows, real-life pirates are nothing like 
the lovable rogues portrayed by Johnny Depp and Orlando Bloom. 
Instead, they are sophisticated businessmen, desperate and 
impoverished ex-fisherman, vulnerable children, and deadly terrorists. 

After 200 years of quiescence, maritime piracy has re-emerged as 
a major economic and humanitarian problem. A recent report found 
that piracy cost the world more than $12 billion in 2010-the price of 
everything from counter-piracy naval operations to higher insurance 
rates for commercial shippers to ransom payments. 1 Piracy is also 
significantly hampering the delivery of food aid to drought-stricken 
Somalia, resulting in untold thousands of deaths. 2 In the last few 
years, Somali pirates have seized more than 179 vessels, taken over 
1,000 crewmembers and passengers hostage, and extracted more than 
$400 million in ransom.3 While the world has seen a temporary 
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Michael Scharf is Interim Dean and John Deaver Drinko-Baker & 
Hostetler Professor of Law at Case Western Reserve University School 
of Law. First person references in the Forward are to Scharf. 

Matthew Carlton, J.D. 2014, was the Symposium Editor of the Case 
Western Reserve Journal of International Law from 2013-2014. 

THE WORLD BANK, THE PIRATES OF SOMALIA: ENDING A THREAT, 
REBUILDING A NATION 25 (2013), available at http://www-
wds.worldbank.org/ external/ default /WDSContentServer /WDSP /IB /201 
3 /05 /06 /000333037 _20130506120556 /Rendered/PDF /767130WPOREPL 
AOaliaOmainOreportOweb. pdf. 

2. Robyn Curnow, Piracy Delaying Vital Food Aid from Reaching 
Somalia, CNN (Nov. 3, 2011), http://edition.cnn.com/2011/11/03/ 
business/mpa-piracy /. 

3. Christopher Harress, Secret Flow of Somali Piracy Ransoms: 179 
Hijacked Ships Generated Some $400 Million in Payments Since 2005. 
So Where Has It All Gone? lNT'L BUSINESS TIMES (Nov. 4, 2013), 
http://www.ibtimes.com/ secret-flow-somali-piracy-ransoms-179-
hijacked-ships-generated-some-400m-payments-2005-so-where-has; Kaija 
Hurlburt & D. Conor Seyle, The Human Cost of Maritime Piracy 2012, 
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